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» €700 million donated in 24 hours to 
rebuild Notre-Dame, as tycoons step in 

s?' 1 » UK pledges expert help, with 
restoration promised within five years 


■i » ‘Hero priest'dashes into burning * 
cathedral to rescue priceless artefacts 


» Notre-Dame ‘15 to 30 minutes’ away 
W£k from complete destruction 


» Warning over fire safety 
at Palace of Westminster 
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HERITAGE 

Geologist’s writings 
may be lost from UK 

Notebooks belonging to Charles 
Darwin’s mentor could be lost 
from the UK unless a buyer meets 
their £1.4m price tag. Arts minister 
Michael Ellis has put a temporary 
export bar on the Scottish geologist 
Sir Charles Lyell’s archive to give 
buyers a chance to keep it in Britain. 


EMPLOYMENT 

Other staff cause 
most stress at work 

Colleagues are a major cause of 
stress at work, with many employees 
blaming other staff for not doing 
their job properly, research by 
insurance firm MetLife UK found. 

A third blamed pressure from their 
line manager for creating stress, 
while a similar number said it was 
down to having to meet targets. 


SPACE 

Scientists discover 
Earth-sized planet 

A new space telescope has 
discovered its first Earth-sized 
planet in a star system beyond the 
Sun. Nasa’s Transiting Exoplanet 
Survey Satellite (Tess) aims to 
find at least 50 small rocky planets 
during its two-year mission. The 
planet, named HD 21749c, orbits a 
star 52 light years away. 


COURTS 

Man jailed for 
people smuggling 

A man who tried to smuggle seven 
people, including two children, into 
the UK using a hidden compartment 
in his van has been jailed for four- 
and-a-half years at Canterbury 
Crown Court. Liviu Borobeica, from 
Romania, was stopped and arrested 
by Border Force officers at Dover 
Eastern Docks on 16 March. 


IRELAND 

Pelosi issues Good 
Friday warning 

US House of Representatives 
speaker Nancy Pelosi has warned 
Britain not to undermine the 
Good Friday Agreement when it 
leaves the EU. Speaking in Dublin, 
the Democrat said a quick trade 
agreement with the US after Brexit 
was not on the cards if there was any 
harm done to the accord. 
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Insanity is doing the 
same thing, over and 
over again, but expecting 
different results 
ALBERT EINSTEIN 

99 


AI software beats 
humans at esport 

Artificial intelligence (AD software 
has beaten a human team of world 
champion professional esports 
players for the first time. A team 
built and trained by research 
company OpenAI beat the world 
champions of Dota 2. The OpenAI 
Five team beat human team OG 2-0 
at a live event in San Francisco. 


‘Skylab’ astronaut 
dies aged 88 

Former Nasa astronaut Owen 
Garriott has died at his home 
in Huntsville, Alabama. He was 
88. Garriott flew aboard the early 
space station Skylab in 1973, 
spending more than 60 days in 
space. He also was part of the 
ninth space shuttle mission aboard 
Columbia in 1983. 


Doctors oppose 
euthanasia law 

Pro-euthanasia doctors and patients 
petitioned Germany’s Constitutional 
Court yesterday to overturn 2015 
legislation that outlaws commercial 
assisted suicide. Germany does 
allow assisted dying - but not when 
money is involved. Six complainants 
brought the case against the law that 
stipulates fines and prison. 


Red Cross aid finally 
arrives in country 

The first shipment of humanitarian 
aid has arrived in Venezuela, 
delivering medicine and supplies to a 
country whose president denies the 
existence of a humanitarian crisis. 
Workers loaded boxes marked with 
Red Cross emblems on to trucks 
while leaders pleaded for officials to 
keep the aid out of political disputes. 


Birthdays 

Afrika Bambaataa, rapper, 
62; Sean Bean, actor, 6o; Liz 
Phair, singer, 52; Jennifer 
Garner (below), actress, 
47; Victoria Beckham, 
businesswoman, 45; 
Rooney Mara, actress, 34; 
Nick Hornby, novelist, 61 



Anniversaries 

Sunday 17 April i960 

The US rock’n’roll star 
Eddie Cochran, whose hits 
include “Summertime 
Blues” and “C’mon 
Everybody”, dies of his 
injuries after a taxi taking 
him and Gene Vincent 
from a show in Bristol to 
London airport crashes 
into a lamp post on the A4 
in Chippenham, Wiltshire. 
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The List 

Britain’s worst 
phonesignals 


The top 10 towns and cities in 
Britain with the worst mobile 
phone signal have been revealed, 
thanks to research by tech app 
yboo. And the network most likely 
to offer the weakest signal strength 
according to the data is Three - 
which was the worst performing in 
four places. 

1 Stockport (Three is the 
weakest network) 

2 Bromley, Greater London 
(Vodafone is the 
weakest network) 

3 Swindon (Three is the 
weakest network) 

4 Wakefield (02 is the 
weakest network) 

5 Nottingham (02 is the 
weakest network) 

6 Derby (EE is the 
weakest network) 

7 Wolverhampton (EE is the 
weakest network) 

8 Swansea (Three is the 
weakest network) 

9 Cardiff (Three is the 
weakest network) 

10 Milton Keynes (02 is the 
weakest network) 


Shelling 

out 


We all know that faced with increasing costs, confectionery manufacturers will often 
shrink the size of your favourite chocolate bar rather than raise the price. They are canny 
when it comes to seasonal goodies too, as M&G Investments found when they compared 
the cost of an Easter egg to its chocolate bar equivalent - with favourite brands such as 
Cadbury Caramel or Galaxy Minstrels being more expensive in the chocolate egg format. 


rr 

Elbn 

the amount UK 
■ consumers are m 
expected to spend 
this Easter 

50 %^ 

the amount you could 
be charged extra for the 
same brand of chocolate 
| when you buy it in 
Easter egg form 


PREMIUM PAID FOR EASTER EGGS 
VS THEIR SAME BRAND BAR 


, percentage increase in price difference 



Cadbury Dairy Galaxy Maltesers Lindt Mars Cadbury 
Caramel Milk Minstrels Red Twirl 




SOURCE: ONS, INVESTMENT WEEK, TESC0 
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W' % The recycled paper content 
of UK newspapers in 2017 
was 64.6% 

V _ 


© Published by JPIMedia Publications Ltd, Third Floor, 1 King William Street, London, EC4N 7AF. Registered in England 
and Wales No. 11575526. Printed at Reach Printing Services Ltd, St Albans Rd, Watford; Hollinwood Ave, Oldham; and 
Cardonald Park, Glasgow. Also printed at Carn Web, Carn Industrial Estate, Portadown. Back issues available from 
Historic Newspapers, 0844 770 7684. Wednesday 17 April 2019. Registered as a newspaper with the Post Office. 


Select journalism in i is copyright 
independent.co.uk and copyright 
Evening Standard, beyond those 
accredited as such. 




















































NEWS 

4-35 


VOICES 

20-24 


TV 

36-37 


38-45 


BUSINESS SPORT 
46-51 56-64 




v 

TtaePage3Profile 

BOONROD, 

DEEP-SEA SWIMMER 


Having a ruff time? 

You could say so. This stranded dog 
had a Lucky escape thanks to a team 
of rescuers that brought it to safety 
after it became stranded 135 miles off 
the coast of Thailand. He was spotted 
swimming in the water by a group 
of oiL-rig workers, who swung into 
action to bring it back to dry Land. 

What was it doing all the way 
out there? 

The exhausted brown aspin was 
noticed paddling near a drilling 
station on Friday night. It’s not 
clear how the dog got so far out to 
sea, but there is speculation that 
it might have fallen from a fishing 
trawler. The rig workers decided to 
name the dog Boonrod, a Thai word 
roughly translating as “the saved one” 
or “survivor”. 

How did they get it out? 

Thankfully the crew had weather 
on its side, with conditions said to 
have been calm during the rescue 
effort. According to reports, the crew 
said this had made it easier to spot 
Boonrod among the rig’s metal bars. 
Not Long afterwards, the workers 
managed to pull the pooch to safety 
with the help of a rope. 

It must have been exhausted? 

Definitely. But the workers were able 
to nurse him back to health, giving 
Boonrod food and water to build up 
his strength. The dog was also given 
a thorough wash to cleanse his fur 
of salt from the seawater before 
enjoying a well-earned nap. 

Is there a happy ending? 

Boonrod is now doing much better. 
After his dramatic rescue, the dog was 
Lifted by crane on to an oil vessel that 
was passing through the area a few 
days Later to be taken to a veterinary 
practice in Thailand. The vet said 
Boonrod was in good shape and he 
has already had the offer of a new 
home from one of the riggers if his 
original owners don’t come forward. 

Florence Snead 



ANIMALS 

Pandas to mate after 
‘dating agency* link 

Germaine, the male red panda at 
Newquay Zoo in Cornwall, has 
found a mate after being paired by 
a “dating agency”. Red panda Zou, 
aged eight, was found through the 
International Studbook, which keeps 
detailed records to make sure the 
mates are genetically suitable and 
there is no risk of inbreeding. 


LITERATURE 

Hugo novel top 
of bestseller list 

Victor Hugo’s novel The Hunchback 
ofNotre-Dame went to the top of the 
bestseller list of Amazon in France 
in its original version, within 24 
hours of the fire at Notre-Dame 
Cathedral in Paris. Meanwhile, the 
English translation of the 1831 novel 
is also at No 1 in the historical fiction 
category. PAGES 6-10 


PEOPLE 

Pele ‘back on the 
field* after surgery 

Football legend Pele has declared 
himself “back on the field” after 
leaving hospital in Brazil following 
surgery to remove a kidney stone. 
The 78-year-old was released from 
the Albert Einstein Hospital in 
Sao Paulo, having previously been 
admitted to a hospital in Paris with a 
urinary infection earlier this month. 


ANIMALS 

Kittens rescued 
with fishing net 

Four kittens were rescued from 
a gap between a wall and a 
conservatory with a child’s fishing 
net. They were stuck in Llanyrafon, 
Cwmbran, for at least 24 hours 
before local residents called Cats 
Protection for help. Volunteers from 
the charity taped the fishing net to a 
broom handle to get them out. 
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Letter from the 
Political Editor 

Nigel Morris 

i@inews.co.uk 


Britain’s own fire risk 

If foreign film-makers want to 
establish that a scene is set in 
London, they invariably use a shot 
of the Houses of Parliament. 

Just as Notre-Dame symbolises 
France around the world, then 
the Palace of Westminster is the 
image that instantly conveys 
Britain to an overseas audience. 

For the thousands employed 
on the parliamentary estate, 
the pictures of the devastated 
cathedral were a grim warning of 
how easily fire can sweep through 
a historic and crumbling edifice. 

It is hard for visitors not to be 
bowled over by the grandeur of 
the building, the sense of history 
in the Commons and the opulence 
of the Lords. But there is another 
side to Parliament, which is 
hidden from tourists and Largely 
unseen by the politicians and staff 
working in its complex of rooms. 

The building is full of asbestos 
and infested with vermin, its 
Victorian sewage system is unfit 
for 21st-century demands and 
its basement is crammed with 
hundreds of miles of pipes and 
cables that should have been 
replaced decades ago. 

Masonry regularly falls 
off decaying walls and Leaks 
from burst pipes are a regular 
occurrence. Its precarious 
condition is symbolised by the 
scaffolding now cladding Big Ben. 

The risk grows daily of a fire 
raging through Parliament. 

MPs and peers have put off 
expensive decisions on how 
best to safeguard the Unesco 
World Heritage site for future 
generations. But work should 
begin as soon as feasible. 

And while it is restored to 
its former splendour, perhaps 
the time has come for the 
political class to demonstrate 
a determination to break out 
of the “Westminster bubble” by 
temporarily moving well away 
from London. 
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FRANCE 

It’s the 
epicentre 
of our life. 
We will 
rebuild it 
together’ 


By Leo Cendrowicz 

IN PARIS 

France’s shock and grief in the wake 
of the Notre-Dame fire gave way yes¬ 
terday to defiance, as pledges rained 
in to rebuild the iconic cathedral in 
the heart of Paris. 

By last night, donations were head¬ 
ing for the €lbn (£865m) mark as 
messages of support flooded in from 
figures as diverse as the Queen Eliza¬ 
beth, Pope Francis, US President 
Donald Trump and Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping. 

Even as Notre-Dame still smoul¬ 
dered, French President Emmanuel 
Macron said in an address to the 
nation that he wants to see the fire- 
ravaged cathedral rebuilt within 
five years. 

He described it as “the epicentre of 
our life”. “It’s the story of our books, 
our paintings. It’s the cathedral for 
all French people, even if they have 
never been.” 

He added: “Let’s be proud, because 
we built this cathedral more than 800 
years ago, we’ve built it and, through¬ 
out the centuries, let it grow and im¬ 
proved it. So I solemnly say tonight: 
we will rebuild it together.” 

The city of Paris immediately an¬ 
nounced €50m, and the Ile-de-France 
region that includes Paris promised 
€10m. Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo has 
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called for an international donors’ 
conference in the capital. She wants 
the restoration to be completed by 
the time Paris hosts the Olympic 
Games in 2024. “It can’t take 10 years, 
15 years or 20 years,” she said. 

However, experts warned that 


it could take decades to rebuild. 
Patrick Palem, the former CEO of 
Socra, which is restoring the 12 stat¬ 
ues that were once on Notre-Dame’s 
roof, also gave a timescale of 15 to 
20 years. 

Reims cathedral, which was almost 
completely destroyed in the First 
World War, was finally reopened after 
restoration in 1937. 

Officials say that they suspect the 
cause of fire was an accident linked 
to the restoration works on Notre- 
Dame’s roof. About 30 people have 
been questioned, and around 50 in¬ 
vestigators are working on the case 
but are not allowed to enter the mon¬ 
ument yet for safety reasons. 

Most of the people questioned were 


Restoration project Billionaires line up to donate 

The Notre-Dame had a repair biLL again to pit against each other over 

of €i50m (£i30m) even before their ostentatious donations. 

Monday’s devastating fire, so Luxury brand tycoons 

the overaLL cost to rebuiLd \ Bernard ArnauLt, 70, and 

the famous cathedral. \ Frangois PinauLt, 82, are 

will be huge. But by Last ill : ^ \ among France’s fiercest 

night donations totaLLing business competitors 

€700m had been pledged \ and patrons, 

and seemed poised to pass W* Yesterday, Mr PinauLt, 

the €lbn mark. announced his company 

This came about because Artemis would donate Cioom 

France’s richest men, Long Locked to help finance renovations for 

in a very public rivalry, decided once Notre-Dame. 
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The debris after 
the fire subsided 
(left); a woman 
lights a candle 
nearNotre-Dame 
(above); President 
Emmanuel Macron 
addresses the nation 
(right); and saved 
treasures at city hall 
CHRISTOPHE PETIT 
TESSON/AP; REUTERS; 
OLIVIER MORIN/ 
AFP/GETTY; BENOIT 
TESSIER/REUTERS 


EMERGENCY SERVICES 

How a beautiful symbol of 
French identity was saved 


More than 400 firefighters battled through the night 
to control the devastating blaze. Dean Kirby reports 


I t was just before 7pm when 
she began to burn. The last 
pilgrims to wonder at Notre- 
Dame’s medieval treasures 
had just stepped back out 
into the evening sunshine. And 
then, invisible at first to Parisians 
heading home from work in the 
streets below, the flames began to 
lick at the ribs of the cathedral’s 
wooden roof. From a single spark, 
it took only minutes for the blaze to 
destroy 855 years of history, and to 
break the hearts of a nation. 

The flames raced quickly through 
110 metres of 13th-century oak 
latticework known as La Foret 
(The Forest), up the 315ft spire 
and into one of the bell towers as a 
huge pall of smoke began to billow 
over the French capital. Crowds 
screamed in disbelief as the flaming 
spire teetered horribly and then 
tumbled into the abyss. 

The crowds, joined by a stunned 
President Emmanuel Macron, 
could do nothing but bear witness 
and pray - some singing the hymn 
“Ave Maria” - as 400 firefighters 
risked their lives to save one of 
the enduring symbols of French 
identity. Notre-Dame, an Unesco 
World Heritage site that survived 
the Revolution and two world 
wars, is so much more than a 
building to them. 

By 9.30pm, more than 400 
firefighters were at the scene. They 
fought valiantly - amid flames that 
reached temperatures of800°C - to 


scale one of the Gothic cathedral’s 
towers to attack the blaze. One of 
their number fell, seriously injured. 

Despite criticism from President 
Donald Trump for not using “flying 
water tankers” to put out the 
flames, they knew that dropping 
water from the air could risk 
toppling the building. 

Outside, Parisians able to get 
close enough formed a human chain 
to remove other artefacts, including 
the tunic of Saint Louis, across 
the River Seine to the City Hall. At 
midnight, the Mayor of Paris, Anne 
Hidalgo, wrote on social media that 
the relic of the Crown of Thorns 
and a number of other priceless 
artefacts had been rescued from 
the cathedral and also moved to the 
Hotel de Ville for safekeeping. 

The fire crews fought unceasingly 
through the night to bring the blaze 
under control. Early yesterday, it 
was finally confirmed that it had 



Hundreds of firefighters worked 
tirelessly to save the cathedral AP 


been extinguished. Most crucially, 
they saved the two bell towers 
and the cathedral’s 13-tonne main 
bell, the 334-year-old Bourdon 
Emmanuel, which rang out to mark 
the end of the First World War and 
the liberation of Paris from the 
Nazis in 1944. 

With just 15 minutes to spare, 
they protected the wooden frame 
in the north tower that carried 10 
other bells, and prevented them 
from crashing to the ground and 
causing a shockwave that could 
made the structure collapse. “I 
want to say thank you to [the 
firemen of] Paris,” Ms Hidalgo said. 
“They saved the towers. I couldn’t 
imagine Paris without the towers of 
Notre-Dame.” 

The grey dawn brought a 
glimmer of hope, as it emerged 
that much of the cathedral’s 
vaulted ceiling - thin pieces of 
stone mortared together - had 
somehow remained intact. The first 
photographs of the devastation 
showed a golden cross still hanging 
above the altar. Part of the vault 
also collapsed on to the central 
nave, and architects are checking 
whether the structure is stable. 

At 8.45am, firefighters confirmed 
that the blaze at Notre-Dame had 
been fully extinguished. 

But as the dust clears, questions 
are mounting about how such a fire 
could have started in what should 
have been one of the world’s most 
protected buildings. 


HERITAGE 

‘Most precious’ treasures and artworks reportedly safe 


employees working on the renovation 
of the monument. 

A judicial official said the cathe¬ 
dral’s fire alarms sounded twice 
on Monday evening. The first time, 
some people, including a fire official 
permanently working on the site, 
went to check under the roof and 
saw nothing. The second time it was 
already too late because the fire was 
too strong, the official said. 

Nonetheless, conspiracy theories 
have spread, with the Gilets Jaune, or 
Yellow Jacket movement blamed by 
some, and terrorists by others. 

Interior Minister Christophe Cas- 
taner dismissed these claims. “It is 
not politically responsible to indulge 
in conspiracies,” he said. 


Hours Later, Arnault (inset) revealed 
that he, his family and his Luxury 
company LVMH would pledge double 
that amount - €200m - for the 
restoration of the church. 

“They’re Like competing boys, but 
the stakes run into the billions,” said 
Long Nguyen, fashion editor at Flaunt 
magazine. 

L’Oreal (€200m), Total (Cioom), 
Societe GeneraLe (€iom) and Apple 
were among other big names to make 
sizeable pledges. AP 


By Ruchira Sharma 

Notre-Dame’s “most precious” 
treasures have been saved after 
the catastrophic fire that left Paris¬ 
ians reeling. 

The French culture minister, 
Franck Riester, said that some of 
the most valuable artefacts were 
stored overnight in the Paris city 
hall and would be moved to the 


PEOPLE 

Firefighter hurt in 
‘heroic’ operation 

By Mary O’Connor 

The Parisian firefighters who tackled 
the Notre-Dame inferno have been 
hailed as heroes for saving the iconic 
cathedral from total destruction. 

One firefighter suffered non-life- 
threatening injuries according to the 
brigade’s official Twitter account, 
Pompiers de Paris. 


Louvre museum “as soon as pos¬ 
sible”. Mr Riester wrote on social 
media yesterday: “Major parts 
of the treasure #NotreDame are 
now safe at the Paris City Hall”. 

Some of the items within the 
building have been confirmed as 
safe include the Crown of Thorns - 
purported to be a relic of the wreath 
of thorns placed on the head of Jesus 
Christ at his crucifixion. 


Yael Lecray, a firefighter in the city, 
told France 24: “It’s a very high build¬ 
ing so we can’t go in with a ladder. It’s 
a very large volume so the fire can 
spread almost everywhere at once.” 

A brave priest dashed into the 
burning cathedral to rescue religious 
artefacts, including the Crown of 
Thorns believed to have been worn by 
Jesus Christ during his crucifixion. 

Father Jean-Marc Fournier, the 
chaplain of the firefighters, had previ¬ 
ously been praised for tending to the 
injured after the terror attack at the 
Bataclan music venue in 2015. 


The item was stored in the cathe¬ 
dral’s treasury. The Tunic of Saint 
Louis, a 13th-century linen garment 
said to have belonged to the sancti¬ 
fied King Louis IV, was also report¬ 
edly safe. All three of Notre-Dame’s 
beloved stained glass windows are 
reported to have survived. 

Last night, a French journalist, 
Laurent Valdiguie, said: “North-face 
roses seem to have held. No stained 


By Lewis Pennock 

Auction site eBay has removed a 
listing that offered “a section of 
timber” from the remains of Notre- 
Dame Cathedral. 

The site has also taken down ad¬ 
verts for T-shirts with the slogan 
“Je Suis Notre Dame” under a pol¬ 
icy against items that “profit from 
human tragedy or suffering”. 

An advert offering “embers from 


glass debris on the ground. Just old 
stones burst.” 

The Paris fire service, Pompiers 
de Paris, said that the cathedral’s 
structure and artworks had been 
saved. A spokesman added: “The 
structure of the cathedral is saved 
and the main works of art have been 
safeguarded, thanks to the com¬ 
bined action of the various state 
services committed to our side.” 


the Notre Dame fire” was posted to 
the auction site on Tuesday. 

“Fire Remember Tops” T-shirts- 
were also deemed to have breached 
the company’s disaster policy. 

An eBay spokesman said: “eBay 
does not tolerate the sale of any item 
that seeks to profit from human suf¬ 
fering or tragedy.” 

Sellers posting such items will be 
warned and repeat offenders may 
have their accounts suspended. 

_ J 
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Souvenirs removed from eBay 
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FRANCE 


‘Notre-Dame is 
us, it is Paris. But 
it is more, it is 
the world too’ 


The cathedral now sits a charred 
shell, but Parisian hearts remain full 
of love. By Leo Cendrowicz in Paris 


A piece of Notre-Dame 
landed in the street 
in front of my restau¬ 
rant,” says a tearful 
Jean-Pierre Zizou, 
the 67-year-old maitre d’hotel at 
the Auberge du Moulin. “It was a 
red-hot ember, about the size of a 
tennis ball.” 

His restaurant is in the tiny Rue 
de la Huchette on the other side of 
the Seine river, some 400m from the 
iconic cathedral that was engulfed 
in flames on Monday night. Yet it 
was still showered with remnants of 
the oak timbers that carpenters had 
fitted onto Notre-Dame’s roof more 
than eight centuries ago. “My heart 
hurt when I saw it,” says Mr Zizou. 
“Notre-Dame is us. It’s Paris. But it 
is more than Paris. It is the world.” 



Parisians look on in disbelief at the 
remains of their beloved cathedral PA 


His shock and sorrow was 
shared across Paris yesterday as 
both locals and visitors came to 
terms with the devastation. People 
talked of Notre-Dame in terms of 
a living being. It was the heart of 
Paris, the soul of the city. The entire 
nation was in mourning. When 
the roof’s sharp, soaring spire was 
finally consumed by the flames, 
its dramatic fall was likened to a 
stab wound. 

Notre-Dame de Paris sits on the 
lie de la Cite, an island in the middle 
of the Seine. Yesterday, the streets 
around the cathedral were closed 
off by police. The square in front 
of the two towers, usually bustling 
with crowds, was empty, but it was 
scattered with charred wood. 

The metro trains that pass under 
the river did not stop at the island 
stations. Visitors still gathered 
on the other side of the river to 
survey the damage: the roof was 
completely gone. The scaffolding 
remained in place, now sitting 
above a triangular empty space 
where the roof once was. From 
mobile cranes, engineers gingerly 
inspected the masonry to see if 
there were any risks to the integrity 
of the 850-year-old structure. 

As dawn broke and the scale 
of the wreckage was revealed, 
there was relief that at least some 
of Notre-Dame’s treasures were 



saved. The magnificent, ornate 
stained glass windows were still in 
place. Some of the cathedral’s most 
precious treasures were already 
removed last night, including the 
Crown of Thorns said to have been 
placed on the head of Jesus Christ 
before he was crucified, a piece 
of the True Cross on which he is 
said to have died, a nail from the 
crucifixion, and the robe of Louis 
IV. Many of the artworks were also 


taken out, and are now in the hands 
of the Louvre museum and the Paris 
mayoral authorities. 

Many of the people thronging to 
see the cathedral were versed in 
its history. Saskia Armstrong, an 
American student, noted that the 
spire that blazed so brilliantly was 
itself relatively new: it was rebuilt 
in 1859-60, following a 20-year 
restoration campaign. “Notre- 
Dame has been restored many 


When I look at the huge 
mess, I wonder if they will 
ever be able to bring it back 
to its former glory 

times over the centuries,” she said. 
“That’s only right considering its 
central role in French history. But it 
deserves its upkeep simply because 
it is so beautiful.” 


Notre-Dame 

How the fire spread 


7.05pm 15th April 
Part of the spire at 
Notre-Dame collapses 
amid the raging fire 


Vaulted oak roof space 



History The stage for key events through the ages 


Notre-Dame is of huge historical 
and cultural importance to France 
and has been the site of important 
moments through the ages. 

The construction of the building 
started in 1163: it has survived wars 
and revolution and has been the site 
of key events in French history. 

Notre-Dame was the site of the 
coronation for the 10-year-old King 
Flenry VI as King of France, two years 
after he was crowned King of England 
at Westminster Abbey in 1429. 

Following the French Revolution, 
the cathedral was the scene of Napo¬ 
leon Is coronation as emperor, with 
Pope Pius VII Leading the proceedings. 

Victor Plugo started writing Notre- 
Dame de Paris in 1829. The book (often 
mistitled as “The Plunchback of Notre- 
Dame”), published in 1831, became a 
key text in French Literature and the 
subject of many film adaptations. 

Following France’s Liberation in the 



Anthony Quinn as Quasimodo in the 
1956 film Notre-Dame de Paris G ETTY 


Second World War in 1944, a service 
was held at the cathedral to give 
thanks to God. A requiem mass for 
Charles de Gaulle, who Led the French 
resistance during the war and became 
president of France, was held in 1970. 

A week after the terror attacks on 
Paris in November 2015, crowds gath¬ 
ered at the cathedral to mourn the 
130 Lives Lost in the massacre. 
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Indeed, Notre-Dame has played 
a central role in French history 
as the place where French kings 
were crowned and married - even 
Napoleon Bonaparte had himself 
consecrated as Emperor there. 

But some locals are more cynical 
about the fire. “It is very sad, but 
I’m not surprised,” says Georges 
Montero, 65, a bouquiniste, or 
bookseller plying old magazines 
and postcards from his stand on the 


Quai de Montebello, on Seine’s Rive 
Gauche. “The stone is in a rotten 
state: you can see it. They cleaned 
up the front of Notre-Dame, but not 
the back.” Mr Montero did a roaring 
trade yesterday, and sold out of 
postcards of the cathedral. “But it 
gives me no pleasure today,” he says. 
“Because when I look at the huge 
mess, I wonder if they will ever be 
able to bring Notre-Dame back to its 
former glory.” 


HERITAGE 

‘Fragile’ 
cathedral was 
already in dire 
need of repair 

By Jessica Newman 

With thousands of visitors 
entering Notre-Dame each day, 
the cathedral was in dire need 
of repair. 

Church authorities said the 
building was in “desperate need 
of attention” and in a fragile 
state as missing walls, damp and 
fallen chunks of materials, meant 
restoration work was urgent. 

Water damage to the spire’s 
covering threatened the wood- 
timber roof, which medieval 
craftsmen built using 5,000 oak 
trees, while chunks of limestone 
lay on the ground, having fallen 
from the upper parts of the 
Gothic church. 

Small pieces of broken 
materials displayed clean slices 
down one side, showing how 
recently it had fallen. 

Sections of walls were 
missing and propped up with 
wood, instead of being properly 
repaired. A lack of decent 
upkeep meant features of 
Notre-Dame’s famous gargoyles 
had also worn away. 

“The damage can only 
accelerate,” says Andrew Tallon, 
an associate professor of art at 
Vassar College in New York City. 
“The more you wait, the more you 
need to take down and replace.” 



Buildings as old as Notre-Dame are in 
need of constant care, experts say AP 


REPAIRS 

Rebuilding costs 
come on top of 
€150m restoration 


By Jessica Newman 

Emmanuel Macron’s promise to 
rebuild Notre-Dame cathedral will 
not come cheap. 

The cost of the ongoing res¬ 
toration work before Monday’s 
fire was already in the region of 
€150m (£130m), according to a 
2014 audit report by the French 
culture ministry. 

And a definitive cost had not yet 
been reached on the rebuild¬ 
ing of the cathedral after 
the blaze. 

As donation pledges 
poured in for the re¬ 
building in the wake 
of the blaze, Audrey 
Azoulay, director gen¬ 
eral of Unesco, said that 
expert work must be car¬ 
ried out immediately to pro¬ 
tect the 850-year-old cathedral’s 
remaining structure. 

Ms Azoulay {inset) said the first 
“24 to 48 hours were crucial” to pro¬ 
tecting the stone and wood struc¬ 
ture from water damage. 

She said it was too early to say 
whether the stained glass rose win¬ 
dows were unscathed because art 
experts had not yet been able to 
study the site. 

Ms Azoulay added that parts of 
the cathedral remain “extremely 
fragile”, with hundreds of tonnes of 
scaffolding still in place. 

Notre-Dame is part of a Unesco 
heritage site and the United Na¬ 
tions body has offered its exper¬ 


tise to help rebuild the cathedral. 
Stephane Bern, a TV presenter 
who is known for his programmes 
on medieval France and who was 
recently appointed as the govern¬ 
ment’s representative on heritage, 
estimated that the rebuilding would 
take “10 to 20 years minimum”. 

Two craftsmen who worked on 
the restoration of York Minster in 
1984, said they had “no doubt” No¬ 
tre-Dame could be restored. 

John David, a master mason 
who spent four years on 
the £4m restoration of 
the York cathedral, said 
he hoped that those 
involved in the rebuild¬ 
ing of the Parisian land¬ 
mark would consider 
using craftsmen and 
traditional materials. 

His colleague Geoff 
Brayshaw said the next steps 
would involve clearing the rub¬ 
ble from the building, making it 
watertight and carrying out a 
structural inspection. 

Mr David said that any stone 
vaults that have not collapsed will 
need to be assessed. 


f £ ^Greece’s culture 
^ A * ministry has offered the 

help of experts from its own 
restoration projects. It has 

extensive experience in major 
conservation works on Greece’s 
ancient monuments. 



INSURANCE 

Firms’share 
prices soar 
after fire 


REACTION 

World leaders 
offer support 
for France 


Comment 


By Laurie Havelock 


By Jessica Newman 


‘Awesome’ new buildings can 
never be as awesome as this 



o many Christians, and 
Catholics in particu¬ 
lar, the collapse of the 
spire of Notre-Dame 
cathedral in those neon- 
bright traceries of flame would 
have had a shock value commen¬ 
surate with the destruction of the 
twin towers of the World Trade 
Centre in 2001. 

But wasn’t something like this 
also felt by most people, religious 
or not, who witnessed the fire on 


their TV screens or handsets? 
What is it about some ancient 
churches and cathedrals that 
resonates in us in a way that 
most historic buildings don’t - 
and, in passing, humiliates our 
gurning, pouting, selfied reactions 
to so-called contemporary 
iconic architecture? 

Part of our religious or secular 
fascination with great cathedrals 
and churches is to do with their 
often extraordinary atmospheres 
- and perhaps particularly in 
Gothic architecture. Unlike 
earlier Romanesque churches, 
Gothic cathedrals create 
extraordinary qualities of light. 


Our interest in cathedrals 
might also be based on religious 
faith, or a profound interest 
in history - or it might have no 
decodable basis whatsoever. The 
only constant is the effect of these 
remarkable buildings on our 
perceptions and imaginations. 

The awesomely facetious 
architecture of today’s “iconic” 
buildings can never be as truly 
awesome as Notre-Dame, or any 
great church. Why would you 
want to look down on London from 
the bulbous tip of Norman Foster’s 
proposed 350m high Tulip tower 
in the City of London when, not 
far from its proposed site, you 
could bask in the exquisite effects 
of light, shadow and form inside 
St Stephen Walbrook church, 
Christopher Wren’s tiny 17th 
century masterpiece? 

THE INDEPENDENT 


A surprise winner in the aftermath 
of the Notre-Dame fire was the in¬ 
surance industry, after several lead¬ 
ing firms’ share price soared during 
yesterday’s trading. 

Of the firms on the FTSE 100 
index, shares in Aviva were up 1.82 
per cent while Prudential’s shares 
gained 2.73 per cent. Shares in Di¬ 
rect Line, which owns the Churchill 
brand, were up 1.42 per cent. 

Cathy Seifert, an insurance ana¬ 
lyst at CFRA Research, says large 
fires will see insurance stocks per¬ 
form well because “in the somewhat 
counter-intuitive world of insur¬ 
ance”, firms will be more likely to 
take on more liability, and therefore 
underwrite more policies. 

Paul Humphries, a claims special¬ 
ist for Ecclesiastical Insurance, said 
it was unclear whether Notre-Dame 
was insured as French cathedrals 
“are owned... by the state”. 


The world has expressed solidarity 
with France after the fire at Notre- 
Dame and offered their support for 
the recovery. 

The Queen, Pope Francis, 
Japanese Prime Minster Shinzo 
Abe, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Lithuanian President Dalia 
Grybauskaite, Danish Prime Min¬ 
ister Lars Lokke Rasmussen, 
Norwegian Prime Minister Erna 
Solberg and Austrian President 
Alexander Van der Bellen all ex¬ 
pressed their sadness. 

Lebanon’s Prime Minister, Saad 
Hariri, described the fire as a “her¬ 
itage and humanitarian disaster”. 

Former US first lady Michelle 
Obama, who was in Paris on Mon¬ 
day, said: “The majesty of Notre- 
Dame - the history, artistry, and 
spirituality - took our breath away, 
lifting us to a higher understanding 
of who we are and who we can be.” 
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Palace of Westminster faces as 
many fire hazards as Notre-Dame 



By Nigel Morris 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

Every hour of every day, teams of 
fire safety officers patrol the Palace 
of Westminster on alert for the first 
signs of problems that could develop 
into a devastating blaze. 

The horrifying images of Notre- 
Dame Cathedral’s smouldering ruins 
brought renewed warnings that the 
Houses of Parliament are in similar 
danger of being engulfed by flames. 

There are multiple fire risks in 
the crumbling complex of buildings, 
mainly dating from the 1840s. 

A near miss occurred in 2015 when 
a malfunctioning light was noticed 
on a roof. This could have sparked a 
serious fire. 

Forty small fires broke out in the 
building between 2008 and 2012, and 
were put out by wardens. 

The main fears centre on the cel¬ 
lars below the Commons and Lords 
chambers, which are crammed with 
pipes and cables carrying heating, 
gas, electricity and water. 

Most were fitted just after the Sec¬ 
ond World War, and should have been 
replaced 40 years ago. 


The dramatic images of a burning 
Notre-Dame serve to remind the UK 
of its cathedral, heritage. 

Among the oLdest is Canterbury 
Cathedral, which was founded in 597 
before being rebuild by Archbishop 
Lanfranc between 1070 and 1077. 

It is perhaps best known for being 
the scene of Archbishop Thomas 
Becket’s murder in 1170. 

York Minster is a magnificent 
exampLe of Gothic architecture. It 
was severely damaged by a bLaze in 
1984 (above). 


Ely Cathedral in East AngLia dates 
to 672. It was granted cathedral, 
status in 1109. Its 14th-century 
octagonal, tower is counted among 
the marveLs of the medieval. worLd. 

Durham Cathedral was buiLt in 
1093 in Norman styLe. It featured in 
the Harry Potter fiLms. 

In Hampshire, Winchester Cathe¬ 
dral is the Longest medieval cathe¬ 
dral in Europe. The building, which 
dates to the 7th century, is the burial 
site of Pride and Prejudice writer 
Jane Austen. 


The nightmare scenario is that a 
fire is ignited by water coming into 
contact with high-voltage electrical 
systems, which then rages through 
the warren of basement rooms, 
shafts and floor voids designed to 
aid ventilation. 

Earlier this month, MPs had to 
abandon a debate when a burst pipe 
led to a torrential leak of water into 
the chamber. 

Above ground, much of the build¬ 
ing - with many kitchens, extensive 
wood panelling and rooms packed 
with many books and documents - is 
a fire trap. 

Plans to overhaul the entire par¬ 
liamentary estate have proved con¬ 
troversial - not least because of the 
potential cost of more than £5bn. 

Instead, authorities have been 
forced to resort to a “patch and 
mend” approach, including the in¬ 
stallation of improved fire doors and 
a high-pressure water mist system. 

A “restoration and renewal” pro¬ 
gramme is not expected to start in 
earnest until the mid-2020s, after 
MPs and peers voted last year to 
leave the historic building to allow 
the work to be carried out. 
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Frontpages How European media marked the tragedy 


The catastrophic fire at Notre- 
Dame in Paris has made headlines V 
in France and around the world. ' 

La Croix, a daily Catholic paper i 
in France, carries the headline j 
“Heart in ashes”, Belgian paper De 
Standaard has a picture of the spire 
on the verge of collapse with the 
headline “Notre-Dame de Paris 
(1260-2019), while Het Belong Van 
Limburg runs with “Paris is crying”. 

Spanish daily El Pais calls the 
cathedral a “symbol of European 
culture”, and Le Soir carries the 
headline “Flames and tears”. 


NOTRE 

DAME 

lECGU* 
DflAFRMtCE 
IN HU 


‘Paris Match’ (left); Spanish newspapers 
(above); ‘Liberation’ (right) GETTY/PARIS 
MATCH/LIBERATION 
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How Matisse 
came to draw 
cathedral as 
living memory 

By Sebastian Smee 

The fire that raged through 
Notre-Dame has made us look at 
this great cathedral differently. If 
you have been to Paris, chances 
are you’re furiously ransacking 
your memories, digging back into 
past sensations and worrying 
about what lies ahead. 

In 1914, months before the First 
World War, Henri Matisse was 
doing the same. The artist and 
his wife, Amelie, abandoned plans 
to move to Morocco and instead 
took a modest apartment with a 
view of Notre-Dame, on the Quai 
Saint-Michel in Paris. 

Matisse was 44. He had lived in 
the same building, one floor up, for 
years. In fact, he had spent all but 
seven years of his adult life living 
with this same view of Paris’s 
most famous cathedral. 

At the turn of the century, he 
had painted Notre-Dame in 
broken Impressionist 
brushstrokes and as a ghostly, 
mauve silhouette under a light 
blue sky. It was a strangely casual 
way to treat so grand a building. 

Matisse had the nonchalance of 
a radical painter, but also of a lover, 
of someone who knows something 
intimately and can treat it as a 
given, a birthright, without a 
tourist’s self-conscious reverence. 

More than a decade later, the 
artist (below) returned to the 
subject, with results that remain 
indelible - and haunt the psyche 
on a day like today. 

First, in oil paint so thin it reads 
as watercolour, he painted the 
same view, from the same position 
on the Quai Saint-Michel with the 
same diagonal strip of the River 
Seine cutting across the lower half 
of the canvas. 

Then, he did something so 
radical he didn’t understand it 
himself. In fact, he refrained from 
exhibiting this second View of 
Notre-Dame, 1914 , for 35 years, 
when his fears were confirmed. It 
was regarded as “an unfinished 
sketch to which Matisse had 
unaccountably signed his name”. 

Matisse had reduced the 
cathedral to a shell, a linear 
scaffolding. He drew and redrew 
this shell, as if teaching himself its 
basic structure. He left evidence 
of his erased lines as he put down 
new ones, as if the painting were 
less a picture than a palimpsest, 
piled up of layers of memory and 
sensation. THE WASHINGTON POST 
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POLITICS 

Corbyn pledges to scrap 
primary school tests 



No more Gucci poochies 


By Nigel Morris 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

Jeremy Corbyn has promised that 
Labour would abolish testing of pri¬ 
mary school children, in a move to 
ease pressure on pupils and teachers. 

He pledged to scrap the Sats taken 
by seven and 11 year olds in English 
schools, as well as baseline assess¬ 
ments for reception classes. 

Speaking at the National 
Education Union (NEU) 
conference, the Labour 
leader said: “We need 
to prepare children for 
life, not just for exams.” 

He argued that the 
tests are stressful for 
young children, leaving 
many sick with worry. 

Eliminating them 
would relieve the pressure 
on a system struggling with a 
teacher recruitment crisis and over¬ 
crowded classrooms, Mr Corbyn 
{inset) argued. 

He said: “I meet teachers of all 
ages and backgrounds who are to¬ 
tally overworked and overstressed. 
These are dedicated public servants. 
It’s just wrong.” 

He said Labour would consult 
teachers and parents, in order to de¬ 
sign a flexible system of assessment 
that is tailored to individual pupils. 

EDUCATION 


By Mason Boycott-Owen 

Parents are finding out which prima¬ 
ry school their children will be going 
to in September, as many get their 
first choice while others miss out on 
their dream school. 

Early indications from a Press 
Association survey suggest a lower 
proportion of children across Eng- 


Testing times 

Testing young children has proved 
controversial since the introduction 
of the ll-pLus in 1944. 

The exam decided whether chiLdren 
entitLed to free secondary education 
went to grammar, secondary modern 
or technical schools. 

But it has been phased out since 
1976, when Local authorities 
were given the option 
of sending chiLdren to 
comprehensive schooLs, 
where they were aLL 
treated equaLLy. 

Standard assess¬ 
ment tests (Sats) for 
seven-year-oLds at Key 
Stage 1 were introduced, 
with exams in English 
and maths. In 1993, Sats in 
English, maths and science were 
brought in - this time for 14-year- 
olds at the end of Key Stage 3 , and Key 
Stage 2 Sats for 11-year-oLds in 1995. 

Back in October 2008, the Sats 
exams required for 14-year-oLds 
were scrapped by the then SchooLs 
Secretary Ed Balls. 

In 2017, the Government said Sats 
for 7-year-oLds wouLd no Longer be 
compuLsory from 2023, but a multi¬ 
plication test for 9-year-oLds will be 
introduced this year. 


land are gaining places at their first- 
choice school this year. 

It also suggests that local authori¬ 
ties have seen a slight rise in the 
number of applications. 

At least 86 per cent of youngsters 
are gaining their top preferences, 
with the figure rising as high as 98 
per cent in some areas. 

Of the 45 authorities that replied to 


The party also aims to develop a 
broader curriculum, instead of a rigid 
assessment regime, he told the con¬ 
ference in Liverpool. 

“Our assessment will be based on 
clear principles. First, to understand 
the learning needs of each child, be¬ 
cause every child is unique, and sec¬ 
ond, to encourage a broad curriculum 
aimed at a rounded education. 

“When children have a rich and 
varied curriculum, when they’re en¬ 
couraged to be creative, then there’s 
evidence that they do better at the 
core elements of literacy and numer¬ 
acy too.” 

Dr Mary Bousted, the NEU’s joint 
general secretary, said: “Jeremy Cor¬ 
byn gets it - he recognises the dam¬ 
age that a test-driven system is doing 
to children and schools; he under¬ 
stands what needs to change.” 

Last year the Government an¬ 
nounced that Key Stage 1 Sats would 
be replaced with a new baseline as¬ 
sessment in reception in 2020. 


/ Ij \ Primary school chiLdren 
4 A * take national tests in 
English, maths and science at the 

end of Year 2, when aged six to 
seven, and in English and maths 
in Year 6, aged 10 to 11, along with 
teacher assessments in science. 


the Press Association survey, there 
were 191,427 applications for pri¬ 
mary school places, up from 191,154 
last year. 

About 175,000 (91 per cent) gained 
places at their first choice, down 
from 92 per cent last year and a fur¬ 
ther 5 per cent secured their second 
choice, while one per cent got their 
third choice. 


The breeding of so-called 
“designer pets” is set to effectively 
be outlawed in Scotland later 
this year after plans to toughen 
animal protection laws were 
backed by the public. 

The vast majority (96.8 
per cent) of respondents to a 


By Alan Jones 

Record numbers of people are in 
work after a big increase in full-time 
jobs and self-employment over the 
past year, new figures reveal. 

Employment jumped by 179,000 
in the three months to February, to 
32.7 million, the highest total since 
records began in 1971. 

The figure has increased by 
457,000 over the past year, all 
among full-time employees and 
the self-employed, while the 
number of people in part-time jobs 


consultation on stricter licensing 
over the breeding of dogs, cats and 
rabbits said they agreed with the 
new plans. 

The Scottish Government plans 
to change the law to limit the 
number of litters that animals can 
give birth to. CHRIS GREEN 


fell by 15,000, said the Office for 
National Statistics. 

Unemployment fell by 27,000 to 
1.34 million, continuing a general 
trend which started in early 2012. 

The UK’s unemployment rate of 
3.9 per cent is now lower than at any 
time since the end of 1975. 

Average earnings increased by 
3.5 per cent in the year to February, 
no change on the previous month, 
but still outpacing inflation. When 
adjusted for inflation, pay, including 
bonuses, increased by 1.6 per cent 
on the year. 



Tewer pupils gain place at first-choice schools’ 


ECONOMY 

Employment hits 48-year high 
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'Tolstoy would see the 
way we live as atrocious ' 

Tatyana Tolstaya, the author’s 
great-grand-niece, on life in 
Russia’s game of thrones 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Climate activists 
cause gridlock 
for a second day 


By Thomas Horn all 

Climate change activists carried out 
a second day of protests yesterday as 
they demanded immediate action to 
tackle global warming. 

Major roads in central London, 
including Parliament Square, Water¬ 
loo Bridge, Oxford Circus and Marble 
Arch, were closed by demonstrations 
organised by the global environment 
group Extinction Rebellion. 

Its aim is to force governments to 
act on climate change and the decline 
of wildlife to halt a “sixth mass extinc¬ 
tion”. It is calling for an ecological 
emergency to be declared, green¬ 
house gas emissions to be cut to zero 
by 2025, and a new citizens’ assembly 
to lead action on the environment. 

The Metropolitan Police expected 
protests to continue “throughout the 
coming weeks”. So far, 122 activists 
have been arrested, five of them for 
alleged criminal damage on Monday. 

The remaining 117 were held on 
Waterloo Bridge on Monday night 
and early yesterday, mostly for public 
order offences and obstructing roads. 

As a large group of officers arrived 
to remove the campaigners, they 
were met with chants of: “We are 
peaceful, what about you?” 


There were loud cheers, bells were 
rung and whistles blown as people 
were quickly arrested and taken to 
police vans. Four activists chained 
and glued themselves under a lorry 
parked on the bridge, where they 
slept on Monday night. 

Ben Moss, 42, from Islington, who 
glued himself to the bars of the lorry, 
said: “We’re in an extreme situation, 
we have to take action.” 

In Scotland, more than 1,000 pro¬ 
testers blockaded the North Bridge 
in Edinburgh, bringing one of the 
main routes into the city centre to a 
standstill at 3pm. Groups of people 
on bikes converged from both sides 
of the bridge and others formed a 
human chain across the road. At 
5.30pm, protesters crossed Princes 
Street, the Scottish capital’s busiest 
shopping thoroughfare, and unfurled 
banners. Dozens were arrested. 

Attending her first protest, Chris¬ 
tine Patel, 69, said: “Usually I sit at 
home thinking: ‘What can one per¬ 
son do?’ But gathering together with 
other people changes that. We have 
to start thinking that we are a family.” 

In the Netherlands, about two 
dozen Extinction Rebellion protest¬ 
ers occupied the International Crimi¬ 
nal Court in The Hague. 



Road block: protesters at Oxford Circus yesterday DANIEL LEAL-OLIVAS/AFP/GETTY 


COURTS 

‘Rastamouse’ creator denies charges 


By Mary O’Connor 

The author behind Rasta¬ 
mouse, the crime-busting 
children’s character, has 
fallen foul of the law him¬ 
self after he was accused 
of being a benefits cheat. 

Michael de Souza, 

64, created the popular 
CBeebies show which fol¬ 
lowed Rastamouse (inset )and 
his reggae band Da Easy Crew as 
they solved crimes in their neighbour¬ 
hood for the President of Mouseland. 

He was charged last month with 


benefit fraud after not declaring his 
income as an author. He report¬ 
edly claimed housing benefit 
and jobseeker’s allowance 
for most of 2017 while 
“failing to declare you 
were self employed as an 
author and in receipt of 
earnings”, according to 
the Evening Standard. 

Mr De Souza yesterday 
denied two charges of dishon¬ 
estly failing to notify the DWP of 
a change of circumstances at South¬ 
wark Crown Court. He is due to ap¬ 
pear on trial in July. 
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CULTURE 



Queen Victoria’s Erard piano at Buckingham Palace ROYAL COLLECTION TRUST 

Victoria’s gold-leaf 
piano brings a ‘bit of 
bling’ to BBC Proms 


By Adam Sherwin 

ARTS AND MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

It is, the director of the BBC Proms 
admits, “an impressive bit of bling”. 

The Queen has agreed to allow a 
spectacular gold piano to be played 
outside of Buckingham Palace for the 
first time at this year’s Proms. 

The extravagant gold-leaf piano, 
ordered by Queen Victoria in 1856 
from the master French manufactur¬ 
ers Erard, became the unwitting star 
of the Queen’s festive broadcast. 


Prom highlights 

19 July Karina CaneLLakis wiLL be the 
first woman to conduct the First Night, 
with the BBC Symphony Orchestra, in 
a programme featuring Dvorak’s “The 
GoLden Spinning WheeL”. 

7 August Mica Levi’s “Under The Skin” 
and Hans Zimmer’s “Interstellar” are 
among the soundtracks at The Sound 
of Space, ceLebrating sci-fi fiLms. 

12 August DanieL Barenboim’s West- 
Eastern Divan Orchestra returns with 
Argentine pianist Martha Argerich for 
Tchaikovsky’s “Piano Concerto No 1”. 

6 September The Breaks - an 
exploration into breakbeats and the 
roots of hip-hop Led by World DJ 
champion Mr Switch. 


Viewers said that the instru¬ 
ment, nestled in the corner of the 
White Drawing Room at the palace, 
undermined the Queen’s message 
about poverty. 

Now, Buckingham Palace is to lend 
the piano to the Royal Albert Hall for 
a BBC Prom to mark the bicentenary 
of Queen Victoria’s birth. 

Stephen Hough, a leading pian¬ 
ist, will play it at a concert featuring 
music composed by Prince Albert, 
performed for the first time in the 
auditorium which was named in his 
honour by Victoria. 

Both Victoria and Albert used to 
play the piano, which is made from 
gilded and varnished mahogany fes¬ 
tooned with depictions of monkeys 
and cherubs. 

David Pickard, the Proms director, 
told i: “It’s a beautiful piano and it’s 
the first time it’s been played outside 
of Buckingham Palace. It will look 
spectacular in the hall.” 

Mr Hough will play Mendelssohn’s 
Piano Concerto No 1 at the August 
concert. Prince Albert’s German 
lieder songs, written when he was 19, 
before his marriage to Victoria, are 
less well known. 

BBC Proms takes place from 19 July 
to 14 September. Tickets from £6 are 
available from the Proms website 
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Across 

1 Spurs footballer to 
score a goal - it’s 
poetry! (6) 

3 Caught in Spain 
unfortunately goes 
to pieces (6) 

4 Look askance to see 
one of five children 
in street(6) 

Down 

1 Fashions in different 
phases (6) 

2 Crockery from 
disputed estate (3,3) 


Solution, page 57 


HEALTH 

Recipe-kit scheme helps children for years 


By Tom Eden 

A scheme that helped parents 
plan well-balanced family dinners 
for three months kept their chil¬ 
dren healthier for years after, a 
study has found. 

Low-income families in Edin¬ 
burgh and Colchester were given 
simple recipe kits to cook five 
healthy meals a week, with scien¬ 
tists studying the impact on their 


children’s body mass index (BMI)- 
The BMI of children who had been 
cooked well-balanced meals dur¬ 
ing the scheme fell by between 5 
and 6 percentage points. 

Researchers also found that, 
in the three years after the study, 
children continued to eat health¬ 
ily, even when there was no 
evidence of a similar change in 
their parents. 

Experts from the universities 


of Edinburgh and Bath collect¬ 
ed information on 285 families 
and found that prior to the pro¬ 
gramme all the adults and chil¬ 
dren involved were eating too 
much saturated fat and sugar and 
not enough fruit and vegetables. 

Professor Michele Belot, of the 
University of Edinburgh’s School 
of Economics, led the study and 
said: “Dietary habits are more 
malleable early on in life.” 



Upfront cost 


Customise your 
phone plan to lower 


Search 02 Custom Plans 


: /c? Choose your 
^upfront cost 

gj ; Spread the cost of 
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a selected family of tariffs. Some tariff extras are only available on the starting tariff, are not transferable, and may be lost if you change to an ineligible tariff. Devices are subject to 
availability. 0% APR. Finance subject to status and credit checks, 18+, Direct Debit. Credit provided by Telefonica UK Ltd, SL1 4DX. Terms apply, see o2.co.uk/terms 
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We’re offering up to 


AER/tax-free 
(variable) 

on a cash ISA 
at a ’nice to 
meet you’ rate 




If you’re not a Nationwide member, 
or have been with us for less than a year, 
open a Nationwide Single Access ISA and 
earn up to 1.30% AER/tax-free (variable) 
interest. You’re a member when you have 
a current account, mortgage or savings 
account with us. 

Should you wish to make a withdrawal at any 
time, the first withdrawal per Account Year* 
won’t affect the interest rate. If you want 
to make further withdrawals in the same 
year, then the interest rate will go down 
to 0.50% AER/tax-free (variable) until 
the anniversary of when you opened your 
account. After that, it will go back up to 
the higher rate again. You can save up to 
your annual ISA allowance, or transfer your 
existing ISAs into your new Nationwide ISA. 
This ISA is available for a limited time only. 


Nationwide 


Building Society 


*Account Year means12 months from the date the account was opened and each following 12 month period. UK residents, 16+. 
AER stands for Annual Equivalent Rate which illustrates what the interest rate would be if interest was paid and 
compounded once per year. Tax-free is the contractual rate of interest payable where interest is exempt from income 
tax. The information provided is based on our understanding of current law and HM Revenue & Customs practice, both 
of which may change. Interest is paid annually. Interest rates and products can change or be withdrawn without notice. 
Information correct at 21/03/2019. 

Nationwide Building Society. Head Office: Nationwide House, Pipers Way, Swindon, Wiltshire SN381NW. 
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POLITICS 

Tusk admits to 
'dreaming* of a 
Brexit reversal 


By Nigel Morris 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

The European Council president, 
Donald Tusk, has said that he still 
“dreams” of Brexit being reversed 
following the latest delay in Britain’s 
withdrawal from the EU. 

Departure day was put off by six 
months until 31 October by EU lead¬ 
ers at last week’s Brussels summit 
in an attempt to give Theresa May 
more time to find a way out of the 
Brexit deadlock. 

The postponement, which averted 
a no-deal exit, means Britain will 
have to participate in elections to the 
European Parliament on 23 May un¬ 
less Mrs May has been able to win a 


Commons majority for a withdrawal 
plan by then. 

Leading Tory and Labour figures 
have opened talks in the search for 
a common ground over Brexit, but 
the negotiations are not expected to 
come to a head until next week. 

Reporting to MEPs in Strasbourg, 
Mr Tusk said Britain would continue 
to be represented in the assembly 
for “several months - maybe long¬ 
er” under those circumstances. He 
added: “During the European Coun¬ 
cil one of the leaders warned us not 
to be dreamers, and that we shouldn’t 
think that Brexit could be reversed. 

“I would like to say: at this rather 
difficult moment in our history, we 
need dreamers and dreams. We can- 


CONSERVATIVES 

Rudd keeps door ‘slightly 
ajar’ for Tory leadership bid 


By Alain Tolhurst 

Amber Rudd said she was “keeping 
the door slightly ajar” to a possible 
run to be prime minister as 
she played down sugges¬ 
tions that she would team 
up with Boris Johnson on 
a joint ticket to replace 
Theresa May. 

The Work and Pen¬ 
sions Secretary {inset) 
said that she “didn’t have 
a plan” to stand in a leader¬ 
ship contest but repeatedly re¬ 
fused to rule out joining the race to be 
the next Conservative leader. 

Speaking on Radio 5 Live’s The 
Emma Barnett Show, she was asked 


if she wanted to take over from Mrs 
May, who has signalled she will stand 
down once Brexit is delivered. 

Ms Rudd said: “What I’ve said is 
that I’m not planning to run, so 
I have kept the door slightly 
ajar, but I’m not commit¬ 
ted to it at the moment.” 

She added that the 
One Nation caucus of 
Conservative MPs would 
not back a candidate who 
supports a no-deal Brexit. 
Barnett said that if the 
group fail to find someone who 
fits their criteria: “You’re just going 
to have to step in aren’t you?” 

Ms Rudd replied: “That is entirely 
possible... I don’t rule it out.” 
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Who’ll have 
the last laugh? 

Nigel Farage, the leader of the 
new Brexit Party and the M E P 
for South East England, arrives 
with the Ell’s chief Brexit 
negotiator, Michel Barnier 
(right), for the latest European 
summit on Brexit in Strasbourg 
yesterday REUTERS 




not give in to fatalism. At least I will 
not stop dreaming about a better and 
united Europe.” 

Mr Tusk is thought to have been 
referring to French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron, who had opposed a 
long delay to Brexit. 

During yesterday’s session, the 
Parliament’s chief Brexit co-ordi- 
nator, Guy Verhofstadt, spoke of 
his worries over the extension to 
Article 50. 

“I fear it will continue the uncer¬ 
tainty, I fear it will prolong the indeci¬ 
sion and I fear most of all that it will 
import the Brexit mess into the EU.” 

The European Commission presi¬ 
dent Jean-Claude Juncker told MEPs 
the EU has “nothing to gain” from the 
disruption a no-deal Brexit would 
bring to the UK. 


EUROPE 

Aspiring EU 
candidates flock 
to Change UK 

By Chloe Chaplain 

The new political party Change UK 
has received more than 3,000 appli¬ 
cations from people wishing to stand 
as candidates in the forthcoming 
EU elections. 

The website of the Independent 
Group - the handful of MPs behind 
the fledgling party - said that the site 
had been overwhelmed with a huge 
surge of traffic on Monday ahead of 
the deadline. 

The group’s 11 MPs are now going 
through the process of shortlisting 
and interviewing applicants for the 
70 MEP candidacy places. 

The Independent Group had its 
request to become an official party 
named Change UK approved by the 
Electoral Commission yesterday. 

It is made up of MPs who defected 
from Labour and the Conservatives 
in protest against the direction of 
their former parties’ leaderships. 

Change UK’s interim leader, Heidi 
Allen, said that the party had been 
“overwhelmed by the thousands 
of people wanting to roll up their 
sleeves and join our campaign from 
every walk of life and every corner of 
the country”. 

She added: “We will announce our 
MEP candidates at a launch event 
Tuesday next week.” 


LABOUR 

Frontbencher 
‘regrets’ making 
Zionism remark 


M if "k After voicing his concerns 
L A J over the ArticLe 50 
extension, Mr Verhofstadt aLso 
argued that the Brexit delay to 
31 October was “too near for a 
substantial rethink and too far 
away to prompt any action”. 


EU ELECTIONS 

Corbyn and 
Farage lock horns 

By David Hughes and Eleanor Barlow 

Jeremy Corbyn claimed that Nigel 
Farage was “not serious” about 
the UK’s relationship with the 
rest of the world as the pair traded 
blows ahead of the European 
election battle. The Labour leader 
said that Mr Farage and his Brexit 
Party were “not the answer to 
anyone’s problem”. 

But Mr Farage said he expected 
to “sweep the board” at the 
European Parliament elections on 
23 May, and questioned whether 
Mr Corbyn even understood his 
own policy on Brexit. 

Mr Corbyn insisted: “We have to 
have a relationship with Europe, 
in or out of the EU.” 


By David Hughes 

The shadow Justice Secretary, 
Richard Burgon, has been urged to 
apologise for saying that “Zionism is 
the enemy of peace”. 

The MP for Leeds East {inset), 
who is a close ally of Jeremy Corbyn, 
denied making the remarks and 
insisted that they were “not my 
view”. But new footage has shown 
him saying: “Zionism is the enemy 
of peace and the enemy of 
the Palestinian people.” 

Amanda Bowman, 
the vice president of 
the Board of Depu¬ 
ties of British Jews, 
said: “Mr Bur- 
gon’s comments 
are shameful. His 
denial and the sub¬ 
sequent revelation 
of his 2014 incitement 
against Zionists encap¬ 
sulates the total sham of Labour’s 
approach to anti-Semitism. At the 
very least he should apologise.” 

Mr Burgon said: “When it was 
put to me in August 2016 that I had 
made these remarks, I did not recall 
doing so and therefore asked for the 
full quotes to be provided to me, and 
when and where I had said them. 

“I received no reply, so believed 
that I hadn’t used that phrase. It is 
now clear I did, and I regret doing so.” 



And up to 
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LEGAL 

Judges uphold 
'crippling* tax 
bills for actors 


By Adam Sherwin 

ARTS AND MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

Hundreds of high-profile actors face 
crippling tax bills and risk “losing 
their homes”, their union Equity 
claims, after the actor Robert Glen- 
ister lost a landmark dispute over his 
national insurance contributions. 

The Hustle star was found liable to 
pay £150,000 in backdated national 
insurance contributions covering a 
period of seven years, during which 
he provided services as a performer 
through a personal service company. 

The Glenister ruling, confirmed 
after the actor lost an appeal, is seen 
as a test case with Equity repre- 


Last month, the presenter 

Lorraine Kelly won a 
dispute over a £i.2m national 
insurance and income tax bill 

when a judge ruled that she 
was not employed by ITV, but 
performs as her “chatty” persona. 


senting 60 performers who will also 
be affected. 

The union accused HM Revenue 
and Customs of “conducting a co-or¬ 
dinated attack” against its members. 

Glenister’s case leaves other star 
names facing the “threat of losing 
their homes” and “huge reputational 
damage”, The Stage reported. 

HMRC said that Glenister, 59, 
would have been regarded as self-em¬ 
ployed for tax if he had not used a per¬ 
sonal service company to reduce his 
liability. Freelance presenters work¬ 
ing for the BBC are also facing large 
retrospective tax bills after changes 
to the way they are employed. 

The BBC is working with HMRC 
to get the issue resolved after being 
told by MPs to deal with the “misery” 
caused to TV and radio present¬ 
ers who were told to use personal 
service companies. 

Before the ruling, Glenister, who 
appeared in the BBC drama Spooks, 
said: “My case is one of a few hundred 
involving many of the UK’s most suc¬ 
cessful actors. It is yet another unfair 




Actor Robert Glenister, pictured with his wife Celia, is now liable for £150,000 
in backdated tax and national insurance contributions STUART c WILSON/G ETTY 


cash grab that treats genuinely self- 
employed actors as employees, con¬ 
trary to government policy.” 

Rejecting his appeal, the tribunal 
judges said: “In effect, it is asserted 
that entertainers, who may have 
achieved considerable commercial 
success... should enjoy the special 


privilege of being able to avoid NIC by 
contracting through personal service 
companies rather than directly.” 

Glenister’s argument had “not 
shown us any provision explaining 
why entertainers... should enjoy any 
such special privilege; nor has it pro¬ 
vided any reasons why they should.” 


HEALTH 

Even moderate 
amounts of meat 
linked to cancer 

By Jane Kirby 

Eating even moderate amounts of 
ham, bacon and red meat can be 
linked to bowel cancer, experts say. 

People who stick to NHS guidelines 
on red and processed meat consump¬ 
tion still increase their risk of bowel 
cancer by a fifth compared with those 


who eat very small amounts, a study 
part-funded by Cancer Research 
UK found. 

The Department of Health said 
that people should cut their intake of 
red and processed meat to about 70g 
per day, which is the average daily 
consumption in the UK. 

For the study, published in the In¬ 
ternational Journal of Epidemiology, 
experts examined data from 475,581 
people aged 40 to 69 at the start of 
the study and followed them for an 
average of 5.7 years. During this time, 
2,609 people developed bowel cancer. 


EMPLOYMENT 

Long hours 
robbing workers 
of home life’ 

By Alan Jones 

Britons are working the longest 
hours in the EU, a study suggests. 

Full-time employees in the UK 
worked an average of 42 hours a week 
last year, almost two more than the 
typical EU employee, said the Trades 
Union Congress (TUC). Workers in 


other countries, including Germany 
and Denmark, are more productive 
than their UK counterparts even 
though they work fewer hours. 

The average full-time week in 
Britain has shortened by 18 minutes 
over the past decade, and at the cur¬ 
rent rate of progress, it would take 
63 years for workers to get the same 
amount of free time as elsewhere in 
the EU, the body said. 

The TUC leader, Frances O’Grady, 
said: “Britain’s long-hours culture is 
robbing workers of a decent home life 
and time with their loved ones.” 


ENVIRONMENT 

Farmed fish 
fed "billions 
of tonnes’ 
of wild fish 


ByTomBawden 

ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 

Billions of tonnes of small, oily 
fish are being taken from the wild 
every year to feed farmed fish, a 
study has found. 

The scale of the practice risks 
collapsing the marine food webs in 
which these kind of wild fish play a 
key role, threatening food security 
in the process, the Compassion in 
World Farming group claims. 

Wild fish such as mackerel, sar¬ 
dines and anchovies are caught 
and turned into fishmeal and fish 
oil in aquaculture feed - a multi¬ 
billion-pound global industry that 
lacks transparency and is exacer¬ 
bating overfishing, it says. 

Its report adds that about a 
fifth of the world’s total catch 
of wildfish is turned into fish¬ 
meal and fish oil - about 90 per 
cent of which is good enough for 
human consumption. 

“Urgent action is required to 
increase the transparency and 
sustainability in the aquafeed in¬ 
dustry supply chain and to wean it 
completely off its reliance on fish 
caught in the wild,” said Natasha 
Hurley, of the Changing markets 
Foundation, a campaign group 
which worked on the report. 



The practice risks collapsing 
marine food networks G ETTY 
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SPOTTERS 


Spotted this week, 
the toast of the town. 


Available in store now 


Q> lidl.co.uk/spring 

While stocks last. Subject to availability. Selected stores. Excludes ROI & Nl. Packaging, sizes & measurem 
Decorative items not included. Prices correct at time of going to print & valid for a limited period only. 

Deluxe Hot Cross Buns, 4 pack, Choose from Traditional, Very Berry and Apple & Cinnamon, 89p, 22.3p/bun. 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Does anybody really need 
Samsung’s £1,800 foldable phone? 

The new 
Samsung 
Galaxy Fold 
smartphone 
will go on sale 
in the UK on 
3 May PA 



PROPERTY 

30m pool ups the ante in flat wars 


The novel crease in 
the new Galaxy Fold 
does not convince 

Rhiannon Williams 

I f it’s never crossed your mind 
that a phone capable of folding 
in half like a small book was 
something you wanted, the 
technology industry has 
decided it’s something you need - at 
significant expense. 

Samsung is spearheading 
the new “foldables” movement: 
sophisticated smartphones with 
flexible displays built to withstand 
being folded back and forth over 
the course of years, and designed to 
fulfill our reported desire to watch 
TV programmes, films and other 
videos on increasingly larger, high- 
quality screens on the go. 

The company’s Galaxy Fold will 
be the first foldable from a major 
manufacturer on the market when 
it goes on sale on 3 May through EE, 
priced from £1,800. When folded in 
half it resembles a chunky handset 
of yesteryear, complete with a 
comparatively small 4.6-inch front 


display which folds over to meet the 
opposing far edge. Prising apart the 
magnetic edges reveals the larger 
inner display, which bends courtesy 
of a hinge mechanism running down 
the centre of the two halves. 

This hinge, Samsung claims, has 
been engineered to withstand more 
than 200,000 folds - the equivalent 
of opening and closing it 100 times 
a day over the course of five years. 
However, Samsung acknowledges 
it expects owners to use their 


Galaxy Fold for between two and 
three years, raising concerns about 
why there’s a crease clearly visible 
smack bang in the centre of it. 

Samsung is adamant the crease 
won’t worsen over time, but it 
stands to reason any material being 
flexed repeatedly is going to suffer 
some form of wear and tear. 

All of this returns to the question 
of whether anyone really needs a 
folding phone, to which the answer 
is a resounding “no”. 


By Mary O’Connor 

A record-breaking 30m private 
swimming pool is the latest weapon 
to be unveiled in the “aquatic arms 
race” between luxury property de¬ 
velopers in central London to attract 
super-rich residents. 

Almacantar, the housing develop¬ 
er behind the revamp of the Centre 
Point skyscaper in London’s West 
End, boasted that it was the “longest 
ever” pool for residents in the capital. 

It has outstripped the previous 


record of 25m set by upmarket prop¬ 
erties such as The Bryanston, oppo¬ 
site Marble Arch and Hyde Park. 

The pool at Centre Point, where a 
flat costs between £1.8m and £55m, 
was designed by Conran and Part¬ 
ners to “meet the needs of modern, 
cosmopolitan city dwellers who pri¬ 
oritise self-care and wellbeing”. 

Peter Wetherell, of the Mayfair 
estate agency Wetherell, said that 
leisure facilities had become “the lat¬ 
est weapons in an arms race between 
super-prime developers”. 


MILITARY 

Blood-clotting device gets £5m boost 

By Georgina Stubbs excessive blood loss by slowing haem¬ 

orrhaging - to be administered at the 
The Defence Secretary, Gavin push of a button. 

Williamson, has announced Lieutenant-Colonel Chris 

a £5m investment in tech- Wright, who came up with 

nology which could stop £&*** the idea, said that the de¬ 
rapid and fatal blood loss ^ \ vice could have “massive 

on the battlefield and utility”. The auto-injector 

Britain’s streets. .ilr Mw wou ld allow the drug to be 

A team of military doc- jj delivered straight into a 

tors and scientists are leg muscle, 

developing the TXA Auto- Mr Williamson {inset) said 

injector which would allow tran- he hoped that the device would 

examic acid - used to treat or prevent be available to the military by 2022. 
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The Opinion Matrix 


COMMENT FROM HOME AND ABROAD 


DAVID 

LAMMY 



MP simply 
held up a 
mirror 



The Mirror 

David Lammy is calling 
out the extremism 
of Jacob Rees-Mogg 
and Boris Johnson 
for what it is. He is 
holding up a mirror 
to their dog-whistle 
xenophobia and 
pointing out that it is 
their actions defining 
them. Some claimed 
Lammy called all 
Leave voters Nazis. He 
did not. 

(Darren Lewis) 

TheSun 

Mr Lammy inflames - 
whether wittingly or 
not - the poisonous 
online culture in 
which Leave voters are 
casually referred to as 
dumb, old, extremist 
imbeciles. He helps to 
whip up loathing for 
certain politicians. 
(Brendan O’Neill) 


NOTRE-DAME 

FIRE 



Obvious 
symbolism 
for Macron 

The Spectator 

The symbolism won’t 
be Lost on Macron, who 
from the moment he 
took office has used his 
country’s rich history 
as a backdrop to his 
presidency. In their 
eyes its destruction 

- even though 
seemingly accidental 

- symbolises what is 
happening to France 
under this president. 
(Gavin Mortimer] 

Washington Post 

Notre-Dame is not 
dead. The cathedral 
will rise again. It will be 
beautiful once more. 
But the cathedral will 
not be quite as alive as 
it once was. As Notre- 
Dame burns, so does a 
piece of our ability to 
relate to the past, and 
the future. 

(Stephen Stromberg) 


SHAMIMA 

BEGUM 



She is 

unforgivably 

indifferent 


The Express 

She made her bed and 
it is entirely right that 
she Lies in it. That is an 
important issue but 
in the current context 
of the row over Ms 
Begum receiving Legal 
aid it is the principle 
which we need to focus 
on - and which it is 
vital we uphold. 
(Stephen Pollard] 

Daily Telegraph 

She is thoroughly 
unlikeable and has 
shown a depraved 
indifference to the 
murderous impact of 
the Islamist death cult 
she freely joined. We 
must do everything 
possible to reverse this 
dismal conveyor belt. 
That includes taking 
risks with people 
we despise. 
(lanAcheson) 


EUROPEAN 

ELECTIONS 



Farage could 
spring an 
election upset 


New Statesman 

Some Remainers 
would love voters to 
desert Labour and vote 
for one of the three 
unambiguously anti- 
Brexit parties. But this 
is unlikely to happen. A 
People’s Vote on May’s 
deal may be the only 
chance they have of 
changing that situation 
any time soon. 

(Simon Wren-Lewis) 

The Guardian 

Those on both 
extremes of the Brexit 
debate will make up a 
Larger proportion of 
the electorate, further 
boosting the Brexit 
Party vote. It is entirely 
plausible that we are 
facing another Farage¬ 
shaped upset at the 
ballot box. I wouldn’t 
bet against him. 

(Chris Curtis) 


BREXIT 

TURMOIL 



Chaos is not 
inevitable or 
permanent 


The Times 

The Labour Party 
is still suffering the 
fallout: reeling from 
divisions over Brexit 
and allegations of 
anti-Semitism. It is 
easy to be fatalistic 
about the divisions 
and the nastiness in 
politics, but today’s 
chaos is neither 
inevitable nor 
permanent. 

(Rachel Sylvester) 

Evening Standard 

Our polarised politics 
are dominated by 
families - the Johnsons, 
the Rees-Moggs - who 
have strong Lines on 
Europe. In politics, 
blood is thicker than 
water, except in the 
case of Brexit, which is 
a religion that brings a 
curse on all houses. 
(Charlotte Edwardes) 



Final series 
opener splits 
opinion 


The Independent 

There will be Love, 
death, enormous 
battles. This episode 
doesn’t do much of that 
at all. In most respects, 
it is a classic opening 
throat-clearer, bringing 
us up to speed. Frankly, 
there isn’t much 
going on, compared 
to episode one of 
previous series. 

(Ed Cumming) 

The Daily Mail 

As long as the writers 
can refrain from 
slaughtering all the 
best actors, Game of 
Thrones will remain 
addictively watchable. 
But if Tyrion, Arya and 
one or two others wind 
up as more of the Night 
King’s gory collages, 
my interest is going 
to wane. 

(Christopher Stevens) 


Quote of 
the day 



It’s hugely 
entertaining, 
if it were not 
so deadly 
serious... It’s 
like a parody 
of student 
politics 

Kenneth Clarke 
Former chancellor 
and Father of the 
House on Brexit 


Life In Brief 

LYTONG ANTI-COMMUNIST ACTIVIST 


The Vietnam War officially ended in 
April 1975, when North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong forces swept through Saigon 
and gained control of the American- 
backed South. But for Ly Tong, a 
former South Vietnamese fighter pilot 
who has died aged 73, the struggle 
against communism would Last for 
decades more. 

Dubbed “the Vietnamese James 
Bond”, Tong drew on his military 
training to hijack planes, twice dumping 
tens of thousands of anti-communist 
pamphlets over Ho Chi Minh City. 

Le Van Tong was born in Hue, the 
former imperial capital of Vietnam. 

His father was a farmer who was killed 
during the war against the French, 
when Tong was aged two. 

By age 17, Tong had joined the 
South Vietnamese Air Force. His A-37 
attack plane was shot down near Nha 
Trang shortly before the end of the 


war and Tong was captured and sent 
to communist prisons where he was 
tortured. Tong escaped in 1980 and 
embarked on a 17-month trek through 
Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia, 
travelling by bike, bus, rail and foot. 

He eventually swam at night across 
the Johor Strait to Singapore, hailed a 
cab and arrived at the US embassy to 
request asylum. 

He became an American citizen 
and studied political science at the 
University of New Orleans. Tong had 
nearly completed work on a PhD when 
he left for Thailand, where he said he 
tried to steal a Royal Thai Air Force 
plane to bomb Vietnam, before settling 
on his hijacking plot. 

On 4 September 1992, he boarded 
an Air Vietnam flight carrying 155 
passengers from Bangkok to Ho Chi 
Minh City. Placing a noose around a 
flight attendant’s neck and wielding a 


plastic knife, he soon made his way into 
the cockpit. 

Tong said he had a bomb strapped 
to his body - it was actually a set of 
binoculars taped to his Leg - and forced 
the pilot to descend to 500ft, reduce 
speed and circle Ho Chi Minh City. He 
spent half an hour throwing sacks of 
pamphlets out the cockpit window. 
“People of Saigon - fill the streets!” they 
read. “Occupy the radio and television 
stations! Ask the police to join the 
revolution or return to their barracks!” 

Tong eventually threw himself 
out the window, using a secondhand 
parachute he had purchased in 
Bangkok, to Land safely in a swamp. No 
passengers or crew were injured, and 
Tong was arrested within two hours. 

He was sentenced to 20 years in 
prison, released early in 1998 as part 
of a general amnesty. An unchastened 
Tong went on to broaden his fight 



against communism, dropping Leaflets 
over Havana on New Year’s Day 2000 
that urged Cubans to rise up against 
“the old dinosaur Fidel Castro”. 

In recent years, Tong Lived in 
California, where in 2008 he went 
on a month-long hunger strike in 
front of San Jose City Hall, seeking 
to get a stretch of Vietnamese shops 
recognized as “Little Saigon”. 
THEWASHINGTON POST 

Bom 1 September 1945 
Died 5 April 2019 

Harrison Smith 
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My View 

Katy Balls 



Cries of speech!’ are getting louder 

How much longer can May put off the State Opening of Parliament? 


T he Queen doesn’t like 
to be kept waiting. 

The Palace was not 
amused when, two 
years ago, Theresa 
May had to postpone 
the State Opening of Parliament 
because negotiations with the 
DUP - following the loss of the Tory 
majority - were taking longer than 
planned. The delay led to a clash 
with Royal Ascot. Getting between 
Her Majesty and her horses is never 
a good idea. 

But Theresa May looks set to 
make the same mistake again. With 
the two-year parliamentary session 
nearly complete, the hope was that 
the Government would present 
its next Queen’s Speech - setting 
out its legislative agenda - in June. 
Except things haven’t gone quite 
to plan, and there is no date in the 
diary yet. 

The Government has no domestic 
legislation left. The only Bills 
outstanding from the 2017 Queen’s 
Speech are Brexit ones that the 
Government can’t pass. 

This means that on return from 
the Easter recess, the Government 
is faced with an unappetising 
choice. They can muddle on 
with no Brexit breakthrough 
and no Government business to 
distract MPs with in the hope that 
something good happens in the 
remaining five or so months of the 
Brexit extension. Or they can take a 
chance and bring forward one last 
vote on May’s Brexit deal. 

With the House of Commons 
Speaker John Bercow clear that 
he won’t allow the Government 
to bring a vote on the same piece 
of legislation twice, whips believe 
they can force one more vote by 
putting it into the reading of the 
Government’s one remaining 
Bill: the Withdrawal and 
Implementation Bill. However, 
if MPs then rejected it, the 
Government would have no choice 
but to prorogue Parliament and 
present a Queen’s Speech. 

However, a Queen’s Speech is 
fraught with difficulties for an 
administration which lacks a 
majority. Firstly, it presents an 
opportunity to bring down the 
Government. If MPs vote it down, 
the Government falls and an 
election is likely to follow. Secondly, 
the Tories’ confidence and supply 
agreement with the DUP only lasts 
for the current session, so a whole 
new negotiation would have to take 
place to win the DUP’s support 
for the next session. Given that 



The Queen 
was said to be 
not amused at 
delays to the 
State Opening 
of Parliament 
in 2017 GETTY 
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relations between Theresa May 
and Arlene Foster’s party are at 
an all-time low, this won’t be easy. 
Finally, the Government needs to 
have a legislative agenda to present. 
With no agreement on Brexit 
and little in the way of domestic 
agenda, there’s little to hide the 
Government’s modesty. 

The issue is a source of division 
in the Cabinet. There are those who 
believe such a vote could be the 
end for this shaky Government so 
the best thing May can do is hang 
on - do nothing drastic on Brexit 
unless she is sure of the votes - and 
busy the Government with various 
reviews and set-piece events. They 
say there is currently no majority - 
and warn that the DUP would not 
play ball. Then, in November, when 
the Brexit extension ends, the party 
can reassess - perhaps once it has a 
new leader in place. 

However, others believe that 
this is not a sustainable approach. 
Whether it’s the embarrassment 
of doing nothing for five months 


or MPs forcing the Government’s 
hand, Cabinet ministers argue 
that the Government must 
prepare a Queen’s Speech. The 
more optimistic of them even 
say that this could help May by 
giving her a chance to draft her 
political obituary. 

The Prime Minister has said 
she will depart No 10 before the 
second half of the negotiations take 
place. She doesn’t just want to be 
remembered for Brexit, or for not 
delivering Brexit. A new Queen’s 


Some believe 
a vote on the 
Queen’s Speech 
could be the end 
for this shaky 
Government 


Speech could give May the chance 
to set out her legacy. 

How would she do it? Choose a 
handful of issues she is passionate 
about - return to the “burning 
injustices” agenda she set out on 
the steps of Downing Street in her 
first days as Prime Minister. With 
no majority, these issues must be 
things that can get cross-party 
support - the Motherhood and 
Apple Pie Bill 2019. Government 
departments have been asked if 
there is anything they would like 
to do. 

Any Queen’s Speech could be 
“hijacked” by Tory factions and 
used to force the Government’s 
hand on Brexit. There has already 
been talk of a “vote strike” among 
the European Research Group in 
protest at the Prime Minister’s 
handling of Brexit. So May needs to 
pick issues that these MPs would 
struggle to abstain on - issues such 
as veterans’ rights. 

With the Cabinet leadership 
contenders calculating that their 


I best chance at winning the top job 
comes from May sticking around 
long enough to take the flak for the 
Brexit deal, the Prime Minister has 
longer in the job yet. 

Jeremy Hunt and Sajid Javid 
know that any leadership contest 
now would turn into a bidding war 
on Brexit that they couldn’t win. So 
both would rather spend their time 
buffing up their CVs. This week, 
we are seeing how they’ll pitch for 
the job. Hunt is in Japan, being the 
statesman on the world stage. Javid 
is talking about his life story, how 
growing up on the most dangerous 
street in Britain formed his views on 
violent crime. 

A Queen’s Speech could be May’s 
chance to reset the dial. That 
said, she’d best not make it long - 
otherwise Tory MPs will start to get 
the wrong idea. 

I Katy Balls is deputy political editor at 
The Spectator’ magazine 

i@inev7s.c0.uk 
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Weaknesses 
in fraud plans 

Guaranteeing refunds 
to defrauded customers 
(i, 15 April) seems Like a 
bright idea by TSB to win 
over customers - but it 
is more about marketing 
than preventing fraud. 

First, if you take away 
the risk that customers 
will Lose their money 
they will quickly Lose the 
will to be vigilant and 
fraud cases will rise. 

Second, you are 
announcing to the crooks 
and hackers that TSB 
is the bank to attack, 
as there is no longer 
any incentive for TSB 
customers to take extra 
precautions or take 
particular care to Look 
after their money. 

Finally, among 5.2 
million TSB customers 
there may be those 
who are just tempted 
to manipulate the 
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easy refund to their 
advantage, and indulge in 
a bit of fraud themselves. 

GEOFFSEYMOUR 

FAVERSHAM, KENT 

The housing 
crisis 

What a pleasure to 
read an intelligent piece 
about housing from The 
Economist (i, 15 April). 

One of the major 
problems for young 
people is that they are 
having to pay such high 
private rentals that they 
will never be able to save 
enough for a deposit 
on their own home. The 
Conservative policy of 
always giving priority 
to private Landlords has 
Led to increasing rents, 
which give landlords 
better returns than any 
other investment. This is 
without the competition 
of Local authorities’ 
reasonable rents. 
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ARTS 

Moominvalley 

How an A-list cast 
was attracted to 
the new animated 
TV series about 
the children’s 
favourites 

iBUYS 

Easter eggs 

The best 
last-minute 
treats for 
chocoholics 


Tragedy of 
Notre-Dame 


The Vatican City is 
immensely wealthy. A 
contribution from it 
to restore the Catholic 
edifice, Notre-Dame, 
would mean that 
public donations 
could be directed to 
alleviating human 
suffering elsewhere. 
DEREK WESTON 
GREAT BRICETT, 
SUFFOLK 


As we gazed upon the 
catastrophic scenes in 
Paris, we should reflect 
upon the fact that 75 
years ago vast tracts of 
Europe and Asia Lay in 
similar ruins, including 
thousands of historic 
treasures. Since that 
time, an important 
international project 
has been under way that 
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I am sure that many 
more council houses will 
reduce the pressure on 
Landlords to maintain 
their properties without 
keeping on raising the 
rents or putting people 
on to the streets. 

DAVID CR ITCH LOW 
POOLE, DORSET 


that. The message being: 
do as I say, not as I do. 

ROGER KING 

STIVES, CORNWALL 

History through 
narrow glasses 

Yasmin ALibhai-Brown 
and David Lammy 
are both Leftie Liberals 
who seem to think of 
themselves on the moral 
high ground (i, 16 April). 
Everyone who disagrees 
with them are right- 
wing, going on fascist, 
including those who 
voted differently in the 
EU referendum. 

If you Look at 
everything through their 
narrow glasses, you are 
always Likely to see what 
you want to see. But to 
compare today’s Britain 
with 1930s Germany 
shows a patently absurd 
understanding of history. 
JOHN FINAN 
LOUTH, LINCOLNSHIRE 

Rees-Mogg 
loses his cool 

Your correspondent 
Geoff Chapman Lauds 
Jacob Rees-Mogg as 
“always gracious and 
never reacting with 
anger” (Your View, 16 
April). He must have 
missed Rees-Mogg 
throwing his toys out of 
the pram on the Today 
programme a couple of 
weeks ago whilst being 
interviewed with the 
utmost courtesy by 
Mishal Husain. It was a 
wonderful moment. 
CHRISTOPHER MORLEY 
HALESOWEN, 

WEST MIDLANDS 
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thankfully makes what 
happened to Notre- 
Dame a rare and singular 
event. Perhaps we should 
all think on that for 
a moment. 

JEFF DAY 
SEATON, DEVON 

Yet another historic 
iconic building 
undergoing restoration 
goes up in flames. 

Where were the night 
watchmen, or where 
they dispensed with on 
grounds of cost? In the 
Second World War many 
buildings Like Canterbury 
Cathedral were saved 
from incendiary bombs 
by volunteer wardens. 

I trust someone is 
guarding over it now 
while undergoing a 
years-Long restoration 
programme, so that it 
doesn’t become another 
Windsor Castle or 


Glasgow School of Art 
fire disaster. 

MIKE ARMSTRONG 

CANTERBURY 

Climate 

hypocrisy 

Great photo of the 
climate change protester 
near Oxford Street 
taking a big, smiling 
selfie on a phone (i, 16 
April). A phone which 
contains materials that 
are obtained by mining 
at great environmental 
expense, and which, 
as one of tens of 
millions, contributes 
to a significant 
proportion of global 
energy consumption. 

A phone that will 
be thrown away and 
renewed regularly. A 
phone that nobody had, 
or needed, 30 years ago, 
or for millennia before 


Blitz bomb damage 
around St Paul’s Cathedral, 
which was protected by 
volunteer wardens, in 
1941 KEYSTONE/GETTY 
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Trusting clueless reviewers can cost you a fortune 


CONSUMER 

Hamish 



A mazon may be flooded 

with fake reviews and it is 
certainly a worry that the 
platforms carry supposedly 
five-star reviews that have been 
generated by some computer on the 
other side of the Earth. But actually, 
it’s not fake reviews that we need to 
worry about when shopping online. It 
is people who don’t redly understand 
what they are talking about. 

We live in a world where people 
trust “real” reviewers rather than 
experts. So we choose a restaurant 
on the basis of its rating by hundreds 
of people who have eaten there, 
rather than the review in a guide book 
or newspaper. The same goes for a bit 
of equipment, a dishwasher or some 
headphones. We do that because the 
reviews are more up-to-date and we 
think we can usually filter out the duff 
comments. The worst that happens 


is you have a mediocre meal or buy a 
sub-standard product; annoying, but 
not a catastrophe. 

The much bigger problem comes 
when reviewers praise a service 
that seems to them to be fine, but 
that they know nothing about. At 
best, people who follow the advice 
encounter a huge amount of hassle. 
At worst, they lose their life savings. 

There are two particularly grave 
examples in the UK of people being 
misled by positive user comment. 
One is electricity and gas supplies; 
the other is financial products. 

It has been extremely easy to set 
up a new company in Britain to sell 
gas and electricity. As a result, a 
string of suppliers have sprung up 
and duly gone bust. The Government 
has just tightened up its rules on 
this, and not before time. But how 
do completely new companies, with 
no track record and hardly any 
financial resources behind them, 
manage to establish themselves? 

The answer is they rely on social 
media. You get someone to design 
a cute website, boasting how green 
the electricity supply is, and when 
you have a few customers you offer 
them discounts on their power if 
they sell the service to other people. 
The business snowballs as each new 


customer is incentivised to recruit 
more people to switch server. New 
customers pay upfront, but the 
cost to the company in terms of the 
discounts offered to the people who 
sell the service to them builds up. So 
the business has to keep growing. If 
it stops growing, it folds. 

Scores of companies have done 
just this, and their customers have 
to be picked up by other, more 
substantial, suppliers. 

The point here is that people 
recruiting new customers have no 
qualifications to be a sales agent. They 
probably know nothing about the 
company’s finances and they may not 
reveal how much they are being paid, 
by way of a discount on their own 
supply, to make a sale. But they are 
trusted as they are on social media. 

A couple of weeks ago I saw an 
advert for a new electricity supplier 
on my email feed. It looked a bit 
rum, so I checked on the Companies 
House website (which, by the way, is 
excellent and free to use). It took two 
minutes to see that the company’s 
founder had been a director of 
several other companies that had 
gone into liquidation. That does not 
necessarily mean this one will fold, 
or that the founder is dishonest. But 
it is a huge red flag. 



People tend to trust reviews on 
Amazon and elsewhere left by 
‘real’ people rather than experts 
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: worst, 
people who 
follow this bad 
advice lose their 
life savings 


If this is alarming, what has 
happened in the sale of financial 
products is worse. Earlier this year 
a company called London Capital 
& Finance collapsed. There is an 
inquiry now looking into this, and 
four of the directors have been 
charged with fraud. The firm issued 
bonds to investors, which offered 
a high rate of interest, attractive 
in a low-interest rate world. Now it 
appears that losses of £236m are at 
stake. While some money may be 
recovered, most won’t be. Thousands 
of investors will lose money, in some 
cases their life savings. 

This is a disaster in terms of 
regulation and auditing, but the 
company would not have been able 
to raise such funds without social 
media. On the reviews platform 
Feefo it got 4.8 stars, with reviews 
turning negative only at the end. 
Google reviews are more mixed, 
with the rating pulled down to 2.2 by 
recent ones. 

The company’s adverts did 
warn that investors’ capital was at 
risk - but with all those five-star 
reviews, many people did not worry. 
Anyone who invested after trusting 
online reviews, rather than taking 
professional advice, will, I fear, have 
no comeback, the independent 
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OAPs are not hard to please, they are often just isolated 


KELNER’SVIEW 


Simon 

Reiner 



«T can’t work machines,” 

I said an exasperated June 
I Brown, giving up on her 
I quest to get a recipe 
^Lfor scones from her 
Alexa. Most people watching the 
92-year-old actress - best known 
for her work as Dot Cotton in 
EastEnders - will have been vaguely 
amused by Ms Brown’s efforts to 
talk to, even reason with, Alexa, who 


insisted instead on giving recipes 
for Mexican chicken salad with 
yogurt dressing. 

“I’m getting very angry here,” 
she told her digital assistant at 
one point, appearing not to realise 
that Alexa was there simply to take 
clear instructions and not to have 
a conversation on the subject. This 
scene was played out in an ITV 
series, Hard To Please OAPs, which 



started this week and in which a 
number of well-known pensioners 
for hire - Harry Redknapp, Michael 
Whitehall, John Sergeant... you get 
the idea - pit themselves against 
modern gadgets. It’s Grumpy Old 
Men - or Women - by another name, 
and it’s partly played for laughs. 

But there is a serious issue at the 
heart of the programme’s 
conceit. The isolation felt 
by people at pensionable 
age and beyond is not 
new, but it is hard 
to argue that the 
march of technology 
hasn’t exacerbated 
this problem, a point 
Brown {inset) made 
in an interview. “I’ve 
got an iPhone but it’s too 
much like a computer,” she said. 

“All this technology is supposed to 
bring people together, but because 
so many elderly people can’t get to 
grips with it, they feel even more 
isolated. They’ve no one to talk to 
and nothing to bring them to life.” 

She found plenty to talk to her 
Alexa about, but it caused her only 
to feel more disenfranchised and 
alone. The divide between those 
who have an intuitive understanding 
of technology and those who don’t 
has never been greater, and this is 
a factor in the workplace for people 
much younger than Brown, who 
have found themselves supplanted 
by a generation who were born into 
the digital age. This advantage could 


be short-lived, as they themselves 
become supplanted by robots. 

Alexa may be the thin end of the 
wedge - by 2021, it is estimated that 
1.8 billion of us will entrust many of 
our daily tasks to a digital assistant 
- but it’s futile to rage against the 
machine, and the lesson of June 
Brown’s experience is that she just 
needed to know how to speak 
to Alexa. 

In many cases, older 
people, given the right 
instructions, have 
found Alexa a source 
of comfort, providing 
them with a semblance 
of company, and 
making it easier through 
voice control to operate a 
radio, for instance. 

But that doesn’t make very 
good television, and ITV’s worthy 
remit was to expose the increasing 
number of ways in which the elderly 
feel discomfited. Old people have 
always been bemused, frustrated 
and sometimes angered by the ways 
of the modern world, but never more 
than now, I’d suggest. 

There are so many widening 
divisions in our society, based on 
geography, demographics and 
wealth, that we allow another one, 
based on age and technical ability, 
to be more pronounced at our peril. 
This is about so much more than not 
being able to get a recipe for scones. 

Twitter: @Simon_Kelner 
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EDUCATION 

Lucy 

Kellaway 


Quit? I plan 
to teach into 
my seventies 

D o teachers work too hard? 
Yes, they clearly do, as 
evidenced by the fact that 
40 per cent of them can’t 
see themselves surviving another 
five years in the classroom. 

Yet my own experience is a bit 
different. I became a trainee teacher 
in September 2017 after three 
decades of working as a. Financial 
Times journalist. I have also 
encouraged 120 older professionals 
to become teachers through Now 
Teach, a charity I co-founded 
A few weeks ago, I surveyed all 
of them about the best and worst 
thing about teaching. Even though 
most of them are knackered, only a 
few specifically mentioned workload 
as the thing that was getting them 
down. Some have spent careers in 


workaholic roles in banking and 
the law and consultancy, compared 
to which the teaching hours look 
less bad. I usually do a 10-hour day, 
which is long but not unmanageably 
so, especially given the 13 weeks’ 
holiday a year. 

What is different is the intensity. 
Every hour in a school is twice as 
exhausting as any hour I used to 
spend as a journalist. Teaching is so 
full on that there isn’t even time to go 
to the loo. 

Not only does it involve live 
multitasking in front of volatile 
teenagers, it is also emotionally 
draining. You are in loco parentis to 
32 children at a time. Even when 
they aren’t under your nose, you 
are on the phone to their parents 
discussing undone homework and 
other misdemeanours. 

So yes, I’m tired. But no, I don’t 
plan to leave the profession in five 
years -1 hope to be a teacher into my 
seventies. A big part of this is that I 
work part-time. 

What surprises me, given the 
numbers of burnt-out young people 
leaving the profession, is that most 
schools seem happy to make already 
exhausted teachers do things that 
are a poor use of their time. Workload 
varies, and some schools take better 
care of their staff than others. 

Most importantly, schools should 
collectively do something about 
lesson planning. At any given time, 
thousands of teachers are planning 
their own lessons on identical parts 
of the curriculum - the biggest case 
of reinventing the wheel I’ve ever 
come across, the independent 
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First Read 


Earl makes toes curl 
with fifty shades of 
shoddy ‘posh’ prose 


The Mister 

EL JAMES 

★ ★★★★ 

EL James is such a strange 
writer. She’s capable of a 
compelling plot, as the Fifty 
Shades trilogy showed, albeit one 
strewn with terrible, frequently 
hilarious moments, but her self- 
imposed incarceration in the 
world of Twiligh £ fan-fiction has 
clearly taken its toll. 

The Mister, her first book to 
break away from that universe, 
is filled with the same tropes 
and terrible lines - the first 
page alone features so much 
word repetition it reminds you 
of Little Britain's Dame Sally 
Markham trying to up her word 
count. You will laugh a lot during 
this book, and not in a good 
way. But James has obviously 
worked hard on creating a story 
that, interestingly, has a lot to 


say about sexual consent and 
women’s rights. 

Model-DJ-photographer 
and society shagger Maxim 
Trevelyan is mourning the 
death of his elder brother, Kit, 
and his own subsequent rise 
to become Earl of Trevethick 
with a fling with Kit’s widow, 
who is Maxim’s long-ago ex. His 
attentions are soon diverted 
when his cleaner is replaced one 
day by young Alessia Demarchi 
who is young, beautiful and poor, 
and a synaesthetic concert-level 
pianist. Please keep up. 

James has the shoddy builder’s 
attitude to detail, piling it on 
in the strangest of places - for 
example, train times to Brentford 
- and skimping on it where it 
matters. She credits a “posh” 
language adviser in her credits, 
but these English aristos’ speech 
manages to incorporate enough 
Americanisms to make Made in 



Chelsea blush. Sorry, but no Brit, 
let alone an earl, would ever call 
them “panties”. 

However, about two-thirds of 
the way through, and inspired 
by multiple encounters with 
Maxim’s agreeable penis, Alessia 
discovers a personality, and some 
of the exchanges there make you 
forget you’re reading another 
serious yet parodic romance 
with bonking. 

All that said, James does a 


valiant job of playing up the 
importance of contraception 
and consent, and (clearly taking 
on board feedback from Fifty 
Shades) the dangers of abusive 
relationships. During a sex scene, 
Maxim asks Alessia continuously 
if she is OK and happy. The Mister 
will sell a gazillion copies, but 
at least it will do so with good 
messages at the heart of it. 

Kat Brown 


CULTURE 


Cuts push arts 
groups to ‘take 
fewer risks’ 


By Adam Sherwin 

ARTS AND MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

The arts and culture industry gen¬ 
erated £23bn for the economy but 
government funding cuts are forcing 
organisations to become more risk- 
averse, an Arts Council England re¬ 
port has warned. 

The economic contribution of 
the arts grew 3.8 per cent last year, 
supporting 363,700 jobs, according 
to analysis from the Centre for Eco¬ 
nomic and Business Research. 

Average weekly expenditure on 
recreation and culture has risen 
from £59.70 to £73.35 since 2006 - an 
increase of 22.9 per cent. 

But the reserachers also found that 
74 per cent of arts and culture organ¬ 
isations had been affected by public 
funding cuts. 

The Royal Philharmonic Orches¬ 
tra said the impact of cuts had led to 
some venues “suffering a lack of ex¬ 
pertise and knowledge of orchestral 
music”. Reduced income from ticket 
sales meant its regional programme 
has become more conservative - 37 
per cent of the organisations sur¬ 
veyed have become “more risk averse 
as a result of funding cuts”. 



Your monthly price will increase from March 2020 every year by the Consumer Price Index rate of inflation published in January that year. See bt.com/cpi for details. Superfast Fibre: 96% coverage across the UK. Average 50Mbps: based on speed available to at least 50% 
of customers at peak time (8-10pm). Your actual speed will be dependent on your location, phone line, home wiring, wi-fi connection and time of day. Check your speed at BT.com/speed. 

Save £108: based on taking Superfast Fibre (was £35.99 a month now £29.99 a month). For new residential customers. Compatible line required otherwise £49.99 connection charge may apply. Payment by Direct Debit. If you leave in the first year, we’ll charge you up to £65 towards the cost of your new BT Smart Flub. Superfast Fibre: Price from month 19 currently 
£52.49 a month. Google Flome: Available to new BT broadband residential customers purchasing Superfast Fibre. You’ll receive your Google Home within 30 days of your broadband installation. Terms apply. 






































The monthly price shown will increase from March every year by the Retail Price Index rate of inflation published in January that year. See ee.co.uk/increase for details. 


Introductory Offer ends 30 April 2019. Available to new customers. 24 month minimum term. £58/month with £10 upfront cost for 60GB of data. The upfront cost you pay for the device applies as you are agreeing to a 24 month plan at the monthly cost shown. 60GB for 
the price of 20GB: Available until 30.04.19 to new customers joining on a Max plan with a Huawei P30 Pro 128GB, usually £58/month for 20GB with a £10 upfront cost. Includes our fastest speeds, plus access to the BT Sport app on your mobile/tablet. Subject to credit 
check. Monthly charges assume online billing. Use your allowance to call/text UK mobiles and landlines starting 01, 02 and 03 when in UK or EU/EEA; to call/text EU/EEA mobiles & landlines when roaming in EU/EEA (outside UK): Jersey, Guernsey & Isle of Man treated as 
EU/EEA. Out of allowance calls to these numbers cost 50p/min. Data allowance can be used in UK & EU/EEA. 15GB data fair use policy applies outside the UK. See ee.co.uk/terms for countries and details. Some numbers aren't included: calls to 070 numbers cost up to 
75p/min and calls to 084, 087, 09 a 118 cost 55p/min plus the applicable service charge. See ee.co.uk/prices for the EE Price Guide for a detailed list of service charges and other charges outside of your allowance. You own device 6 months from plan start date. Personal 
use only. Amazon Prime Video: Available to customers on 4GEE consumer and small business Pay Monthly plans (except Business Connect customers) requesting Prime Video for the first time. Subject to credit check. Offer available until 11 September 2019. Prime Video 
is available for six consecutive months. The six months start as soon as we receive your request for Prime Video. If Prime Video is removed from your account at any point during the six month period, you'll be unable to get it again for any offer period. Prime Video is £5.99 
(inc. VAT) each month after the promotional offer period. If you do not wish to continue for £5.99 a month you may cancel at any time by contacting EE. During the offer period, data used whilst streaming content on Prime Video whilst in the countries covered by your 
plan allowance will not decrement from your plan's inclusive data allowance. All other data used when you use Prime Video will decrement from your plan's data allowance. You must have some of your plan’s data allowance left else you will be unable to stream content on 
Prime Video on your EE device. At the end of the offer period any data used will decrement from your plan allowance. The offer is non-transferable. Prime Video is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Offer subject to change. Amazon.com, Inc. and its affiliates are 
not sponsors of this promotion. You must not attempt to share, edit or adapt the content made available to you. It's your responsibility to ensure that content accessed by under 18s is suitable for those viewing it. Content available via Prime Video may change from time to 
time. Big screen viewing: Compatible equipment required to view content on your TV. For details of compatible alternative devices to view on big screen see ee.co.uk/entertainment-on-ee/amazon-prime-video Prime Video terms apply. Amazon, Amazon Prime Video and all 
related logos are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc, or its affiliates. For more details go to ee.co.uk/amazonterms Other terms apply, see ee.co.uk/terms or ask in store for full details. Charges and information correct as at 08.03.19. 































NEWS 


NEWS 

VOICES 

TV 

IQ 

BUSINESS 

SPORT 

4-35 

20-24 

36-37 

38-45 

46-51 

56-64 



27 


SOCIETY 

‘Education should 
be done with the 
community, not to 
the community’ 


The Birmingham Central Mosque 
plays a growing role in civic life 


H ours after the massacre 
of Muslims in New 
Zealand last month, 
representatives of 
five other faiths stood 
in front of Birmingham Central 
Mosque and proclaimed their 
solidarity, as worshippers streamed 
out of midday prayers. 

“0 Lord, keep us and preserve us 
in life and in security,” intoned Yossi 
Jacobs, an Orthodox rabbi. 

Soon after, the routine business 
of this bustling hub resumed. In 
the largest of the 200 or so mosques 
in and around Britain’s second 
city, Muslims come not only to 
pray but to buy books, receive 
instruction, marry, divorce and 
send off their dead. 

As guardians of a faith 
followed by a quarter of 
Brummies, including a 
plurality of the city’s 
children, the mosque’s 
leaders play a growing 
role in civic life. They 
and other Muslim 
elders emphasise 
that they can help to 
make the city stable and 
prosperous. But they are 
equally clear that others must 
accept them for who they 
are: products of a conservative 
Muslim culture. 

Birmingham is not a city “where 
non-Muslims just simply don’t go 
in”, as a Fox News pundit wildly 
claimed in 2015. But it has a 
reputation as an incubator of jihad, 
because several terrorists spent 
time there. 

As the leaders of the central 
mosque see things, the city’s social 
peace is fragile - for reasons to 


The 

Economist 


do with austerity as much as 
inter-cultural tensions. “One of 
our big fears is that because of 
cuts in the police budget, ordinary 
crimes will spin out of control and 
be blamed on us Muslims,” Nassar 
Mahmood, a mosque trustee, says. 

Crime with a sectarian edge is 
already a problem. On 21 March 
five local mosques suffered 
sledgehammer attacks. 

Guardians of the city’s 
Muslim community 
say they themselves 
can help tackle the 
problems of crime 
and extremism. As 
Muhammad Afzal, 
the central mosque’s 
chairman, is keen to 
recall, his establishment 
has led efforts to dissuade 
people from joining the war in 
Syria. It has also steered an inter¬ 
faith campaign against knife crime 
in the city. 

The mosque plays an intimate 
role in other aspects of city life. 
Every year hundreds of people 
approach its sharia council, 
which administers Islamic 
family law. Most are women 
who want a dissolution of their 
Islamic marriage. 

For critics, sharia councils 
flourish because of the tendency 




Parents and others demonstrate against the ‘No Outsiders’ programme, which teaches children about LGBT rights, at 
Parkfield Community School in Birmingham last month; Amra Bone (inset), one of the central mosque’s leaders G ETTY 


among young Muslims to opt for 
an Islamic-only marriage, or nikah. 
Because the nikah has no standing 
in law, a break-up can leave the less 
well-off partner destitute. More 
often than not, that is the woman. 
Amra Bone, one of the central 
mosque’s leaders (and perhaps 
the only British woman to serve 
on a sharia council), retorts that a 
rich woman may fare better under 
Islamic rules than British law. 

She adds that, like it or not, 
young Muslims use the nikah to 
legitimise relationships that might 
not be permanent, which they 
call “halal dating”. Aina Khan, a 
Muslim lawyer who leads a 
campaign to make all marriages 
state-registered, is unconvinced. 
For her, halal dating is a cynical 
practice: “God is not fooled.” 

The latest cultural battleground 
is the classroom. Muslim parents 
have been protesting against 
classes in a Birmingham primary 
school which encourage tolerance 
of same-sex relationships. 

Despite the insistence this 
week of the Education Secretary, 


Damian Hinds, that there must be 
no “parental veto on curriculum 
content”, the lessons’ future seems 
uncertain. The parents are warmly 
praised by Tahir Alam, a Muslim 
educationalist who was barred from 
Birmingham’s teaching system in 
2015 after an inquiry into attempts 
to Islamise state schools. 

“Education should be done 
with the community, not to the 
community,” he argues. “And in 
Islam, it’s not OK to be in a gay 
relationship.” Mr Alam also defends 
the effort he led to introduce more 
Islam into city schools: it helped 
improve dismal standards, he says. 

Birmingham’s culture wars have 
laid bare some weird fissures in 
local politics. The city’s Labour 
councillors, who dominate local 
politics, range from Muslims 
with sympathy for the parents 
protesting against the gay-friendly 
classes, to secular left-wingers who 
strongly support the school. 

The Conservative opposition 
tends to be on the progressive 
side; one worry among local 
Tories is that a new commercial 


development may destroy a “gay 
village” near the city centre. 
Birmingham, a disorganised sprawl, 
has always been a jumble of distinct 
villages. In some places, ethnic and 
cultural differences have reinforced 
that disconnection. 

As people at the central mosque 
acknowledge, there is a vicious 
circle in which Muslims stick to 
areas where they predominate 
because they fear abuse or assaults 
elsewhere; and as those districts 
become more overwhelmingly 
Muslim, others move out. 

Andrew Smith, the Anglican 
point-man on inter-faith dialogue, 
insists that promising work is under 
way to bring communities together. 
The Birmingham Central Mosque is 
a crucial link in that, along with the 
Anglican and Catholic cathedrals. 

All that builds resilience which 
helps when a shock occurs, be it in 
New Zealand or closer to home. But 
this does not diminish the sense 
that the city’s villages, cultural 
and geographical, are moving 
farther apart 

© 2019 THE ECONOMIST 


ENVIRONMENT 

Light pollution ‘impedes stargazing’ 


PEOPLE 

‘Local Hero’ villagers reject mast 


By Aine Fox 

Light pollution is hindering a starry 
view of the night sky for more than 
half of people across England, a “cos¬ 
mic census” has found. 

Fifty-seven per cent of stargazers 
struggled to see more than 10 stars, 
while just two per cent of partici¬ 
pants said they experienced “truly 
dark skies”, enabling them to count 
more than 30 stars, according to the 
research by the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE). 

People in towns and the country¬ 


side were encouraged to count the 
number they could see in the sky with 
the naked eye within the constella¬ 
tion of Orion. 

The results of the star count, sup¬ 
ported by the British Astronomical 
Association, demonstrated the prob¬ 
lem of light pollution and how it af¬ 
fects “one of the countryside’s most 
magical sights - a dark, starry night 
sky”, campaigners said. 

Emma Marrington, a dark skies 
campaigner at the CPRE, said: 
“Without intervention, our night sky 
will continue to be lost.” 


One-minute Wijuko 

How to play Place l - 9 once 
in the grid, obeying the sums 
between pairs of squares 



By Mary O’Connor 

Residents of a Scottish village 
put on the map by the film Local 
Hero have opposed plans to erect 
an 8m-tall phone mast. 

Pennan in Aberdeenshire and 
its iconic red painted telephone 
box featured in the 1983 film 
starring Burt Lancaster. 

At present, the village has 
limited mobile phone signal, 
which would be improved if the 
phone mast could be built near 
the community hall. 


But some have objected to the 
plans, arguing that the phone 
mast could damage the village’s 
charm. Bill Pitt, a community 
council chairman, told BBC 
Scotland: “This is a place people 
come to to relax. People like to 
get away from mobile signals, 
and enjoy things outside of that.” 

Yesterday, Aberdeenshire 
councillors deferred deciding 
on the mast while they waited 
to get further information. The 
next area committee meeting is 
scheduled for 28 May. 
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2 CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 
I No2555 BY DAC 


ACROSS 

I Finish first in unpredictable 
race, expected Last (6) 

4 Takes great delight in one’s 
fast wheels (6,2) 

9 Rambling harangue beginning 
hesitantly? (6) 

10 Making film of gun crime (8) 

II Ordeal for Learners: steep part, 
with bends (4,5) 

13 Short story competition? No 
way (5) 

14 Board members aim to speak 
formally (11) 

18 Rich bread bun, popular with 
gin and Vermouth (7,2,2) 

21 Indian abandoning horse 
fast (5) 

22 Name of former pin-up in 
masculine environment (9) 

Solution to yesterday’s Cryptic 



24 Lack confidence to relax in the 
sun right away? (8) 

25 Old man’s joke about a Pacific 
native (6) 

26 Police inspector assigned to 
tough area (8) 

27 English golfer/German 
philosopher (6) 

DOWN 

1 Incident on cycle, perhaps, 
losing helmet late in the day 
( 8 ) 

2 Is nothing in part of Northern 
IreLand worthy of scorn? (8) 

3 Period before race to top of 
mountain (3-2) 

5 Urging former Lover of Emma 
H to suppress this, initially (ll) 

6 Spoil, say, good food (6,3) 

7 Scrawny local wearing blue (6) 

8 Small amount of egg wrapped 
up in loaf (6) 

12 Troublesome for British 
confronting climate change 
(ll) 

15 Craftsman who worries, 
getting shut inside? (9) 

16 At home, notice dog is kept 
safe? Hardly (8) 

17 Learners boss sent for 
retraining (8) 

19 Verbally attacked boy hugging 
girl (6) 

20 Drink brought in by 
sympathetic assistant (6) 

23 Clash with new playwright (5) 




Stuck on the cryptic crossword? For today ’s solutions, call 0905 789 3580. 

Calls cost 8op per minute plus your network access charge. If you are having 
trouble accessing this number, please call our helpdesk on 0333 202 3390. 

Full terms and conditions can be found on page 53 




TRAVEL 

Holiday firms 
urged to play 
fair on fees 

By Josie Clarke 

The competition watchdog has 
urged travel companies to make 
their terms and conditions clearer 
for customers who need to cancel 
their bookings. 

The Competition and Markets 
Authority’s (CMA) Small Print, 
Big Difference campaign warns 
firms that they must act fairly 
towards customers who need to 
cancel their plans in events such 
as illness or death in the family. 

Under consumer law, firms 
may be entitled to ask customers 
to pay a cancellation fee to cover 
their losses, but the amount they 
keep must be in proportion to 
what they are losing. 

Cancellation terms that do not 
follow this approach are likely to 
be unfair and businesses cannot 
rely on them to resolve claims or 
disputes with customers. 

Paul Latham, the CMA’s direc¬ 
tor of strategy and communica¬ 
tions, said: “Nobody wants to 
cancel a trip or holiday, but if you 
have to, it’s important that you are 
treated fairly and don’t lose out 
more than is necessary.” 


i 





Helping others pays off for everyone. 

If women started and grew businesses at 
the same rate as men, the UK economy 
would be £250 billion better off. That’s why 
we’ve launched Back Her Business, a new 
funding platform to help more women 
get started. 


We are what we do 

Search NatWest Rethinking Business 



Backing worn 
is better for 

business . 
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SPORT 


Olympics plans to 
beat Tokyo heat 
with early starts 


By Stephen Wade 

IN TOKYO 

For fans, athletes and volun¬ 
teers, next year’s Tokyo Olympics 
could become known as the “early 
bird” Games. 

Hoping to beat the summer heat in 
the Japanese capital, organisers have 
said that the men’s 50km race walk 
final will start at 5.30am and both the 
men’s and women’s marathon finals 
will begin at 6am. 

Marathon swimming will kick off 
at 7am, and the men’s and women’s 
triathlons will start at 7.30am. 

Even women’s softball has some 
games scheduled for 9am. 

Reika Utsugi, the head coach of Ja¬ 
pan’s women softball team, speaking 
through an interpreter, said that in 
her opinion 9am was early. 

“But we will have one year for the 
preparation,” she added. “Softball 
cannot decide the times.” 

Softball and baseball were dropped 
after the 2008 Olympics but have 


been included next year because of 
their popularity in Japan. 

The 1964 Tokyo Olympics were 
held in the autumn and so did not face 
heat problems. But modern Olympics 
can no longer be held then because of 
the need to avoid Europe’s crowded 
football timetable and year-round 
scheduling of the big four sports in 
the US - American football, baseball, 
basketball and hockey. 

Koji Murofushi, the sports direc¬ 
tor of the Tokyo Games and a Japa¬ 
nese Olympic gold medallist, said 
organisers had consulted about the 
schedule with the International Ol¬ 
ympic Committee, the governing 
bodies of the sports, athletes and 
medical experts, ap 


M <S \Organisers say the first 
1 A M gold medal event will 

be the women’s 10m air rifle 
shooting, which will take place on 
25 July, the day after the opening. 
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The real sling: baby-wearing dads ‘break taboo’ 


By Jessica Newman World Photography Awards Profes- “All the women were like: ‘Hey, 

sional competition, was surprised to give me five, I’m going to call my hus- 
A series of portraits showing Sen- find that her portraits had attracted band - we don’t see this every day.’ 
egalese men carrying babies on their widespread attention. “There’s a big division here be- 

backs has won praise for breaking The Spanish photographer told tween public and private spaces, 
the taboo around the father’s role as the BBC: “People were clapping - and it’s very important what others 

a parent. sometimes it was a bit hard to take think of you. The reaction on streets 

Marta Moreiras, who has been the picture because we were having was very cool, so the guy I was pho- 
nominated for this year’s Sony such a large audience. tographing felt more comfortable.” 
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AFGHANISTAN 


Taliban to include women in peace talks 


By Abdul Qadir Sediqi 

IN KABUL 

Women will for the first time be in¬ 
cluded in the Taliban delegation to 
peace talks in Qatar this month, the 
extremist group’s spokesman has 
said, ahead of the latest round of 
meetings aimed at ending the war 
in Afghanistan. 

For a group notorious for its strict¬ 


ly conservative attitude to women’s 
rights, the move represents a step 
towards addressing demands that 
women be included in the talks. 

The meeting in Doha from Friday 
to Sunday will involve the Taliban 
and a delegation comprising promi¬ 
nent Afghans, including opposition 
politicians and civil society activists. 

However, the Taliban’s main 
spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, 


said that women would not be tak¬ 
ing part in the main discussions 
with American officials, led by the 
US special peace envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad. Mr Mujahid said that the 
women would join only the discus¬ 
sions with Afghan civil society and 
political representatives. 

It follows similar talks between 
the two sides in Moscow in Febru¬ 
ary. The non-Taliban delegation 


that was in Moscow could be ex¬ 
panded this week to include some 
government officials. 

“There will be women among Tali¬ 
ban delegation members in the Doha 
meeting,” Mr Mujahid said. 

He did not name the women, 
but added: “These women have no 
family relationship with the senior 
members of the Taliban, they are 
normal Afghans, from inside and 


outside the country, who have been 
supporters and part of the struggle 
of the Islamic emirate.” Reuters 


/ 2 \Some government 
/officials might join the 
taLks in private capacities, 
because the Taliban refuses to 
hold formal talks with Kabul. 
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INDONESIA 

Kitties and kings in 
race’s final stretch 


By Stephen Wright 

IN JAKARTA 

In the final moves of Indonesia’s pres¬ 
idential campaign, one candidate 
dashed to Saudi Arabia to meet its 
king and perform a minor pilgrimage. 
The other attended a feline photogra¬ 
phy exhibition and giggled at a giant 
photo of his pet cat. 

For the world’s most populous 
Muslim-majority nation, the message 
intended by President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo’s trip to the birthplace of 
Islam was obvious, after conservative 
opponents had tried to discredit him 
as insufficiently Islamic. 

What his opponent, former special 
forces general Prabowo Subianto, 
meant was less apparent. It pre¬ 
sented a softer version of a candidate 
prone to explosions of anger. Despite 
saying he is campaigning for the poor, 
Mr Subianto also flies around Indo¬ 
nesia in a private jet. 

About 193 million Indonesians are 
eligible to vote in presidential and 
legislative elections today. They will 
decide who leads a democratic na¬ 
tion that resides in a neighbourhood 
of authoritarian governments and is 
forecast to be among the world’s big¬ 
gest economies by 2030. 



President Widodo has been accused of 
being insufficiently Islamic GETTY 


Their choice is between five more 
years of the progress achieved under 
Indonesia’s first president from out¬ 
side the Jakarta elite, or electing 
a volatile figure with a checkered 
human rights record. 

Surveys show Mr Widodo with a 
lead of up to 20 percentage points 
over Mr Subianto. Pollsters and com¬ 
mentators are afraid they are failing 
to capture facts on the ground in 
the same way that opinion surveys 
misjudged the 2016 US presidential 
election and UK referendum on Eu¬ 
ropean Union membership. AP 


HEALTH 

Measles cases quadruple in 
first three months of 2019 


By Jessica Newman 

The number of measles cases has 
quadrupled globally in the first 
three months of 2019 com- 
pared to the same pe 
riod last year, according 
to the World Health £ 
Organisation (WHO). 

The UN group said 
data indicated “a clear 
trend”, with the out- « 
break increasing in ^ 
several countries. 

The most severe rise 
was in Africa, where cases 
have soared by 700 per cent. 

Ukraine, Madagascar and India 
have been worst affected by the 


700 % 

The increase in the 
number of reported 
measles cases in 
Africa during the 
first three months 
of 2019 


disease, with tens of thousands of 
reported cases per million people. 

Since September, at least 800 
people have died from measles in 
Madagascar alone. 

The highly infectious 
viral illness can lead to 
k serious health com¬ 
plications, including 
infections of the lungs 
and brain. Cases have 

r also risen in Brazil, Pa¬ 
kistan and Yemen, and 
there has been a spike in 
countries with high levels 
of vaccination coverage, in¬ 
cluding the US and Thailand. 
The UN said the disease was “en¬ 
tirely preventable” with vaccines. 
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RUSSIA 



The crimes are a reminder of the difficulties of being gay in Russia AFP/G ETTY 

Gay men extorted 
and entrapped as 
targeted attacks 
rise in Moscow 


By Oliver Carroll 

IN MOSCOW 

It was supposed to be a harmless liai¬ 
son, starting as it sometimes did: an 
attractive profile on a gay site, a few 
messages about nothing much at all, 
an exchange of photos, and an agree¬ 
ment to meet. 

Sergei, 38, says he felt something 
was not quite right about his date 
when they met in Shabolovka, in 
Moscow’s south-eastern suburbs. 
But it was only when the pair came 
home, entered the flat, and two as¬ 
sailants jumped out from behind the 
curtains that he started to realise 
how badly wrong things had gone. 

The men announced to Sergei that 
his date was, in fact, a minor - even 
though his profile and appearance 
suggested he was at least 20. The 
attackers gave their victim a fright¬ 
ening ultimatum: “20,000 roubles 
(£240) or be outed as a poof and re¬ 
ported as a paedophile.” 


Test case ‘It’s a cover-up’ 

A Lack of successful prosecutions 
is allowing gay date extortion to 
become widespread, campaigners say. 

The LGBT + advocacy group 
Stimulus has decided to try its Luck 
with the European Court of Human 
Rights. Its test case, which dates from 
2017, follows a familiar pattern. 

The victim, Yevgeny, 39, answered 
a profile on Love.mail.ru and arranged 
to meet his date by a block of flats in 
Moscow’s suburbs. But a gang of eight 
men was waiting. Yevgeny suffered 
a heavy beating before the gang 
demanded money and threatened to 
call the police for “paedophilia”. 

Yevgeny plucked up the courage 
to report the crime. But after two 
years, investigators are still refusing 
to open a criminal investigation. “I 
believe the police were covering them 
up,” Yevgeny says. “The guys think 
they’re untouchable.” Oliver Carroll 


Sergei was lucky that a 20-year 
army career meant he could stand up 
to the men physically. After an hour, 
he managed to persuade them to go 
outside so he could try to get money 
from a cashpoint. From there, he ran. 

His story is one of several crimes 
committed against gay men in Mos¬ 
cow over the past month. 

The mechanism is almost always 
the same: handsome young men en¬ 
trap victims on dating apps and other 
gay sites. They lure victims to an 
apartment, where several other gang 
members are waiting. The assailants 
film their victim, extort money and 
threaten them with outing or worse. 
Usually, the victims pay up for a quiet 
life. Or things can end brutally. 

While an unwelcome reminder of 
the difficulties of being gay in Russia, 
these incidents are not an entirely 
new phenomenon - or even the worst 
examples of homophobia. 

Chechnya aside, the peak of anti¬ 
gay violence in Russia came about 
four years ago, when groups led by 
the nationalist Maxim Martsinkevich 
(aka “The Hatchet”) entrapped, beat 
and humiliated dozens of gay men 
on camera. Martsinkevich and his 
“Occupy Paedophilia” gang operated 
on the heels of the Kremlin’s 2013 
infamous anti-gay law. But Mart¬ 
sinkevich and his crew were always 
less concerned with money than with 
serving a warped ideology. 

Activists say the vast majority of 
the more recent attacks have been 
economic in their aims. On several oc¬ 
casions, young men have been found 
in pools of blood following apparent 
robbery attempts, theindependent 


m in a survey conducted in 
2018, one in five members 
of the LGBT+ community 

reported that they had been 
victims of such hate crimes. Only 
a similar percentage report the 
crimes to police. 


AUSTRALIA 

Humphries prize renamed after transphobia row 


By Jessica Newman 

The Melbourne International 
Comedy Festival will stop using 
the comedian Barry Humphries’ 
name for its chief prize, after he 
was accused of transphobia. 

Humphries ( inset ), best known 
for his characters Dame Edna 
Everage and Sir Les Patterson, 
has drawn anger for his comments 
about transgender people. 



The announcement was 
made on Monday, before 
the nominees for the 
prize were revealed 
yesterday. These in¬ 
cluded the transgen¬ 
der comedian Cassie 
Workman, whose 
show Giantess is about 
her transition. 

Last year, Humphries 
was attacked for describ¬ 


ing being transgender as “a 
fashion”. In 2016, he called 
Caitlyn Jenner a “pub¬ 
licity-seeking ratbag”. 

Humphries has 
not responded to 
the news. 

The festival’s direc¬ 
tor, Susan Provan, said 
that Humphries’ recent 
comments had helped 
to instigate the decision. 
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Panorama 


Around the 
world in 
10 stories 


QATAR 

Withdrawal call 
to Libya warlord 

Qatar’s foreign minister has 
called for eastern Libyan 
commander General Khalifa 
Haftar and his troops to 
withdraw from areas they have 
occupied, according to Italian 
newspaper La Repubblica. 

Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman al-Thani said 
he was pleased to be told by 
his French counterpart that a 
planned national reconciliation 
conference on Libya was likely 
to go ahead. Regional powers 
have sided with opposing 
camps since the 2011 toppling 
of Muammar Gaddafi. Reuters 



AUSTRALIA 

‘Security issue' 
for Syria orphans 

Australia’s Prime Minister has said 
that hurdles remain to repatriating 
three orphaned Australian children 
of a convicted terrorist from a Syrian 
refugee camp and that national secu¬ 
rity interests must come first. 

Scott Morrison said Australia 
was working with the Red Cross to 
repatriate three children and two 
grandchildren of the slain Isis fighter 
Khaled Sharrouf from the al-Hawl 
camp in north-eastern Syria. 

“Australia’s national security inter¬ 
ests always come first,” Mr Morrison 
told Radio FiveAA. He is campaign¬ 
ing to be re-elected on 18 May on a 
law and order ticket, ap 


NEPAL 

Three killed in 
plane crash near 
Mount Everest 

By Gopal Sharma 

IN KATHMANDU 

A small plane operated by a 
private airline in Nepal crashed 
into a parked helicopter while 
preparing to take off in a 
mountainous area near Mount 
Everest, killing three people, 


including a co-pilot, an airport 
official has said. 

The Let L-410 aircraft hit the 
helicopter at Tenzing-Hillary 
Airport in Lukla, known as the 
gateway to the world’s highest 
mountain, 80 miles north-east of 
the capital, Kathmandu. 

The plane, operated by 
Summit Air, was not carrying 
passengers as it was trying 
to leave the airport, which is 
considered to be one of the 
world’s most dangerous because 
of its location, surrounded by 
mountains, and the shortness of 
its runway. Reuters 


Postcard 

From... 

Lima 


In a Peruvian neighbourhood 
where families consider 
running water a luxury, young 
girls are learning ballet. 

In the classroom at a school, 
girls line up at wooden ballet 
barres, pointing toes and 
curving arms. 

“When I dance I forget about 
everything,” 16-year-old Maria 
Cielo Cardenas said during 
an afternoon class. “It’s as if I 
were flying.” 

The class led by Maria 
del Carmen Silva, a former 
professional dancer, is 
bringing classical ballet to 
children from impoverished 
communities where leotards 


and shiny pink pointe shoes are 
seldom, if ever, seen. 

The teacher says her 
mission is not just to teach 
girls how to plie but to prepare 
them for a future outside 
the boundaries of their 
poor neighbourhoods. 

She takes students to dance 
in some of Lima’s wealthiest 
districts in the hopes of 
building friendships between 
those who can easily afford a 
new ballet costume and those 
who cannot. 

Later this year, Ms Silva 
hopes to take them to the 
US, to participate in a dance 
competition in Florida, if she 
can raise enough money. 

Her initiative has sparked 
new dreams in the minds of 
girls for whom dance, let alone 
travel, has long seemed only a 
distant possibility, ap 

Franklin Briceno 


RUSSIA 


Norwegian former border 
guard jailed for espionage 


By Tom Balmforth 

IN MOSCOW 

A Norwegian man was yesterday 
convicted of gathering espionage 
about nuclear submarines and jailed 
for 14 years by a Russian court - a 
verdict that could strain relations 
between Moscow and its Nato-mem- 
ber neighbour. 

Frode Berg, a 63-year-old retired 
former guard on the Norwegian-Rus- 
sian border, was detained in Moscow 
in December 2017 and tried behind 
closed doors earlier this month. He 
pleaded not guilty to charges of es¬ 
pionage on behalf of Norway. 

Berg will not appeal against the 



Frode Berg will ask Vladimir Putin for 
a pardon instead of appealing G ETTY 


verdict and plans to request a presi¬ 
dential pardon from Vladimir Putin 
under which he would be freed, ac¬ 
cording to his lawyer, Ilya Novikov. 


Norway’s foreign ministry said it 
had “noted” the verdict but did not 
comment on its substance. It said 
that it was working to bring Berg 
back to Norway. 

Berg, who was wearing a suit and 
was handcuffed as he watched pro¬ 
ceedings from a glass cage, acknowl¬ 
edged having been caught handling 
sensitive material for Norwegian au¬ 
thorities but denied having any idea 
that he was involved in espionage. 

Details of the case have not been 
revealed, as they are classified. 

Last week, Mr Putin appeared to 
leave the door open to the possibil¬ 
ity of Berg being pardoned, or ex¬ 
changed in a prisoner swap. REUTERS 



Yazidis 
celebrate 
new year 

Yazidi women light 
candles during their 
new year celebrations 
yesterday at the Temple 
of Lalish, in a valley near 
the Kurdish city of Dohuk 
in north-western Iraq. 
Yazidism, followed by 
about 1.6 million people, 
is a monotheistic religion 
which combines aspects 
of ancient Mesopotamian 
ritual, Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam. 

AFP/ GETTY 


TAIWAN 

President: China drills ‘only strengthen our resolve’ 


By Yimou Lee 

IN TAIPEI 

Taiwan has not been intimidated 
by China’s military drills, President 
Tsai Ing-wen said yesterday, after the 
latest Chinese manoeuvres were de¬ 
nounced by a senior US official as a 
threat to regional stability. 


ISRAEL 

Prisoners end 
hunger strikes 

Dozens of prisoners in Israeli 
jails have ended a hunger strike 
over phone use, according 
to Palestinian officials. 

A deal was reached with Israeli 
authorities to end the eight-day 
strike in return for phone 
privileges three times a week, 
prisoners affairs minister Qadri 
Abu Bakir said. 

The strike was triggered after 
phone jammers were installed to 
prevent unmonitored calls, ap 


China’s People’s Liberation Army 
said its warships, bombers and re¬ 
connaissance aircraft had conducted 
routine “necessary drills” around 
Taiwan on Monday. 

Ms Tsai claimed Taiwan was reso¬ 
lute in its defence. She said: “China’s 
armed forces yesterday sent a large 
number of military aircraft and naval 


GERMANY 

Government jet 
blocks runway 

A German government plane with 
no passengers on board blocked the 
runway after a rough landing at Ber¬ 
lin’s Schoenefeld Airport yesterday, 
forcing authorities to divert incom¬ 
ing aircraft. 

The German air force, which oper¬ 
ates the government fleet, said both 
wings of the Bombardier Global 5000 
jet touched the runway as it landed 
after turning back because of a mal¬ 
function. It said the crew was under¬ 
going medical checks, ap 


vessels into our vicinity. Their ac¬ 
tions threaten Taiwan and other like- 
minded countries in the region. 

“These actions only serve to 
strengthen our resolve. Our military 
forces have the capacity, determina¬ 
tion and commitment to defend Tai¬ 
wan and not allow coercion to dictate 
our own future.” REUTERS 


SPAIN 

Embassy closed 
over bomb threat 

The Australian embassy in 
Madrid was evacuated yesterday 
following a hoax bomb threat. 

A prank call was made to the 
57-floor Torre Espacio skyscraper, 
which also houses the British, 
Canadian and Dutch embassies, 
at midday. The entire building 
was evacuated, with the embassy 
saying it would be closed for the 
rest of the day. 

However, the building was 
declared safe three hours later, ap 
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EDUCATION 

Going the 
distance 


The Open University has come 
a long way since its inception 50 
years ago, but its mission remains 
unchanged. By Rob Hastings 


I t was in his famous “White 
heat of technology” speech to 
the Labour Party conference 
in Scarborough in 1963 that 
Harold Wilson, a year before 
he became prime minister, called 
for a “university of the air”. 

It would allow people to 
learn through TV, radio and 
correspondence courses, Wilson 
explained - helping to “put an end 
to snobbery” in higher education 
and to provide an “enrichment of 
our standard of living”. 

The proposal became reality 
on 23 April 1969, when the Open 
University was established 
by Royal Charter. Fifty years 
on, boosted by resources now 
available on YouTube and 
iTunes, it has “come a long way,” 
according to its vice chancellor, 
Professor Mary Kellett. 

Today it has 175,000 students, 
including more than 7,000 
overseas. It remains a vital 
service for many people who want 
to learn new skills and gain more 
qualifications - particularly part- 
time and mature students, whose 
numbers have declined markedly 
in UK higher education as a 
whole in the past 10 years. More 
than three-quarters of Open 
University students are in full- or 
part-time employment. 


Its flexible ways of learning 
benefit people with unusual, 
unconventional or simply very 
demanding lives - including the 
four seen here, who are among 
the subjects of a portrait project 
by the photographer Chris Floyd. 

“I want people to look at this 
collection and think, ‘that person 
looks like me’,” he says. 

“If there are people out there 
wondering how to further 
themselves, I want them to see 
these photos and think ‘that could 
be me’.” 

TRACYTHORPE 

Being able to speak to her 
tutors via satellite phone while 
out on the ocean enabled Tracy 
to study modern languages while 
serving on the crew of a yacht. 

She had clocked up 45,000 miles 
by the time she graduated with 
first-class honours. 

“I’d dreamed for years of 
studying for a degree but I always 
thought that my job would make 
it impossible,” she says. “My work 
as a professional sailor means 
that I travel all over the world, 
sometimes in very remote places.” 

STEPHEN 

AKPABIO-KLEMENTOWSKI 

There are 1,700 prisoners 



Clockwise from main: Tracy 
Thorpe; Zahra Alidina; 

Karis Williamson; Stephen 
Akpabio-Klementowski TH E 

OPEN UNIVERSITY/CHRIS FLOYD 

enrolled through Open University 
courses. Stephen is among those 
to have benefited from its services 
while behind bars, having gained 
a BSc in social science while 
serving a 16-year sentence for 
drugs smuggling. 

Now out of jail, he is working 
towards a PhD in criminology 
while working for the university 
in the Students in Secure 
Environments team. 

“I wish to see other prisoners 
benefit from engaging 
fully with higher education,” 
he says, adding that his aim 
is to boost “the successful 
reintegration of prisoners back 
into society”. 


TRAVEL 

The race from place 
to place that's got us 
chasing new dreams 

TV victory has reignited one couple’s 
wanderlust. By Laura Drysdale 


G randparents Tony 
and Elaine Teasdale 
are settling back into 
everyday life with 
a new perspective. 
They have returned home after 
completing a 12,000-mile journey 
to Singapore without taking a 
single flight, winning £20,000 in 
the process. 

The 62-year-olds emerged as 

V _ 


champions in the recent BBC 
television show Race Across the 
World, competing against four 
other pairs. 

The retired teachers, from 
Beadlam in North Yorkshire, 
entered the competition as 
reserves in episode one when 
another team had to pull out, and 
were the oldest taking part. With 
£1,329 to spend each, they had 


to navigate five checkpoints en 
route to their final destination, 
taking them across 21 countries 
including Greece, Azerbaijan, 
Uzbekistan, China and Cambodia. 

The couple, who did a stint 
of backpacking after they got 
married, decided to sign up to 
follow in the footsteps of their 
children, who have taken time out 
to travel. 

“To actually put the rucksacks 
back on the old back again was a 
thrill of turning the clocks back 
really,” says Tony, who believes 
they were helped by the show’s 
rules to not use technology. 

“When everyone else struggled 
with no phones and internet, it 
was second nature to us because 
we spent a lot of years without 
any of that.” 

The pair, who met while doing 
teacher training in London, have 
been married for four decades - 
though when asked whether the 
race tested their relationship, 
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Z AHR A ALIDINA 

Having sat her GCSEs at 13, Zahra 
began her law degree with the 
Open University aged just 15 and 
became the UK’s youngest-ever law 
graduate. She hopes to become a 
fully qualified barrister before the 
end of the year. 

“I have always wanted to be a 
lawyer -1 can’t imagine myself doing 
anything else,” she says. “Before 
studying for my degree, I would go to 
the Old Bailey as much as I could. 

“I just love the whole court 
process and I don’t really want to be 
stuck in an office.” 

KARIS WILLIAMSON 

Karis, who has congenital muscular 


dystrophy, is one of24,000 disabled 
people studying with the Open 
University. She works towards her 
BA open honours degree in what 
she calls her “Book Temple” in the 
garden of her home in Inverness. 

“I had missed a few years of 
formal education,” says Karis, who 
left school at 16. “I loved poetry and 
creative writing and I wanted to 
re-discover learning, get a degree 
and I felt that I was capable of it. 

“Due to my illness I can never take 
tomorrow for granted, and I wanted 
to squash in as much as possible.” 

The photography collection The 
Open University: 50 years’ can be 
viewed at 50.0pen.ac.uk 


Tony jokes about the divorce papers 
coming through. “With 40 years of 
marriage, you can cut through the 
rubbish and tell each other what’s 
what,” he says. 

“You get over things quickly, 
otherwise it would jeopardise the 
race,” Elaine chips in. 

Each time teams reached a new 
checkpoint, they had to sign their 
arrival time in a book. “When we 
saw it was empty, it was complete 
disbelief,” she says. 

The couple watched the final 
show surrounded by their family. 
“They thought we had the potential 
to come first,” explains Elaine. 

“We thought they were going to be 
disappointed, because all the other 
competitors were young and more 
experienced travellers. But in their 
little eyes they really had faith in us, 
and that spurred us on.” 

Most of the prize money has 
already been divided up. Each of 
their three children - Hannah, Katie 
and Christopher - have been given a 



share for their families, while some 
was donated to charities and local 
causes, and the couple still plan to 
get an electric bike each. 

The experience has thrown some 
wanderlust their way, Tony says. 
They hope to see more of the world 
- and not from luxury hotels. “It 
becomes like a drug, going place to 
place,” he adds. 


TECHNOLOGY 

Siri, do you love me? 
Why if s good to talk 
to your socialbot 


Voice AI can provide companionship and therapy, and 
potentially spot depression, writes James Vlahos 


W hen Apple launched 
Siri, the voice 
assistant seemed 
like a gimmick 
rather than 

something useful. Many people 
may still see it that way. There is 
no doubt that voice computing is 
on the rise, however. It has incited 
a multibillion-dollar platform 
war between global technology 
companies, all hoping to dominate. 
There are already an estimated 
2.5 billion voice assistants in use 
around the world, according to the 
tech consultancy Juniper Research, 
and that number is expected to 
grow to 8 billion by 2023. 

Voice is fast becoming the 
universal remote to reality, a means 
to control any and every piece of 
technology - toilets, toasters, cars 
and more. We use speech to set 
timers, cue up songs, get weather 
forecasts, turn up the heat and turn 
down the lights. 

Already, digital assistants can 

I These are enchanting 
objects as they give you 
the feeling that you’re not 
alone, but you are alone 

knowledgeably respond to your 
questions about the year that 
Gandhi was born, the temperature 
of the Sun, and the winner of the 
Oscar for Best Picture. But this is 
only the beginning. 

In the future, these AI oracles 
will answer questions so efficiently 
and knowledgeably that surfing 
the web - combing through long 
lists of links - will start to seem as 
antiquated as pumping water from 
a well. Why do that, when you can 
just ask a question and immediately 
get an answer? 

The price of this incredible 
convenience, however, will be the 
further consolidation of control 
over information (and the profits 
from its dissemination) in the 
hands of just a few huge technology 
companies. Even more than today, 
Google, in particular, will be the 
portal to much of what we know. 

Will they also become our 
friends? Mattel’s Hello Barbie, 
a chatty version of the doll, is 
capable of discussing careers, 
fashion, feelings and more in 
dialogues with children. Xiaoice, 
a Microsoft-created chatbot - a 
“general conversation service”, as 
the company puts it - has logged 
millions of dialogues with people 
in China. 

Amazon is now running the third 
edition of its annual Alexa Prize, 
in which elite teams of graduate 


students from around the world 
compete to create “socialbots” 
capable of carrying out small 
talk-type conversations. 

Critics, however, worry that 
as voice AIs become better at 
buddying up, faux friends will 
steal time that we might otherwise 
be spending with real pals. 

What’s more, the companionship 
that talking machines provide 
is inauthentic. 

“These are enchanting objects 
because they give you the feeling 
that you’re not alone, but you are 
alone,” says technology researcher 
Professor Sherry Turkle. “You are 
not being understood. You are not 
being heard. You are speaking to 
something that cannot hear you in 
anyway.” 

Voice AIs are also becoming 
overseers, watching over us in 
ways both well-intentioned and 
worrisome. In the US, police 
have already tried to obtain voice 
recordings that an Alexa device 
may have made in the house of 
one accused murderer, though 
the charges against him were 
later dropped. In 2017, the tech 
writer Artem Russakovskii figured 
out that his Google Home Mini 
was surreptitiously recording 
him. Google hastily apologised for 
what it plausibly claimed was an 
inadvertent programming bug, but 
the incident was still unsettling. 

Amazon admitted last week that 
a small team of employees listen to 
clips recorded from Alexa devices 
in people’s homes to help refine 
its technology. 

Voice assistants could provide 
companionship to lonely 
pensioners, therapy to people with 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
and counselling to those who 
are depressed. 

What would be going too far? 


Consider a patent application filed 
by Google in 2015. It details a vision 
for a smart home system that 
aggressively spies on everyone in 
the house, especially the children. 

If the system detects that your 
son or daughter is locked in their 
room and it picks up the sound of 
crying, it could tell you that they 
maybe depressed. 

Conversational AIs may 
ultimately even help us to become 
immortals, as I know first-hand. In 
2016, after my father was diagnosed 
with terminal lung cancer, I 
programmed a chatbot, styled after 
him, that helps to share his life story 
and elements of his humorous and 
erudite personality. I called it the 
Dadbot. The technology is far from 
perfect but now that he has passed 
away, exchanging messages with 
the Dadbot makes me smile and 
sometimes cry, helping to keep his 
memory alive. 

Researchers at the University 
of Southern California have 
gone a step further, pairing a 
conversational AI system with 
holograms to immortalise the 
stories of Holocaust survivors. 

The most profound impact 
of conversational AI may prove 
to be what’s known as “ambient 
computing”. Screens and 
keyboards will not disappear 
but tiny internet-connected 
microphones will permeate our 
homes, cars and offices. Siri has 
been included in Apple’s new 
AirPods earphones for the most 
plugged-in experience yet. AI will 
soon be as pervasive as the air 
we breathe. 

James Vlahos is the author of ‘Talk 
to Me: Amazon, Google, Apple and 
the Race for Voice-Controlled AI’ 
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, £20), 
outnow 
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Television Wednesday 17 April 


CRITIC’S 

CHOICE 

GERARD GILBERT 



PICK OF THE DAY 

Chimerica 

9pm, Channel 4 

In Tiananmen Square in 1989, an 
ambitious young photojournaList Lee 
Berger takes a career-making snap 
of “Tank Man”, the Chinese protester 
who stood in front of the Line of 
tanks. Fast-forward to the run-up to 
the 2016 US election, and Berger 
(played by Alessandro NivoLa, left) 
has the front page of his New York 
newspaper with his powerful image 
from the war in Syria - except that 
the photograph may not be all that it 
seems. Lucy Kirkwood’s first-rate 
and timely political drama about 
fake news (the title comes from 
historian NiaLL Ferguson’s term for 
the dominant Chinese and American 
economies) also stars Sophie 
Okonedo and F Murray Abraham. 


Supermarket Secrets 

8pm, BBCi 

Gregg Wallace gets excited by 
the way Ocado is using robots to 
revolutionise online delivery. He 
visits a state-of-the-art Lettuce 
farm in Norfolk that supplies 300 
million lettuces a year. Nikki Fox, 
meanwhile, tests out the Co-op’s 
new pay-in-the-aisLe technology as 
our supermarkets Look towards a 
checkout-free future. 


Location, Location, Location 

8pm, Channel 4 

Kirstie ALLsopp and Phil Spencer 
return with a fresh series of their 
property search, starting with two 
pairs of house-hunters in Surrey. 
Rachael and Mark are currently 


renting in Woking, but are desperate 
to put their money into their own 
home before the arrival of their 
second child. Indu and Jason want a 
project in Guildford, but they also 
have a second child due in a matter 
of months. It must be a thing. 


Earth From Space 

9pm, BBCi 

Cameras on satellites can now pick 
out individual animals from up in 
Earth’s orbit, an ability that is used 
in this new series taking a Look at 
Life on our planet from on high. The 
clarity of the images is astounding, 
although what is Less clear is 
whether this fresh perspective adds 
very much to the stories of an 
elephant family in Kenya struggling 
through a drought, or a hitherto- 


unknown colony of penguins. 
“Behind every image there is a story,” 
says narrator ChiweteL Ejiofor - 
although to capture that tale, the 
wildlife cameras have to abandon 
outer space and become as 
earthbound as Ejiofor’s script. 


MotherFatherSon 

9pm, BBC2 

“A fight for family, a fight for truth 
and a fight for the heart of a nation” 
reads the publicity blurb for Tom 
Rob Smith’s drama, now nearing the 
home straight, and it does still feel 
Like three separate stories refusing 
to mesh. While Kathryn (Helen 
McCrory) must decide whether to 
sacrifice her son for the sake of 
exposing the truth and destroying 
Max’s empire, Max himself (an as-yet 


.£ 

3 ) 
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6pm 


7pm 


8pm 


9pm 


10pm 


11pm 


Late 


6.00 Breakfast (S) 9.15 
Animal Park Easter 
Special (R) (S) 10.00 
Homes Under The 
Hammer (R) (S). 11.00 The 
Sheriffs Are Coming (R) 
(S). 11.45 Close Calls: On 
Camera (S). 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt (R) [S). 1.00 BBC 
News At One; Weather (S). 

1.30 BBC Regional News; 
Weather (S). 1.45 Doctors 
(S). 2.15 Curiosity (S). 3.00 
Escape To The Country (R) 
(S) 3.45 Home Is Where 
The Art Is (S). 4.30 The 
Repair Shop (S). 5.15 
Pointless (S). 


6.30 The Repair Shop (R) 

(S). 7.15 Home Is Where 
The Art Is (R) (S) 8.00 Sign 
Zone; Mary Berry’s Quick 
Cooking (R) (S). 8.30 Sign 
Zone; Gardeners’ World (R) 
(S). 9.00 BBC News At 9 (S). 
10.00 Victoria Derbyshire 
(S). 11.00 BBC Newsroom 
Live (S). 1.00 The Boss (R) 
(S). 1.45 Back In Time For 
Dinner (R) (S). 2.45 Back 
In Time For Dinner ( R) (S). 
3.45 The Hairy Builder (R) 
(S). 4.15 The Hairy Builder 
(R) (S). 4-45 Eggheads (R)(S). 
5.15 Flog It! (R) (S). 


6.00 Good Morning 
Britain (S). 8.30 Lorraine 
(S). 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show (R) (S) 10.30 This 
Morning (S) 12.30 Loose 
Women (S). 1.30 ITV News; 
Weather (S). 1.55 ITV 
Regional News; Weather 
(S). 2.00 Judge Rinder (S) 
3.00 Tenable (R) (S). 3.59 
ITV Regional Weather (S). 
4.00 Tipping Point (S). 

5.00 The Chase (S). 


6.25 Cheers (R) (S). 6.55 
Cheers (R) (S). 7.20 Cheers 
(RMS). 7-45 Frasier (R) 

(S). 8.10 Frasier (R) 

(S). 8.40 Frasier (R) 

(S). 9.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (R) (S). 
9.40 Everybody Loves 
Raymond (R) (S). 10.10 
Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (R) (S). 
11.05 Car SOS (R) (S) 12.00 
Channel 4 News Summary 
(S). 12.05 Come Dine With 
Me (R) (S). 1.05 Escape To 
The Chateau: DIY (R) (S). 
2.10 Countdown (S). 3.00 
A Place In The Sun(R) (S). 
4.00 A New Life In The 
Sun (S). 5.00 Four In A 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 
Jeremy Vine (S) 11.15 
Traffic Cops (R) (S). 12.10 
5 News Lunchtime (R) (S). 

12.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away! (R) (S). 1.10 
Access (S). 1.15 Home And 
Away (S). 1.45 Neighbours 
(S). 2.20 FILM: Murder, 
She Baked: Just Desserts 
(Kristoffer Tabori 2017) 
Mystery, starring Alison 
Sweeney (S). 400 Friends 
(R) (S). 4.30 Friends (R) (S). 
5.00 5 News At 5 (S). 5.30 
Neighbours (R) (S). 






Bed (S) 5.30 Extreme Cake 

4 





Makers (S). 



6.00 BBC News At 

6.00 Richard 

6.00 ITV Regional 

6.00 The Simpsons 

6.00 Home And Away 

HiU 

Six; Weather (S). 

Osman’s House 

News; Weather 

(R) (S). 

Dean breaks 

. 

6.30 BBC Regional 

Of Games (R) (S). 

(S). 

6.30 Holly oaks OLLie 

into the mailbox 


News; Weather 

6.30 Island Medics 

6.25 Party Election 

tells Mandy that 

to retrieve the 

1 lelen McCi 01 j) ha a ^ 

(S). 

From the Gilbert 

Broadcast (S). 

Luke wants a 

letter (R) (S). 


6.55 Party Election 

Bain Hospital in 

6.30 ITV News; 

paternity test 

6.30 5 News Tonight 


Broadcast (R) (S). 

Lerwick (R) (S). 

Weather (S). 

(R) (S). 

(S). 


7.00 The One Show 

7.00 Antiques Road 

7.00 Emmerdale 

7.00 Channel 4 News 

7.00 Secrets Of The 

7.00 Beyond 100 

Hosted by Matt 

Trip Antiques 

Harriet makes 

(S). 

National Trust 

Days; Weather 

Baker and Alex 

experts 

another 


With Alan 

(S). 

Jones (S). 

compete to 

disturbing 


Titchmarsh 

7.30 Secrets Of Bones 


make the most 

discovery (S). 


The host visits 

How vertebrates 


money at 

7.30 Coronation 


Cragside (R) (S). 

capture their 


auction (S). 

Street (S). 



food (S). 

8.00 Supermarket 

8.00 Great British 

8.00 Britain’s 

8.00 Location, 

8.00 GPs: Behind 

8.00 Kolkata With 

Secrets How 

Menu The 

Brightest 

Location, 

Closed Doors 

Sue Perkins 

supermarkets 

three chefs 

Family (S). 

Location New 

Dr Akbani helps 

Life in the 

are fighting to 

from Scotland 

8.30 Coronation 

series. Kirstie 

two daughters 

21st-century 

bring consumers 

present their 

Street (S). 

ALLsopp helps 

deal with a 

megacity 

their food on 

starters and 


a couple in 

hereditary 

formerly known 

demand (S). 

fish courses (S). 


Woking (S). 

illness (S). 

as Calcutta (S). 

9.00 Earth From 

9.00 MotherFather 

9.00 The Bay 

9.00 Chimerica New 

9.00 Inside John 

9.00 Julius Caesar 

Space New 

Son Max finds 

A confession 

series. Powerful 

Lewis: Profits 

Revealed Mary 

series. Cameras 

himself under 

to Lisa shines 

drama about a 

& Problems 

Beard explores 

in space tell 

the spotlight (S). 

a possible new 

photojournalist 

Going behind 

the life, reign 

stories of life on 


light on DyLan’s 

accused of 

the scenes of 

and legacy of 

our planet (S). 


killer (S). 

doctoring a 

the British 

the Roman 




photograph (S). 

institution (S). 

politician (S). 

10.00 BBC News (S). 

10.00 Island Of 

10.00 ITV News At 

10.00 Gogglebox 

10.00 James Bulger: 

10.00The Normans 

10.25 BBC Regional 

Dreams One- 

Ten; Weather (S). 

Opinions on 

The New 

The expansion 

News; Weather 

off comedy, 

10.30 ITV Regional 

shows including 

Revelations 

and unchecked 

(S). 

starring Harry 

News (S). 

Our Planet, This 

Fresh evidence 

ambition of 

10.35 Glow Up: 

Enfield (R) (S). 

10.45 Heathrow: 

Morning and 

in the case of 

the Norman 

Britain’s Next 

10.30 Newsnight (S). 

Britain’s Busiest 

Britain’s Got 

the toddler’s 

empire (S). 

Make-Up Star (S) 


Airport (R) (S). 

Talent (R) (S). 

murder (R) (S). 


11.35 A Question Of 

11.15 Stephen: 

11.10 La Liga 

11.05 First Dates 

11.05 Britain’s Cocaine 

11.00 Blazes And 

Sport A round¬ 

The Murder 

Highlights 

Return of the 

Epidemic 

Brigades: The 

up of the best 

That Changed 

Including 

restaurant- 

Lifting the lid 

Story Of The 

moments from 

A Nation 

Huesca vs 

based dating 

on the ordinary 

Fire Service (S). 

the latest series 

Examining the 

Barcelona (S). 

show, hosted 

people who use 


(R) (S). 

death of Stephen 


by Fred Sirieix 

or supply the 



Lawrence (R) (S). 


(R) (S). 

drug (R) (S). 


12.05 Celebrity Painting 

12.15 Sign Zone: DIY SOS: 

12.10 British Touring Car 

12.10 The Great British 

12.05 Police Interceptors 

12.00 The Joy Of Stats 

Challenge (R) (S). 1.10 BBC 

The Big Build (R) (S). 1.15 

Championship Highlights 

School Swap (R) (S). 

(R) (S). 1.00 Teleshopping 

(5) 1.00 Buddha: Genius 

News (S). 

Sign Zone: Race Across 

(S) 1.25 Jackpot247 3.00 

1.05 FILM: Love, Rosie 

(S). 3.00 Access (S). 3.10 

Of The Ancient World (S). 


The WorLd (R) (S). 2.15 This 

Lethal Weapon (R) (S). 3-45 

(Christian Ditter 2014) (S). 

Wentworth Prison (R) (S). 

2.00 Kolkata With Sue 


Is BBC Two (S). 

ITV Nightscreen 5.05 The 

2.50 Coast vs Country (R) 

4.00 Cruising With Jane 

Perkins (S). 3.00 Julius 



Jeremy Kyle Show (R) (S). 

(S). 3.45 French Collection 

McDonald (R) (S) 4-45 

Caesar Revealed (S) 




(R) (S). 4-35 Kirstie’s 

House Doctor ( R) (S). 

4.00 Close 




Handmade Treasures (R) (S). 

5.10 Great Artists (R) (S). 




6.10 FILM: Exodus: 
Gods And Kings 

(Ridley Scott 
2014) Biblical 
epic, starring 
Christian Bale 
(S). 


9.00 FILM: Eddie The 
Eagle (Dexter 
FLetcher 2016) 
Biopic of Eddie 
Edwards, 
starring Taron 
Egerton (S). 


11.10 FILM: 

Commando 

(Mark L Lester 
1985) Adventure, 
starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger 
(S). 

12.55 FILM: Monsters: 

Dark Continent (Tom 
Green 2014} Sci-fi sequeL, 
starring Johnny Harris (S). 

3.20 Close 


6.00 The Planet’s Funniest 
Animals (S). 6.20 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World 
Records (S). 6.45 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World 
Records (S) 7.10 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold (S). 

8.00 Emmerdale (S). 8.25 
Emmerdale (S) 8.55 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold (S). 

9.25 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (S) 10.15 BGT:Top 
10 Comedy Corkers (S). 

11.15 The Guide To You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold (S). 

12.15 Emmerdale (S). 12.45 
Emmerdale (S) 1.15 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold (S). 

1.40 The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (S) 2.35 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show (S). 3.40 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show (S). 4.50 
The Jeremy Kyle Show (S). 

6.00 Take Me Out A 

Michael Jackson 
impersonator 
is among the 
contestants (S). 


7.30 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 

A building 
crushes a 
luxury sports 
car (S). 

8.00 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 

A mustard¬ 
swallowing 
challenge 
backfires (S). 


9.00 FILM: American 

Pie (Paul Weitz 
1999) Coming- 
of-age comedy, 
with Jason 
Biggs (S). 


11.05 Family Guy 

Peter volunteers 
for the police 
force (S). 

11.30 Family Guy 

Peter’s parents 
get a divorce (S). 

12.00 American Dad! (S). 

12.30 American Dad! (S) 
12.55 The Cleveland Show 
(S). 1.25 The Cleveland 
Show 1.50 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 
(S) 2.20 Teleshopping 
5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
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unruffled Richard Gere) continues 
auditioning Sarah Lancashire’s 
populist Leader in waiting. 


Urban Myths: Donald 
Trump And Andy Warhol 
9pm, Sky Arts 

These comedy dramas imagining 
unlikely Liaisons from popular 
culture are not exactly subtle, and 
this is reflected in some very broad 
performances indeed. That rather 
suits this week’s protagonists, with 
Anthony Atamanuik essaying a 
wickedly funny impersonation of 
Donald Trump. The year is 1984 and, 
having bought an American football 
team, Trump is Looking for some 
famous faces to help him audition 
cheerleaders. Enter the rather 
unlikely figure of Andy Warhol. 


FILM 

CHOICE 

LAURENCE PHELYVN 



FILM OF THE DAY 
Step Brothers 
9.40pm, Sky Cinema Comedy 

(Adam McKay, 2008) 

WILL Ferrell (left) and John C ReiLLy - 
surely the two best American actors 
around when it comes to playing 
idiotic and ridiculous man-children 
- star as Brennan and Dale, a 39- and 
a 40-year-oLd. Both are still arrested 
adolescents who have yet to Leave 
home, and they are thus forced to 
Live in the same house after their 
respective single parents (Mary 
Steenburgen and Richard Jenkins) get 
married. From arguments around the 
dinner table and a fiasco with bunk 
beds to nautical misadventures and 
plenty of Tom-and-Jerryish physical 
violence, this mines the comedy of 
immature men acting Like children 
for all it’s worth. And then some. 


Grease 

10pm, Sky Cinema Musicals 

(Randal KLeiser, 1978) 

John Travolta and Olivia Newton- 
John star in the original high school 
musical. It’s as synthetic as hairspray 
and bubblegum, but it’s also a high- 
spirited confection of pop culture 
nostalgia and teenage hormones. 


The Usual Suspects 

11.35pm, ITV4 

(Bryan Singer, 1995) 

A smart and cine-literate neo-noir 
flashback thriller with a great 
final reel twist. Gabriel Byrne, 
Kevin Spacey and Benicio Del 
Toro are among the crims who are 
assembled for a job by shadowy 
underworld figure Keyser Soze. 


ON DEMAND 

The Case Against 
Adnan Syed 
Now TV/Sky Box Sets 

This docu-series swings 
the spotlight on the victim. 

Derry Girls 

AII4 

Visits by Take That and 
Bill Clinton are among the 
highlights of the second series. 

Unstoppable: Sean Scully 
And The Art Of Everything 
BBCiPlayer 

A profile of the abstract painter, 
Little known in his native UK. 


| <iv3 | 
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,11, 
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qr 

8.55 A Place In The Sun: 

sky Png 

OSJatlantic 

6.00 Classic Coronation 

6.00 Hollyoaks (S). 6.30 

6.00 RSPCA Animal 

6.00 Fish Town (R) (S) 7.00 

Street (S). 6.25 Classic 

Hollyoaks (S). 7.00 Rules 

Winter Sun (S). 9.55 A 

Rescue (R) (S). 7.00 Animal 

Richard E Grant’s Hotel 

Coronation Street (S). 

Of Engagement (S). 7.30 

Place In The Sun: Winter 

House (R) (S) 8.00 Monkey 

Secrets (R) (S) 8.00 The 

6.55 Heartbeat (S). 8.00 

Rules Of Engagement (S). 

Sun (S) 10.55 The Great 

Life (R) (S). 8.30 Monkey 

British (R) (S). 9.00 The 

Murder, She Wrote (S) 

8.00 Sabrina The Teenage 

British Bake Off (S). 12.15 

Life (R) (S). 9.00 Monkeys 

West Wing (R) (S) 10.00 

9.00 Judge Judy (S) 9.30 

Witch (S) 8.30 Sabrina The 

Find It, Fix It, Flog It (S). 

And Apes: Wild Files (R). 

The West Wing (R) (S). 

Judge Judy (S) 10.00 

Teenage Witch (S). 9.00 

1.15 Four In A Bed (S) 1.45 

9.15 SO Beano! 9.30 Play 

11.00 CSI: Crime Scene 

Judge Judy (S). 10.30 

Baby Daddy (S). 9.30 Baby 

Four In A Bed (S). 2.15 Four 

Your Pets Right 9.45 Big 

Investigation (R) (S). 12.00 

Agatha Christie’s Poirot 

Daddy (S). 10.00 The Big 

In A Bed (S). 2.50 Four In A 

Cats: Wild Files 10.00 

Without A Trace (R) (S). 

(S). 12.40 Heartbeat (S). 

Bang Theory (S). 10.30 The 

Bed (S). 3.20 Four In A Bed 

The Athena 10.30 The 

1.00 Without A Trace (R) 

1.45 Classic Emmerdale 

Big Bang Theory (S) 11.00 

(S). 3.50 Food Unwrapped 

Simpsons (R) (S). 11.00 

(S). 2.00 Blue Bloods (R). 

(S). 2.15 Classic Emmerdale 

The Goldbergs (S) 12.00 

(S). 4 20 Food Unwrapped 

Modern Family (R) (S). 

3.00 The West Wing (R) (S). 

(S). 2.50 Classic Coronation 

Brooklyn Nine-Nine (S) 

(S). 4 55 The Secret Life 

11.30 Modern Family 

4.00 The West Wing (R) 

Street (S). 3 20 Classic 

12.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 

Of The Zoo (S) 5-55 The 

(R) (S). 12.00 NCIS: Los 

(S). 5.00 Without A Trace 

Coronation Street (S). 3.55 

(S). 1.00 The Big Bang 

Supervet (S). 

Angeles (R) (S). 1.00 Hawaii 

(R) (S). 


Agatha Christie’s Poirot 

Theory (S). 1.30 The Big 


Five-o (R) (S). 2.00 Hawaii 



(S). 5-55 Heartbeat (S) 

Bang Theory (S). 2.00 Baby 


Five-o (R) (S). 3.00 Modern 




Daddy (S). 2.30 Baby Daddy 


Family (R) (S). 3.30 Modern 




(S). 3.00 Brooklyn Nine- 


Family (R) (S). 4.00 The 




Nine (S). 3-30 Brooklyn 


Simpsons (R) (S). 4-3° The 




Nine-Nine (S) 4.00 The 


Simpsons (R) (S). 5 00 




Goldbergs (S). 5.00 The 


The Simpsons (R) (S). 5.30 




Crystal Maze (S). 


Futurama (R) (S). 




6.00 The Big Bang 

6.55 999: On The 

6.00 Futurama Fry 

6.00 

Without A Trace 


Theory (S). 

Frontline 

and Bender 


A motivational 


6.30 The Big Bang 

A 93-year-old 

become room- 


speaker goes 


Theory Sheldon 

war veteran 

mates (R) (S). 


missing (R) (S). 


discovers a 

may have a 

6.30 The Simpsons 




letter belonging 

life-threatening 

(R) (S). 




to Howard (S). 

infection (S). 




7.00 Murder, She 

7.00 Hollyoaks (S). 

7.55 Grand Designs 

7.00 The Simpsons 

7.00 

CSI: Crime 

Wrote Jessica 

7.30 Speechless 

A cutting-edge, 

Lisa embraces 


Scene 

visits Amish 

Dylan rebels 

post-industrial 

her creative 


Investigation 

country (S). 

against the 

house in the 

side (R) (S). 


A stewardess 


school’s 

South Downs 

7.30 The Simpsons 


is raped and 


’no-prank" 
initiative (S). 

(S). 

(R) (S). 


murdered (R). 

8.00 Agatha Christie’s 

8.00 The Goldbergs 


8.00 DC’s Legends 

8.00 

Blue Bloods 

Poirot An 

Erica, Barry 


Of Tomorrow 


A reality 

archaeologist’s 

and Adam’s 


The Waverider 


television star 

wife is 

distant relative 


crew kidnap the 


dies during a 

murdered 

Gleb visits from 


president in 


fashion show 

during an 

Russia (S). 


1973- 


(R). 

excavation (S). 

8.30 Schooled (S). 






9.00 Tattoo Fixers: 

9.00 Find It, Fix It, 

9.00 Magnum 

9.00 

Billions Axe is 


Extreme Pash 

Drive It Henry 

P.l. Kumu 


surprised by 


gets rid of biker 

Cole and Sam 

reconnects with 


a visitor from 


Pete’s offensive 

Lovegrove 

an old friend (S). 


his past. 


ink (S). 

restore a 

1968 Morris 
ambuLance (S). 




10.05 The Bletchley 

10.00 First Dates 

10.00 Car SOS Fuzz 

10.00 Strike Back: 

10.10 Veep Selina 

Circle: San 

Hotel An 

Townshend 

Silent War 


makes a novel 

Francisco 

87-year-old 

and Tim Shaw 

Section 20 tries 


campaign 

Drama following 

fitness fanatic 

restore an 

to stop Pavel 


proposal. 

four highly 

looks for love 

Aston Martin 

and Katrina 

10.45 Barry Sally 

intelligent 

(S). 

DB6 (S). 

from arming a 


reflects on her 

women (S). 



terrorist (R) (S). 


personal history. 

11.00 The Bletchley 

11.05 The Hangover 

11.00 24 Hours In 

11.00 Karl Pilkington: 

11.20 The Case 

Circle: San 

Games A group 

A&E A 56-year- 

The Moaning 


Against Adnan 

Francisco 

of friends 

old man is put 

Of Life Karl 


Syed The facts 

San Francisco 

from Barrow 

on life support 

Pilkington 


of the case are 

is in the grip 

compete (S). 

following a 

considers 


laid out (R). 

of a killer (S). 

11.40 The Big Bang 

cardiac arrest 

the point of 




Theory (S). 

(S). 

art (R) (S). 




12.05 Law & Order: UK (S). 
1.05 Law & Order: UK (S). 
2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 
2.30 Teleshopping 


12.05 The Big Bang Theory 
(S). 12.35 Tattoo Fixers: 
Extreme (S). 1.40 First 
Dates Hotel (S). 2.35 Celebs 
Go Dating (S). 3.30 The 
Goldbergs (S) 3.50 Schooled 
(S). 4.15 The Big Bang Theory 
(S). 4-55 2 Broke Girls (S). 


12.00 999: On The 
Frontline (S) 1.05 Find 
It, Fix It, Drive It (S). 

2.10 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (S). 3.10 
8 Out Of 10 Cats Christmas 
Special (S). 3.50 Close 


12.00 Motorway Patrol 

(R) (S) 1.00 A League Of 
Their Own (R) (S). 2.00 
Comedians Watching 
Football With Friends 2.30 
Duck Quacks Don’t Echo (R). 
3.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (R) 

(S) . 4.00 Road Wars (R) (S). 


12.30 The Wire (R) 1.50 
Our Cartoon President 
(R) (S). 2.25 Our Cartoon 
President (R) (S). 3.00 
Gomorrah (R) (S). 4.00 The 
West Wing (R)(S). 5.00 
The West Wing (R) (S). 


Radio 

BBC Radio 1 

6.30am The Radio 1 Breakfast 
Show With Greg James 10.00 
Clara Amfo 12.45pm Newsbeat 

I. 00 Scott Mills 4.00 Jordan 
North 5.45 Newsbeat 6.00 
Jordan North 7.00 Radio l’s 
Future Sounds With Annie 
Mac 9.00 Rick ie, MeLvin And 
Charlie 11.00 Radio l’s Indie 
Show With Jack Saunders 
lam Benji B 3.00 Radio l’s 
Drag Queen’s Den 3.30 Radio 
l’s Workout Mix 4.00 Early 
Breakfast With AdeLe Roberts 

BBC Radio lXtra 

6am Reece Parkinson 10.00 
Ace 12.45pm Newsbeat 1.00 
Nadia Jae 4.00 Sian Anderson 
5.45 Newsbeat 6.00 Sian 
Anderson 7.00 DJ Target 9.00 
lXtra Residency - Nadia Jae 

II. 00 Snoochie Shy lam Moses 
Boyd 3.00 UKG Takeover 4.00 
lXtra Residency - Tash LC 

BBC Radio 2 

6.30am The Zoe BaLl Breakfast 
Show 9.30 Jo WhiLey l2noon 
Vanessa Feltz 2.00 Steve 
Wright In The Afternoon 5.00 
Sara Cox 7.00 Ricky WiLson 
9.00 The FoLk Show With Mark 
Radcliffe 10.00 Trevor NeLson’s 
Rhythm Nation I2mdn’t OJ 
Borg 3.00 Pick Of The Pops 
5.00 Nicki Chapman 

BBC Radio 3 

6.30am Breakfast 9.00 
Essential CLassics. Ian SkeLLy 
is joined by Kelsey Grammer. 
i2noon Composer Of The 
Week: Berg 1.00 News 1.02 
Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. 

The second concert in a series 
curated by the Calidore String 
Quartet. 2.00 Afternoon 
Concert. Music by Bach, 
Rautavaara and Shotakovich. 
3-30 Choral Evensong. Live 
from Canterbury CathedraL. 

4.30 New Generation Artists. 
Tenor ALessandro Fisher sings 
Over the Rim of the Moon by 
MichaeL Head. 5.00 In Tune. 
Music and arts news. 7.00 In 
Tune Mixtape 7-30 Radio 3 In 
Concert. Sir Andrew Davis and 
the BBC Symphony Orchestra 
in Tippett’s evocation of a 
Senegalese Lake. 10.00 Free 
Thinking. Matthew Sweet asks 
what makes people cry and 
why. 10.45 The Essay: Behold 
The Man 11.00 Late Junction 
12.30am Through The Night 

BBC Radio 4 

6am Today 9.00 New Ways Of 
Seeing 9.30 The Curious Cases 
Of Rutherford <& Fry 9.45 Book 
Of The Week: Michael Tippett: 
The Biography 10.00 Woman’s 
Hour 10.55 The Listening 
Project 11.00 My Name Is 

11.30 Ability i2noon News 
12.04 Adrian Mole And The 
Weapons Of Mass Destruction 
12.18 You And Yours 12.57 
Weather 1.00 The World At 
One 1.45 One To One 2.00 The 
Archers 2.15 Drama: Death At 
The Airport: The PLot Against 
KimJong-nam 3.00 Money 
Box Live 3.30 In Their Element 
4.00 Thinking AlLowed 4.30 
The Media Show 5.00 PM 5.57 


Weather 6.00 Six O’CLock News 

6.30 Fags, Mags And Bags. 
Malcolm announces she wishes 
to become a foster carer. 7.00 
The Archers 7-15 Front Row. 
Arts programme. 7.45 The 
Citadel 8.00 FutureProofing. 
How the home wiLL be 
disrupted and transformed by 
radical technological change. 
8.45 LentTaLks. Alison Cope 

on a mother’s grief. Last in 
the series. 9.00 Costing The 
Earth. Tom Heap examines 
the impact of Brexit on the 
British countryside. 9.30 New 
Ways Of Seeing 10.00 The 
WorLd Tonight 10.45 Book At 
Bedtime: Adrian Mole And The 
Weapons Of Mass Destruction 
11.00 Bunk Bed 11.15 Kieran 
Hodgson’s Earworms 11.30 
The UntoLd I2mdn’t News 
And Weather 12.30 Book Of 
The Week: MichaeL Tippett: 

The Biography 12.48 Shipping 
Forecast 1.00 As BBC World 
Service 5.20 Shipping Forecast 

5.30 News Briefing 5.43 Prayer 
For The Day 5.45 Farming 
Today 5.58 Tweet Of The Day 

BBC Radio 4 LW 

9.45am Daily Service 12.01pm 
Shipping Forecast 5.54 
Shipping Forecast 

BBC Radio 4 Extra 

6am BattLe For Inspector West 

6.30 Ayckbourn In Action 7.00 
The Six Mothers-in-Law Of 
Henry VIII 7.30 Fags, Mags And 
Bags 8.00 The Navy Lark 8.30 
Not In Front Of The Children 
9.00 Counterpoint 9.30 Stiff 
Upper Lip, Jeeves 10.00 
Witness: Five Plays From The 
Gospel Of Luke 10.45 Witness: 
Behind Luke’s Story 11.00 Step 
Back In Time With Rylan CLark- 
Neal 11.30 Short Cuts i2noon 
The Navy Lark 12.30 Not In 
Front Of The Children 1.00 
Battle For Inspector West 1.30 
Ayckbourn In Action 2.00 Back 
When We Were Grownups 
2.15 The Test Of Time 2.30 

A Raging Calm 2.45 Eleanor 
Marx - A Life 3.00 Witness: 

Five PLays From The Gospel 
Of Luke 3.45 Witness: Behind 
Luke’s Story 4.00 Counterpoint 

4.30 Stiff Upper Lip, Jeeves 



Free Thinking 

10pm, BBC Radio 3 

John Yorke, Bridget 
Minamore and 
Melanie Williams 
join Matthew 
Sweet (above) for a 
Look at the ways in 
which cinema and 
television soaps 
and dramas make 
people cry - and 
why they do. 


5.00 The Six Mothers-in-Law 
Of Henry VIII 5.30 Fags, Mags 
And Bags 6.00 Wyrd Sisters 

6.30 That Reminds Me 7-00 
The Navy Lark 7.30 Not In 
Front Of The Children 8.00 
Battle For Inspector West 

8.30 Ayckbourn In Action 9.00 
Step Back In Time With RyLan 
Clark-Neal 9.30 Short Cuts 
10.00 Comedy CLub: Fags, Mags 
And Bags 10.30 Comedy CLub: 
The Hudson And Pepperdine 
Show 11.00 Comedy Club: And 
Now In Colour 11.30 Comedy 
Club: DeLve Special I2mdn’t 
Wyrd Sisters 12.30 That 
Reminds Me 1.00 Battle For 
Inspector West 1.30 Ayckbourn 
In Action 2.00 Back When 

We Were Grownups 2.15 The 
Test Of Time 2.30 A Raging 
Calm 2.45 Eleanor Marx - A 
Life 3.00 Witness: Five PLays 
From The Gospel Of Luke 3-45 
Witness: Behind Luke’s Story 
4.00 Counterpoint 4.30 Stiff 
Upper Lip, Jeeves 5.00 The Six 
Mothers-in-Law Of Henry VIII 

5.30 Fags, Mags And Bags 

BBC 5 Live 

6am 5 Live Breakfast 9.00 Your 
Call 10.00 The Emma Barnett 
Show With Clare McDonneLl 
lpm Nihal Arthanayake 4.00 
5 Live Drive 7.00 5 Live Sport 
8.00 5 Live Sport: Champions 
League FootbalL 2018-19 10.30 
Geoff LLoyd lam Up ALL Night 
5.00 Morning Reports 5.15 
Wake Up To Money 

BBC 6 Music 

7.30am Huw Stephens 10.30 
Mary Anne Hobbs lpm Shaun 
Keaveny 4.00 Steve Lamacq 
7.00 Vic Galloway 9.00 
Gideon Coe I2mdn’t 6 Music 
Recommends With Mary Anne 
Hobbs 1.00 Classic Albums 
2.00 Classic Scottish ALbums 

2.30 6 Music Live Hour 3.30 
Mary Anne Hobbs Hit Reset 
Mix 4.00 6 Music’s Jukebox 
5.00 Gemma Caimey 

Classic FM 

6am More Music Breakfast 
9.00 John Suchet lpm Anne- 
Marie Minhalls.OO Classic FM 
Drive 7.00 Smooth CLassics 
At Seven 8.00 The Full Works 
Concert. Pieces that dropped 
out of the Hall of Fame in 2018. 
10.00 Smooth CLassics lam 
Sam Pittis 

Absolute Radio 

6am Dave Berry 10.00 Leona 
Graham lpm Pete Donaldson 
4.00 Bush And Richie 7-00 
DanieLle Perry 10.00 Sarah 
Champion lam Chris Martin 

Heart 

6am J K And Kelly 9.00 Pandora 
lpm Matt WiLkinson 4.00 Rich 
Clarke 700 Sian Welby 10.00 
Fia Tarrant lam Simon Beale 
4.00 Jenni FaLconer 

TalkSPORT 

6am The Alan Brazil Sports 
Breakfast With David Seaman 
10.00 Jim White, Simon J ordan 
And Bob MilLs lpm Hawksbee 
And Jacobs 4.00 Adrian 
Durham And Darren Gough 
7.00 Kick-off 10.00 Sports Bar 
lam Extra Time With Jordan 
Jarrett-Bryan 










































Travel. 

A rail pleasure 

Riding the railways, from 
sLeepers to bullet trains, is 
a great way to see China 

^Page 40 



Arts. 

From stage to screen 

The ‘Chimerica’ playwright 
Lucy Kirkwood on writing 
a version for television 
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Reviews. 

Portrait of the artist 

A new exhibition explores 
Rembrandt’s fascination 
with his own face 
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W hen you hear the 
words “cured meat”, 
does your mouth 
water as much as 
when you think 
of charcuterie? The French word 
sounds so much better, perhaps be¬ 
cause we don’t expect cured meats 
to be British. 

We know that chorizo and jamon 
is from Spain. Italy has given us 
salami, prosciutto, bresaola (and 
the rest). The range of traditional 
French charcuterie stretches from 
spicy saucisson and jambon de Bay¬ 
onne to rich pate, unctuous porky ril- 
lettes, and beyond. 

The UK does have a history of 
producing cured meats, but the 
legacy has been rubbed away over 
the years. Too many links have been 
broken, and there are very few fami¬ 
lies or businesses where the tradi¬ 
tion has been passed down through 
generations, as you find in the rest 
of Europe. 

In her 1967 introduction to Char¬ 
cuterie and French Pork Cookery , Jane 
Grigson wrote that British pigs were 
getting too skinny for the fatty de¬ 
lights she was writing about. “I hope 
this book, in some degree, will con¬ 
tribute to reinstating the pig in its 
variety in English kitchens.” 

But British charcuterie, fuelled 
by the boom in artisan food produc¬ 
tion, is now enjoying an astounding 
period of growth. 

Many “garden shed” producers 
are now selling to the public, and last 
year more than 400 products by 100 
producers competed for attention at 
the Cured Meat Festival and British 
Charcuterie Live at Blenheim Palace. 
We spoke to some of them to hear 
what’s behind the boom. 

TO MARKET,TO MARKET 

For Sean Cannon, charcuterie is an 
exciting area because there are 10 
times as many producers today as 
there were in 2010, when he started 
selling British produce from his Nor¬ 
folk market stall, under the name 
Cannon & Cannon. 

There was so much demand for 
his salami, coppa and bresaola that 
he was soon doing 15 farmers’ mar¬ 
kets, including London’s Borough 
Market, and racing around the city 
in the evening, delivering to eager 
restaurants: smoked duck breasts 
and lamb merguez salamis from 
Trealy Farm in Monmouthshire, or 
pork, cider and seaweed salami from 
Bude’s Cornish Charcuterie. He was 
building a salami army of British 
cured meat producers. 

Cannon, 37, then opened Meat 
School (the second Cannon, his 
brother Joe, went back to his “real 
job” as the business expanded) 
where his students were handed 
blowtorches on arrival and instruct¬ 
ed to blast the hairs off their animals. 
“Not something to do with a hango¬ 


Adam Byatt (right) and Sean Cannon 
(facing page) are working on their 
own styles of charcuterie 

v _ 



Britain's new 
salami army 


Britain is taking on Europe’s finest producers of cured 
meats with delicious results, offering produce at markets 
and in restaurants around the country. By Sophie Morris 



ver,” he jokes as he shows me round 
his new processing facility in Ber¬ 
mondsey, which he hopes will allow 
him to bring British charcuterie to 
the next level. 

PRICE VERSUSPROCESSING 

Cannon wants to take his meats to a 
larger audience, but he’s never been 
able to supply supermarkets because 
it’s impossible to get near the foreign 
producers on price. For example, a 
90g packet of Milano salami costs 
£2.10, while Cannon & Cannon’s 60g 
packets of British salami are £4.50. 

“The reason you can go in any su¬ 
permarket and pay £2.99 for some 
French ham is the processing,” he 
says. “You have to have a safe facil¬ 
ity for slicing, the product has to be 
uniform, you have to pack it, seal it, 
brand it, shop it... Until this point 
we’ve been a merry band of artisans 
with an incredible range of products. 

“We were doing too much and 


started to think about what our role 
was,” he explains. “What were we 
trying to do with British charcu¬ 
terie? There was clearly an interest.” 

Cannon says there are 200 pro¬ 
ducers now, compared the 20 he 
could choose from when he started 
out. Although his company does not 
produce anything itself, it trumpets 
its producers on its website, and 
when you buy something you know 
where it has come from. 

That might be John Doig of Moons 
Green, near Tenterden in Kent, who 
creates chilli-fired “beer sticks” 
(think posh Peperami to enjoy with 
a pint) and saucisson flavoured with 
wild fennel and garlic or mushroom 
and truffle. Or it could be Tempus 
Charcuterie, co-founded by Dhruv 
Baker of MasterChef fame, which 
only makes products using prized 
Large Black pigs. 

The plan now is to install ma¬ 
chinery that will enable Cannon & 

















Cannon to process products more 
efficiently. It recently cut short a 
crowdfunder after finding invest¬ 
ment to cover the purchase of the 
huge machine needed to do the job. 

Cannon and his colleagues re¬ 
member their research trip to Ger¬ 
many with glee, pointing out that 
Germans eat sliced meats almost 
three times a day. 

HOTSTUFF 

Charcuterie can be cooked as well 
as cured, as many of the French 
products are. While the new wave of 
British curing is a homegrown take 
on continental-style air-dried meats, 
made with our outstanding livestock, 
more traditional varieties include 
bath chaps (pickled pigs’ cheeks), 
black pudding and corned beef. 

MICHELIN-STARRED MEAT 

Adam Byatt owns the Michelin- 
starred Trinity restaurant in Clap- 
ham, south London, and is proud of 
his house-made charcuterie. About 
five years ago he tasked his trusted 
sous chef Chris Bolan with develop¬ 
ing it, and even though both are very 
experienced cooks, they felt they 
were starting almost from scratch. 

“We spent two years making loads 
of mistakes,” remembers Byatt. 
“It’s a long process. When you start 
something you don’t see the benefits 
for four or six months, so you don’t 
know whether you’ve made mistakes 
until the end.” 

“There’s not much information 

It’s a long process. 
You don’t see the 
benefits for four 
or six months 




out there,” says Bolan. “Once peo¬ 
ple have got to a point where they’re 
making something really good, they 
generally don’t want to give away 
their secrets. We probably have the 
best livestock in Europe. The reason 
we don’t have a history of charcu¬ 
terie is that we didn’t need to pre¬ 
serve it in the same way. We did salt 
pork and cure meats in certain ways, 
but we didn’t have the same need 
as Italy and France. That’s why you 
don’t see charcuterie in other cold 
countries, like Scandinavia.” 

Today the plate they’re shifting 
“tonnes” of is a beauty. There are 
long strips of melting scarlet duck 
ham, French magret duck breast 
with its generous border of fat which 
has been sweet-cured, air dried and 
sliced thinly; the lomo - Spanish- 
style cured pork loin - is blush pink 
and salty; there are firm slices of 
ruby bresaola brined in red wine; 
and lardo picante, pork back fat 
cured in salt and spices and sliced 
wafer-thin to smear on toast. 

Bolan is working on about 18 types 
of charcuterie, including coppa, sa¬ 
lami, saucisson, prosciutto, guan- 
ciale and pancetta. Both men agree 
though that the holy grail is Spain’s 
iberico bellota ham, from free-roam¬ 
ing acorn-fed Iberian black pigs - 
65g of this costs £10.99 in Waitrose. 

ABITOF AN ANIMAL 

Although Bolan is proud of his own 
cured meats, he says the British can¬ 
not come near bellota because the 
Spanish won’t sell us their pigs. 

Byatt predicts we’ll find a way 
around this. “On the Continent they 
have a culture of salting, ferment¬ 
ing, curing sardines, capers, olives, 
anchovies, tuna - it’s not that far re¬ 
moved from curing meat. We don’t 
have that culture, it’s new to us. But 
we’ll see a huge growth in this area 
over the next 10 years.” 

The bible, if you want to try this 
at home, is probably still Grigson’s 
book, which was reissued in 2001 and 
has been reprinted most years since. 
“Of all charcuterie,” she writes, 
“easily the most rewarding to make 
is salt pork. Everybody nowadays 
knows about pate, but produce a 
hot, glazed joint of salt pork, and you 
cause a sensation.” 

‘Charcuterie and French Pork 
Cookery’ by Jane Grigson (£14.99, 
Grub Street) 


ADVERTISEMENT 

"New Joint Pain Discovery 
Recommended To Patients 
By Top Doctors 

“At last, participants in clinical study proves new pill relieves serious 
joint pain and stiffness without medication, needles, or surgery... 
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JOINT-PILL SENSATION: Top Doctor now recommending 
new FlexoterolMe 


S tudies showed overwhelming proof 
that hundreds of arthritis victims 
who were resigned to life of agonising 
discomfort, and daily aches, and pains 
in fingers, hands, wrists, shoulders, 
elbows, knees, hips, ankles or back are 
now enjoying around-the-clock relief 
and energetic quality life once again 
- thanks to a new natural discovery 
that's taking the UK by storm. 

"We knew we had a great product, 
but we did not expect this much 
media coverage," said Jason Milton, 
Chief researcher of NLR (NaturLab 
Research) - the makers of this 
revolutionary joint pain pill: 

"This is the biggest breakthrough 
in natural extract technology yet". 

But let's take a closer look at why 
FlexoterolMe popularity is soaring. 

The active ingredient in 
FlexoterolMe is an all-natural herbal 
source. 

Scientists have long confirmed 
both it’s safety and it's powerful 
anti-inflammatory effect, delivered 
directly into the blood so that it drains 
off pain while it cleans up the source 
of the problem - inflammation. 

This helps it flow around the body 
more freely - so all tissues, muscles, 
joints, and organs are fed the nutrients 
they need so results can be seen quite 
quickly. 

"The amazing thing, of course, joint 
pain sufferers may no longer need 
prescription medications or hip and 
knee replacement surgery," says Dr. 
Shane Jackson, a Staff Physician at 
Care of the Elderly in London. 

WHY SO MUCH 
EXCITEMENT? 

Scientists believe they have discovered 
an elite group of rhizomes. 

These rhizomes are simply edible 
roots that reduce inflammation 
in human joints to help (or totally 
eliminate) aches and pains, 
rejuvenating and lubricating worn- 
out joints. 

Yes, the same crippling arthritis 
that affects more than 10 million Brits. 
Approximately 140,000 of us undergo 
painful hip and knee replacement 
operations every year, risking 
infection, stroke and costing the lives 
of almost 25,000 hospital patients in 
Britain! 

This rhizome is not a drug. It is the 
active ingredients in FlexoterolMe. 

Clinical studies showed a 
significant reduction in arthritis 
activity in the bone, reducing pain 
and stiffness and improving overall 
physical function. 

Many patients went on to report 
and improvement in the numbness in 
their arms, legs, and feet. 

IMPRESSIVE 
CLINICAL RESULTS 

Top scientists at the Baylor 
University Medical Center Dallas TX 
USA, University of Liege Belgium, 
University of Nottingham, amongst 
others have conducted more than 
78 studies on FlexoterolMe active 
ingredients. 

The results seem hard to believe. 
Yet the findings are published in the 
world's most prestigious medical 
journals. 

The results show... 

• Reduces inflammatory in both 
rheumatoid and osteoarthritis... 


• Improved joint mobility and 
flexibility... 

• Inhibition of cartilage breakdown 
by the body... 

• Protection of healthy cartilage 
cells... 

• An overall improved quality of life... 
And while we all know there is 
no miracle cure for arthritis, one 
medically-controlled study reported 
45 patients with flare-up arthritis had 
a 60% reduction in pain scores. 

Stiffness, inflammation and 
tenderness showed a remarkable 
70% reduction. 

Bear in mind that 50mg of Diclofenac 
that you may have been prescribed 
by your doctor shows only a 50% 
reduction in the same symptoms. 

The findings are impressive, no doubt, 
but results will vary. Consumers 
are advised to always consult with 
a doctor. There is no substitute for 
medical advice. 

With evidence based results like 
these however, it's easy to see why 
it’s popularity is soaring in the media 
right now about FlexoterolMe. 

The scientific evidence for 
FlexoterolMe is what separates it from 
other extracts available on the market. 

HOW IT WORKS 

FlexoterolMe pill is tasteless and 
within 45 minutes, it fully absorbs 
into your bloodstream. 

The active ingredients in FlexoterolMe 
are known simply as curcuminoids. 

Known for at least 2,000 years 
in Asia, it is a hybrid of many 
different cutting-edge herbs. You 
see, curcuminoids "switch off” 
the genes that cause age-related 
inflammation. 

The most powerful of these is the 
molecule Nuclear Factor-kappa beta 
(NF-kB) — the body's inflammation 
command centre. 

NF-kB is the "switch” that 
activates over 400 of our body's 
pro-inflammatory genes, including 
the enzymes COX-2, iNOS, and LOX. 
As a result, it provides our body 
the blueprint for regulating it’s 
inflammatory response. 

For years, doctors and scientists have 
been trying to find a way to give people 
potent curcuminoids orally, which is 
the active ingredient in turmeric. 

But there has been a big hurdle to 
overcome. The raw turmeric molecule 
is easily broken down by digestion 
rendering it virtually useless, meaning 
you gain less than 5% of its true 
potential. 


So, an oral supplement has not 
been available. 

This is not the curcuminoid your 
doctor already knows about! 

But new research shows a 
2,000% boost in absorption when 
FlexoterolMe active ingredients are 
combined, with them even lasting 
longer in the bloodstream too. 

Clinical research shows the active 
ingredients in FlexoterolMe are at 
least as effective at reducing pain and 
improving overall physical function 
than the leading NSAID pain relief like 
Ibuprofen and Diclofenac. 

These carry with them their own 
potential side effects and interactions 
with other drugs. The cost to the NHS 
of treating the average patient is about 
£5,500 per year. 

These are proven treatments here 
in Britain which can be painful and 
expensive. 

This seems to be another reason why 
FlexoterolMe release has sparked 
such a boom in the media. 

On one hand, it costs just a fraction 
of injections, pills and surgery. 

On the other hand, it has powerful 
and long lasting antioxidant effects, 
more effective than even prescription 
medication such as Diclofenac. 

"I've never seen a pill that allows 
doctors to help joint pain patients 
so significantly," says Dr. Shane 
Jackson, MBChB/MBBS. "In fact taking 
FlexoterolMe is a life changing event 
for some joint pain sufferers." 

HOWTO GET 
FLEXOTEROLME 

This is the official nationwide release 
of FlexoterolMe in the United Kingdom. 
And so, the company is offering a 
special discount supply to any person 
who calls within the next 48 hours. 

An Order Hotline has been set up 
for local readers to call. This gives 
everyone an equal chance to try 
FlexoterolMe. 

Starting at 08:00 AM today, the 
discount offer will be available for 48 
hours. All you have to do is call them 
for FREE on 01206 625 430 right now. 
Then, provide the operator with 
the special discount approval code: 
TU705. The company will do the rest. 
Important: Due to FlexoterolMe 
recent media exposure, phone lines 
are often busy. If you call and do not 
immediately get through, please be 
patient and call back. 














40 



From the fastest in the world to 
traditional slow sleepers, trains 
are a real experience in this part 
of the world, finds Rob Hastings 





INSURE 


*TEtCs apply. Insure a Go Insurance Limited is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference number 203041. 


Travel essentials 


GETTING THERE 

KLM offers returns via 
Amsterdam, flying into 
Chengdu and out of 
Shanghai, from £626.10. 

Flights depart from 17 
regional airports; klm.com 

GETTING AROUND 
The sleeper train from 
Chengdu to Xi’an costs 
208 yuan (£24) for a hard 
sleeper and 315 yuan for a 
soft sleeper. Xi’an to Bejing 
costs 272.5 yuan hard and 
440.5 yuan soft. Deluxe soft 
sleepers (from 814.5 yuan) 
and seats (from 112 yuan) 
may also be available. 

The Beijing to Shanghai 
bullet train costs 553 yuan 
and the Shanghai Maglev 50 
yuan. Foreigners can’t buy 
tickets online in advance; 
you can take your chance 
with availability at the 
station (bring your passport), 
or use an agent such as 
china-diy-travel.com. For 
more advice, see seat61.com. 

MORE INFORMATION 
Intrepid’s 12-day China 
Real Food Adventure tour, 
which travels by rail, starts 
from £l,7l5pp, including 
accommodation and meals; 
intrepidtravel.com. 

_ J 


5 star rating from over 15,000 
customers on Trustpilot 


T he little girl watches 
me as I eat my Prin¬ 
gles. Sitting on the 
other side of the small 
train compartment 
from me, on their bottom bunk, 
her grandparents have been feed¬ 
ing her segments of orange. But 
now she has stopped eating and 
she’s still staring. 

Not knowing what to do, I try 
giving her a smile. Bad move. Be¬ 
fore I know it, the girl - who must 
be about four years old - bursts 
into tears. This could be a long 
journey, I think to myself, as her 
grandpa takes her outside to 
calm her down. 

I’m on a sleeper train travelling 
from Xi’an - the walled capital of 
ancient China and home to the 
awe-inspiring Terracotta Army 
- to Beijing. 

It’s a 621-mile (1,000km) jour¬ 
ney that most people do by air. 
But overnight rail is not only 
cheaper (it’s often around half 
the price of a flight), it’s efficient, 
helping you pack in as many 
sights as possible during the day 
in a country where the high vol¬ 
ume of air traffic often means 
flight delays. Plus, sharing a tiny 
space with a family when you can 
only say ni hao to each other isn’t 
a bad way to immerse yourself 
in another country. Luckily, the 
grandparents encourage the girl 
to wave at me. 

The atmosphere onboard 
bears no resemblance to the awk¬ 


lam. The “hard sleeper” quarters 
- the next level down - are a dif¬ 
ferent beast: rows of three-bed 
bunks open to the whole carriage. 

“The hard sleeper is exactly 
what it sounds like: hard to sleep,” 
says Katie Walsh, a backpacker 
from Essex who is part of my tour 
group. “It’s like lying on concrete 
and you have no privacy. You 
have strangers sitting on 
your bed.” 

Yet she and her 
friend Ruth both en¬ 
joyed the experience, 
thanks to eye masks 
and ear plugs, and 
they got a few hours of 
sleep. “When the lights 
went out at 10pm, there was 
a bit of noise at first but after that 
it was pretty quiet,” says Katie. 

Arriving into Beijing at 7am 
after 10 hours on the rails, it’s a 
relief to reach my hotel and fresh¬ 
en up before going for a walk at 
the Temple of Heaven park. Later 
I gawp at the sheer scale of the 
Forbidden City, and the next 
morning head out on a day trip 
to spend a couple of hours hiking 
along the Mutianyu section of the 
Great Wall. 

From Beijing, I go on to Shang¬ 
hai - this time, on more cutting- 
edge transport. The bullet train 
between the two cities is the 
fastest scheduled rail service 
in the world, reaching 217mph 
(349kph). Watching everything 
race by through the window - for¬ 


ests, cities, farms, power stations 
with giant red-and-white striped 
chimneys, even a space observa¬ 
tory - is almost hypnotic during 
the 4.5-hour journey. 

In fact, rail travel in China feels 
very much like catching a flight, 
with body and baggage X-rays 
before you can enter any station. 

Then there are passport 
checks to get through, be¬ 
fore long waits in huge 
departure lounges. 

Be aware, though, 
that some stations 
only list destinations 
in Chinese, so make 
sure you take note of 
your train number. 

After two nights in Shang¬ 
hai it’s time to leave, but not 
before one last train journey. 
This time it’s not on wheels, but 
magnetic levitation. 

Shanghai’s floating maglev 
airport transfer is the fastest 
commercial train in the world, 
completing the 19-mile (30km) 
distance between the city and 
Pudong International Airport in 
seven minutes and 20 seconds. 

Inside it’s a fairly standard 
carriage, like a smart commuter 
train, but seeing the digital speed¬ 
ometer rocket up to 268mph 
(431kph) is a thrill - especially 
when another maglev whizzes 
past us in half a second. 

Rail travel around China is 
clearly the future - even when it 
doesn’t involve rails. 


ward silence of UK trains. There’s 
a community feeling, with young 
and old chatting together. The 
hostesses are friendly as they 
bring down trays of noodles for 
people to buy. 

Rail travel is becoming a more 
popular option for tourists trav¬ 
elling across China. Last win¬ 
ter a high-speed line between 
Hong Kong and Guangzhou was 
launched, and bullet trains are 
becoming more common. 

Overnight trains are an endur¬ 
ing reminder of 20th-century 
China. This is the second one I’ve 
used on my 12-day trip, having 
started in Chengdu - home to the 
Giant Panda Breeding Research 
Base, where you can get within 
metres of the creatures - to Xi’an. 

I’ve upgraded to a “soft sleeper” 
for this four-bed compartment, 
which is basic but comfortable. I 
get a surprisingly good sleep de¬ 
spite the last passenger to arrive 
opening our door, letting in the 
light of the corridor and clam¬ 
bering into the bunk above me at 


China’s bullet train (main); a 
hard sleeper carriage (inset); 
Rob Hastings in his sleeper 


Over 50 activities covered 
as standard 


Kids go 
free* 


Take us away with you 








































THE MOST LUXURIOUS 
ESCORTED TOURS 
TO AUSTRALASIA 
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LUXURY CRUISES & TOURS 

Y Business^^B 
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I Upgrade* Ft 


for only £299 
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UNRIVALLED LUXURY 

Journey with Scenic to Australia and New 
Zealand, and experience a holiday simply 
incomparable to anything else, where the 
luxuries and experiences that you would 
expect to pay extra for are included in the price. 

Our fully inclusive philosophy ensures 
everything you could possibly need is included. 
From return flights to transfers and tips, as well 
as our exclusive Scenic Enrich experiences 
and flexible Scenic Freechoice activities, 
selected dining and stays in world class 
hotels, rest assured this will be the trip of 
a lifetime. 

Covering the length and breadth of Australia 
and New Zealand, we promise you experiences 
that will become unforgettable highlights 
during your trip. From a helicopter flight over 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and a unique 
Uluru dining experience set amidst the Field 
of Light exhibit, to authentic introductions to 
traditional Maori life and a visit to Mission 
Estate winery for a private dinner and tasting 
event, we ensure everything is taken care of. 

You’ll also stay in the best hotels, in the best 
locations, each one handpicked by our expert 
Journey Designers to create a luxury experience 
from start to finish. 



5 STAR LUXURY INCLUSIONS 


20-Day Grand Australia 
Departs October 2019 > April 2020 


FROM £6,695 per person 



27-Day Very Best of Australia & New Zealand 
Departs November 2019 > March 2020 


FROM £7995 per person 



18-Day Royal New Zealand 
Departs September 2019 > April 2020 


FROM £5,695 per person 


With Scen ic, the perks and privileges 
come included. Enjoy a full range of 
luxurious benefits that will enhance 
your experience throughout yourjourney. 

Return flights from a choice of UK airports 

All internal flights throughout Australia 
and New Zealand 

V Scenic Enrich - unforgettable and 

exclusive once-in-a-lifetime experiences 

^ Scenic Freechoice - a choice of wonderful 
activities throughout your journey 

Z Scenic Freechoice Dining - a choice of 
dining options to suit your mood 

Z Scenic Sundowners - exclusive hosted 
evening drinks in memorable locations 

Scenic Special Stays - iconic hotels 
remarkable for their location, character 
and heritage 

Welcome and farewell receptions 

Fully escorted touring 

Expert Tour Directors and local guides 

Personal airport transfers throughout 
Australia and New Zealand 

Complimentary Wi-Fi at selected hotels 
And of course, all tipping and gratuities 


ORDER A FREE BROCHURE ON 0808 271 2411 OR VISIT SCENIC.CO.UK 


Terms and Conditions: New bookings only, made between 17 April and 11 June 2019. tThe £299 Business Class Flight Upgrade is limited and is valid one way only on our 2019/20 Australia & New 
Zealand itineraries. Offer is available on qualifying flights and upgrades are subject to availability. Supplements may apply if traveling on non-specified routes and from regional departure 
points. Upgrades are non-transferable and no cash or credit alternative will be offered. ¥Free 2-night stopover depends on airline availability and routing, and applies to selected hotels in 
Bangkok and Pattaya. A small supplement will apply to other destinations, please call for more details. Offers can be withdrawn at anytime and are only applicable to residents of the UK. 
For full itinerary, inclusions and terms and conditions, please refer to the website at www.scenic.co.uk/terms-and-conditions. 
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BOOKS 

The Secret 
Barrister: 
Stories of the 
Law and How 
it’s Broken 

BY THE SECRET BARRISTER 

A searing 
account of 
the criminal 
justice system, 
featuring real 
stories of life 
inside the 
courtroom 
to expose what it’s really 
like for those working to 
enforce and defend the law. 

DVD/BLU-RAY 

90 Minutes 

CERTIFICATE 18,82 MINS 

Taking place 
overthe course 
of a football 
match played 
on London’s 
Hackney 
Marshes, this 
drama sees 
long-standing feuds 
and conflicts come to a head 
among the game’s players 
and spectators. 
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Lucy Kirkwood has adapted 
her hit play ‘Chimerica for TV. 
She talks to Alice Jones about 
populism and pornography 


wmhvery 
generation 
is obsessed 
with what's 
fake 9>9 


I n 2013, Chimerica was the hot¬ 
test ticket in the West End, 
winning five Olivier Awards, 
including for Best New Play. 
The vast geopolitical and 
historical sweep of Lucy 
Kirkwood’s script, which zipped 
from Tiananmen Square in 1989 to 
Midtown Manhattan in 2012, in 39 
slickly designed scenes, looked cus¬ 
tom-made for a future life on screen. 

Kirkwood wasn’t interested. 
She moved on - to new plays about 
climate change (The Children) and 
particle physics ( Mosquitoes ) and 
a TV series, The Smoke, set in a 
fire station, among other things. 
“I’m not very good at going back to 
things,” she says, simply. “I get bored 
of myself.” 

At 35, Kirkwood is already a 
seasoned writer, having been spotted 
while still a student at Edinburgh 
University by Mel Kenyon, Caryl 
Churchill’s agent. By the time 
she graduated, she already had a 
commission to write what would 
become Chimerica. That was in 2006. 

“By the time that play had opened 
in the West End I’d spent probably 
100,000 hours with it. I felt that I’d 
run out of my ability to improve it 
any more... I just wanted to move 
away from it.” 

Then, Donald Trump happened. 
“2016 was very galvanising,” says 
Kirkwood. “It reignited my interest 
and gave me a set of new things to 
talk about. The conversation around 
America and China had moved on 
since the play because of Trump. 
And he’s a cinematic figure.” 

In the new four-part Channel 
4 adaptation, Alessandro Nivola 
plays Lee Berger, an American 
photojournalist who makes his 
name with a shot of a young 
man facing down the tanks in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. 
When, almost 30 years later, he 


is accused of using Photoshop in his 
dispatches from Syria, he becomes 
obsessed with tracking down “Tank 
Man” believing the story may buy 
his redemption. 

Cherry Jones plays the hard¬ 
bitten foreign correspondent who 
agrees to help him, Terry Chen plays 
his Beijing contact Zhang Lin and 
Sophie Okonedo a market analyst he 
meets on the plane to Beijing. All of 
them complex, flawed characters. “I 
hate any piece of art that delivers its 
ethics to you,” says Kirkwood. 

The result is a fast-paced, 
intelligent thriller with the odd 
theatrical flourish, which crackles 
with relevance, from the building 
sense of momentum behind Trump 
to the rise of populism, and from 
the dangerous smog in Beijing 
to the battle between “old” and 
“new’”media - it is a Vice journalist 
who gets the scoop on Lee’s doctored 
images - and the over-riding theme 
of fake news. 
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leadership contest in the 
Conservative Party and to Trump’s 
“demonisation” of the media. “That 
starts with you shutting off people’s 
access to or trust in a set of voices 
that offer counter narratives to the 
set of views you present. The fact 
that Trump has effectively shut 
down White House press briefings 
is a frightening dismantling of 
something really crucial to the 
democratic process.” 

Kirkwood has never been afraid of 
tackling big ideas in her work. One 
of her earliest plays, It Felt Empty 
When the Heart Went at First But it 
is Alright Now, was a site-specific 
piece which followed a sex-trafficked 
young girl from a condom-strewn 
bedroom to a prison cell. Her 2016 
play The Children was inspired by 
the aftermath of the nuclear disaster 
at Fukushima, while Mosquitoes, 
which starred Olivia Colman, was 
set against the launch of the Large 
Hadron Collider. 

Does she feel a duty to take on 
complex issues? “I don’t have a big 
ideas book that I write in with a 
big crayon. If I write a play, it takes 
a number of years, so it always 
has to be something that I think is 
important enough to spend that 
much time. Then it’s, will an audience 
have a way to connect with it? Is it 
something that involves all of us?” 

If that makes it sound like hard 
work, it’s not. Kirkwood has far 
more interest in entertaining 
than educating. “You’re not 
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“It’s a prevailing theme of our 
age. The interesting thing is I think 
it’s a prevailing theme of every age,” 
says Kirkwood. “The Georgians 
were obsessed with what was fake 
and what was real because all their 
money was really easy to forge. 
Every generation has their version 
of what’s real and what’s fake. Maybe 
it’s particularly a symptom of a 
wealthy society, I don’t know. 

“We have a set of technologies 
now that force us into confronting 
that dichotomy in entirely new, 
sometimes terrifying, sometimes 
liberating ways. It’s still the early 
days of how we absorb that stuff into 
our lives without it f**king us up. I 
feel optimistic that we will, but in the 
meantime, it’s crunchy.” 

For her part, she is “allergic” 
to social media. “But that’s only 
because of the way it affects my 
own concentration span. I can’t be 
narrating myself all the time. I don’t 
have a snobbishness about it.” 

The plot is a “lovely crucible” for a 
variety of issues and points of view, 
she says, a tale that explores not 
only the differences between China 
and the West, but the similarities. 
“The critique we make of China is 
that it’s run by a party of elites who 
make unilateral decisions without 
any democratic process. We do 
have processes - but I think the 
way they are being abused right 
now puts us not that far away 
from that territory.” 

She points to the inevitable 
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Floella Benjamin and you need 
to educate them about, say, how 
photosynthesis happens. I think 
the moment you allow the word 
responsibility into your head you 
end up with turgid, wretched plays.” 

She writes constantly, several 
things at once. When I first 
interviewed her a decade ago, she 
said that she liked to write through 
the night. “I’m much less nocturnal 
now. Every so often, I still do and 
that’s the really sexy writing, when 
it’s 3am and you open your eyes and 
you’ve been in it for three hours 
without noticing.” 

There’s a strand of magical 
realism that runs through 
Kirkwood’s work, at times, a 
certain fairytale gruesomeness. In 
Chimerica, Zhang Lin has visions 
of his dead wife living inside his 
fridge. Her early play Tinderbox is a 
dystopian comedy set in a Bradford 
butcher’s shop in which the antihero 
minces his assistants in a cement 
mixer, while The Children has a 
running subplot about a messily 
malfunctioning toilet. 

“I’m always quite interested 
in blood and shit,” she says. 
“Increasingly I think that the 
moment you put an act of violence in 
a play, you have to honour it. What 
does the violence or blood and shit 
mean is really important to me.” 

Speaking of which, she has 
written something about Brexit, 
sort of. “I am not interested in 
writing something literal about 


it. The ways in which we make 
decisions as groups, and our sense 
of nationhood are filtering into a lot 
of stuff I’m writing at the moment. 

“Right now, the most radical 
state you can be in is to say T don’t 
know’. People being so certain 
about everything - that’s what I 
find frightening.” She voted Remain 
and thinks there should be a second 
referendum. “But that’s my own 
opinion and I understand why other 
people would be really angry at me. 
It’s in a lot of my work right now, 
people saying ‘I don’t know’ as a 
political position.” 

Indeed, she changed her own 
mind in the course of writing her 
next drama. Adult Material is 
another four-parter for Channel 
4 set in the world of pornography, 
about an experienced adult actress 
in her late 30s who takes an 18-year- 
old newcomer under her wing. 

When she started writing, she 
was of the opinion that pornography 
was “abhorrent” but the more 
research she did, her view changed 
“I have a little hunch that one of the 
reasons we find porn so troubling 
is that it’s an industry in which 
working-class women with no 


People being 
so certain about 
everything - that’s 
what I find terrifying 


Alessandro Nivola and Cherry 
Jones in ‘Chimerica’ (above); Lucy 
Kirkwood (left) CHAN N EL 4; GETTY 

education can make a lot of money 
and be very successful. 

“I do find it interesting that it’s 
also the only industry where women 
can get home to pick the kids up 
from school. To control their hours.” 

While it’s far from a “pro-porn” 
piece, she was surprised to discover 
a kind of female utopia. “There’s 
this idea that porn creates this 
fascistic body image, I feel like the 
mainstream media creates that in 
a far bigger way than porn does. If 
your thing is Italian dwarves with 
big nipples, you will find that. The 
things I still find abhorrent about it 
are to do with capitalism not sex.” 

She is returning to the theatre, 
too with a play at the National 
Theatre about a jury of matrons 
(the all-female jury of older women 
that was summoned when a woman 
facing a death sentence pleaded 
pregnancy), set in 1759. “I’m always 
writing theatre. Theatre is the 
disobedient thing I do at nights or 
at weekends,” she says. 

“If I was a chef I would have done 
the prep and made a stock where 
the bones have been simmering for 
two years... And I’m just waiting 
for the moment that it’s time to 
cook it.” 

‘Chimerica’ starts tonight on 
Channel 4 at 9pm 
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School experiment is a 
worthy idea, but pupils 
may live to regret it 


» The Great British School Swap Channel 4,9pm ★★★★★ 
» Trust Me BBC2, 


T he BBC made a viral video 
in 2017 in which pairs of 
primary school children 
of diverse backgrounds, 
abilities and races were asked 
to name their differences. They 
said things like “I do not like 
lettuce, at all” and “I have smaller 
toes than Artie”, and we all 
congratulated ourselves at the 
innocent, unprejudiced outlook of 
modern British children. 

Until they reach secondary 
school, at least. The 13- and 14-year- 
olds on The Great British School 
Swap have a far less charming 
understanding of their differences. 
South Asian people, according to 
pupils from the majority-white 
Tamworth Enterprise College 
near Birmingham, “wear burkas” 
and “go to Primark”. White 
people, according to pupils at the 
majority-Muslim Saltley Academy 
nearer the city centre, are “lazy”, 
“drink a lot” and love “bacon” and 
“nudist beaches”. 

The ignorance picked up by this 
first episode alone does, in some 
ways, justify the whole experiment: 
some of Britain’s schools are 
shockingly segregated, and many of 
these children have rarely strayed 
beyond their own communities. 

But it’s hard not to have 
questions about the ethics of letting 
these children plumb the depths 
of their misconceptions on screen, 
especially when an out-of-context 
video clip could crop up in job 
interviews or provide fodder for 

One questions the 
ethics of letting these 
children share their 
misconceptions on TV 

trolls for decades to come. There 
is an emphasis on ignorance on 
both sides, with perhaps too few 
reminders that the British Asian 
children might have good reason 
to stay close to their communities 
when hate crime and Islamophobia 
are on the rise. What do we really 
gain from watching a white 
13-year-old report back, shocked, 
that the Asian children at Saltley 
“all had normal eyes” as he pulls 
out the corners of his own and his 
dad looks on, chuckling proudly? 

There are happy moments: 
13-year-old Dan and his mum visit 
the home of a Saltley family and 
have a friendly dinner together. By 
the episode’s end, he says of South 
Asian people: “My opinion has 
definitely changed.” 

Fraught moments between 



Tentative friends: Kiran and Lucas in 
‘The Great British School Swap’ 

TOM BARNES/CHANNEL4 


headstrong Kiran and trans, 
bisexual Lucas leave you desperate 
for them to restore their initial, 
tentative friendship. Kiran is firm 
that “I just don’t like gay people” 

- but I hold out hope for a woolly, 
liberal ending nonetheless. 

As a microcosm of community 
tensions in Britain, this is 
unmissable television. Whether 
the children will regret their 
involvement is another question. 

To some ludicrous escapist 
drama, then. The premise of the 
first series of Trust Me was simple: 
a nurse (played by Jodie Whittaker) 
was suspended, took the identity 
of a doctor friend who had moved 
abroad and tried to fake it at an 
Edinburgh hospital. Implausibly, 
she pulled it off. 

Series two, set in a Glasgow 
hospital with a new cast of 
characters, is more sprawling, 
and less compelling. Alfred 
Enoch (Skins, Harry Potter, How 
to Get Away with Murder) stars 
as Corporal Jamie McCain, who 
is recovering from a battlefield 
injury. Suspicious things take place 
around his hospital bed: a fellow 
patient says an “angel of death” is 
killing patients, before suddenly 
dying himself. Patients wake up 
with scissors stuck in their thighs. 
There are screams in the night. 

The medical staff come with 
their own secrets: Dr Archie 
Watson (John Hannah) is having 
an affair with physiotherapist 
Debbie Dorrell (Ashley Jensen); 

Dr Zoe Wade (Katie Clarkson-Hill) 
pops stolen prescription pills. 

All is not as it seems, it’s clear, 
though wading through the murk 
to the plot itself may take a few 
more episodes. 

Twitter: @bspeed8 



















Passion project: Damon Albarn 
and his supergroup performed 
songs from ‘Merrie Land’ and 
their debut albun 

GARETH CATTERMOLE/GETTY 


POP 

The Good, the Bad & the Queen 

THE GREAT HALL, CARDIFF 


★ ★★★★ 

“Our attendees are a select 
group, but we have a connection,” 
remarked Damon Albarn at the 
end of The Good, the Bad <& the 
Queen’s set. He’s not wrong - 
much of the band had outgrown 
Cardiff’s Great Hall 25 years ago, 


but it proved the perfect venue for 
this musical Love-in. 

It was a show of two halves, 
quite Literally: the first dedicated 
to the band’s recent album Merrie 
Land, and the second to their 
eponymous debut (which is, 
unbelievably, 12 years old). It’s 


clear why: both are concept albums 
with their own sound and themes. 

This time we’ve moved out to 
the seaside, emphasised by the 
support, organist Trevor Raven, 
and the grimly painted pier serving 
as backdrop. It’s all a bit haunting, 
especially with the marionette 


doll perched on the bass drum. 
Merrie Land feels Like the music 
that Brexit Britain has earned, all 
sarcastic nostalgia and twisted 
folk. As Albarn strutted across 
the stage, he conjured visions 
of a town crier, singing odes to 
a Britain that never quite was. 
Darting in and out of the Light, 
he cackled and crowed and Led 
singalongs. Not that Cardiff 
needed any encouragement; 
recent single “Gun to the Head” 
might not be ALbarn’s most 
famous work, but here it was sung 
back Like a karaoke classic. 

You wouldn’t think it Listening 
to the record, but Live it is music 
to dance to. How could it not be 
with that rhythm section? Don’t 
be fooled by the foLky flutes 
on “Drifters & Trawlers”: Paul 
Simonon’s bassLines still punch 
you in the heart as he forms 
infectious dub grooves with the 
Legendary Tony Allen. 

The show could have ended 
after 45 minutes and no one 
would have complained. Instead, 
we got their first record revisited, 
with a gorgeous added string 
section. The songs sounded 
strangely optimistic - from a 
different time, perhaps. “Northern 
Whale” and “Green Fields” brought 
further singalongs, before the 
night ended in pandemonium 
with the titular closer “The Good, 
the Bad and the Queen”. 

It’s clearly a passion project for 
the band - you could tell by the 
look on ALbarn’s face. A huge grin 
was plastered on throughout. At 
one point, he was even convinced 
to jump into the crowd for a hug. 
Like he said, it might not be their 
most commercial venture, but it 
looks Like the most enjoyable, and 
in those singalongs, we’re all part 
of the supergroup. 

OWEN RICHARDS 

THEARTSDESK.COM 


POP 

Laura Mvula 

ROUNDHOUSE, LONDON 

★★★★★ 

Laura MvuLa, main headliner of 
the Love Supreme Festival, was its 
stand-out performer. After a break 
from regular gigging for a couple 
of years, what really impressed 
was how strong and assured her 
performing manner now is. 

Gospel is in her background 
and she does what the best gospel 
singers do: treat whatever the 
band is doing as a backdrop and 
sock it out with real defiance 
against rhythms and harmonies. 

This was a day to be reminded 
of how many convincing styles of 
music are thriving. Of the other 
acts, I particularly enjoyed MeLt 
Yourself Down. Their joyous, mad 
punk/afrobeat/free improv mix 
is anything but a five-minute 
wonder. Judi Jackson’s hypnotic 
grooves set the mood at 5pm, 
with mentions deserved for Liran 
Donin’s 1000 Boats, and Ukrainian 
harpist Alina Bzhezhinska is a 
name to note, with the urgency 
of drummer Rod Youngs and 
melodic young bassist Daisy 
George making up her new trio. 

But this event was MvuLa’s. She 
absolutely delivered the goods. 
SEBASTIAN SCOTNEY 
kTHEARTSDESK.COM 



VISUAL ARTS 

Visions of the 
Self: Rembrandt 
and Now 

GAGOSIAN GROSVENOR HILL, 
LONDON 

★★★★★ 

What are we to make of the two 
circles dustily inscribed in the 
background of Rembrandt’s seLf- 
portrait from about 1665? In a 
painting that bears the fruits of 
a Life’s experience, they might be 
a display of artistic virtuosity, 
or symbolise eternity. For an 
artist so very conscious of his 
own mortality, his 80 or so seLf- 
portraits a relentless record of the 
passage of time, this Last reading 
seems most unlikely. 

An intelligently curated 
exhibition at the Gagosian 
provides both space and fuel 
for thinking about this puzzle 
of a painting. As the starting 
point for an examination of 
self-portraiture in the 20th 
century and beyond it reflects 
Rembrandt’s influence as 
perhaps the finest practitioner 
of all. In response, works by 
Picasso, Freud, Bacon and Man 
Ray, among others, mine the 
more obscure reaches of artists’ 
self-scrutiny. 

Faded, tatty and ringed with 


glass marks, Rudolf StingeL’s huge 
2012 painting looks Like an old 
photograph, once treasured but 
Long forgotten. 

Painting as a metaphor for 
mortality is explored in Francis 
Bacon’s self-portrait of 1972, 
with brushmarks seeming to 
peel away as they are applied, 
revealing a black - and flat - 
nothingness beyond. But in 
frustrating our gaze, Bacon 
points to the deep discomfiture 


of depicting oneself. Lucian 
Freud’s Man’s Head, 1963, is just 
as evasive, and he regards us as 
he regards the subjects of his 
portraits - from above. 

For Cindy Sherman and 
generations of artists before 
her, including Rembrandt, seLf- 
portraiture means the freedom to 
inhabit a different persona. 

To 12 May (020 74951500) 
FLORENCE HALLETT 
THEARTSDESK.COM 


VISUAL ARTS 


The Ingrain Collection: 

St Ives School 

LIGHTBOX,WOKING 
The impact on British art of the 
fishing town of St Ives, which 
became a centre for modern and 
abstract developments from 
the 40s to the 60s. The show 
features Barbara Hepworth, Ben 
Nicholson, Paul Feiler, Terry 
Frost, Patrick Heron, Roger 
Hilton, Peter Lanyon and Bryan 
Wynter. (01483 737800) to 23 Jun 

John Ruskin: The 
Power of Seeing 

TWO TEMPLE PLACE, LONDON WC2 
This show brings together more 
than 190 paintings, drawings, 
daguerreotypes, metal work and 
plaster casts, to illustrate how 
the Victorian polymath’s attitude 
to beauty shaped his radical 
views on culture and society. 

(twotempleplace.org) to Mon 


FILM 


Mid90s 

15, JONAH HILL,85MINS 
Jonah Hill has taken a low-key 
indie approach to his first film as 
writer-director, a gently humorous 
coming-of-age drama about a 
pint-sized 13-year-old who wills 
himself into a gang of older LA 
skateboarders. He’s played by 
Sunny Suljic, who’s as absorbed 
and absorbing here as he was 
in The Killing of a Sacred Deer. 
Nationwide release 

Wild Rose 

15,TOM HARPER, 100 MINS 
A selection of country classics 
helps power this rousing story 
of hard times, failure and 
redemption, but the magic 
ingredient is the incandescent 
central performance by Jessie 
Buckley as Rose-Lynn Harlan, 
a Glaswegian single mother who 
dreams of making a new life in 
Nashville. Nationwide release 


TALKS & POETRY 


Kate Spicer 

WATERSTONES, YEOVIL 
In Lost Dog, the writer and 
journalist explains how she 
adopted a lurcher called Wolfy 
to try to put some order into 
a life that was going off the rails. 

(01935479832) tonight 7pm 

Laura Dodsworth 

BLACKWELL, OXFORD 
The photographer, writer and 
documentary artist will be in 
conversation with Daisy Johnson 
about Womenhood: the Bare Reality, 
the book behind the Channel 4 
documentary 100 Vaginas. 

(01865 792792) tonight 7pm 


COMEDY 


Simon Evans 

SOHO THEATRE, LONDON Wl 
In Genius 2.0, the brilliant Simon 
Evans leaps to the defence of an 
older generation demonised by so 
many in the Brexit debate - and 
turns his withering, sardonic gaze 
on alcohol guidelines, our political 
class and the plot of Finding Nemo. 
(020 7478 0100) to Sat 
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^^THE CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS 
YOU HAVE TO SEE 


FOLK & ROOTS 


Jim Moray 

VARIOUS VENUES 
The folk innovator and his new 
trio of Tom Moore and Matt 
Downer perform tracks from 
Moray’s most recent album, 
Upcetera, as well as songs from a 
new album due this year. Kings 
Place, London N1 (020 75201490) 
tonight; Philharmonic Hall, 
Liverpool (0151709 3789) Fri 


POP 


Suede 

VARIOUS VENUES 
Never a band to wilt before a 
challenge, Suede size up to middle 
age with an ambitious show of 
sustained potency. A dramatic 
dispatch from the thorny rural 
edge-lands, The Blue Hour is a 
high-concept beauty, mounted 
with style and swagger. Rock City, 
Nottingham (gigsandtours.com) 
tonight; Albert Hall, Manchester 
(gigsandtours.com) Fri 

Dave 

VARIOUS VENUES 
Going by his debut album, “No 
Words” and “Funky Friday” 
barely hinted at this south 
London rapper’s potential. On 
Psychodrama , Dave ranges from 
choppy tales of Streatham street 
life to 11-minute takedowns 


of toxic masculinity with 
conviction to spare. Academy, 
Liverpool (gigsandtours.com) 
tonight; Academy, Manchester 
(gigsandtours.com) Thur 

The Specials 

VARIOUS VENUES 

Despite the loss of a few formative 
members, the spirit of Coventry’s 
2 Tone heroes holds firm on the 
new album. From state-of-the-now 
ska-pop dispatches to spot-on 
guest-voice slots, Encore reasserts 
the Specials’ relevance with brisk, 
engaged purpose. Dome, Brighton 
(seetickets.com) tonight; Pavilions, 
Plymouth (seetickets.com) Fri 

James Blake 

EVENTIM APOLLO, LONDON W6 
After the 76 minutes of deep 
sorrow on 2016’s The Colour in 
Anything , electro-soul’s foremost 
swoon-generator surfaces for air 
on his new album. Blake tours 
Assume Form, showcasing his 
modern-pop melodic know-how 
and A-list-sought sound skills in 
expansive style, (eventim.co.uk) 
tonight and Thur 


THEATRE 


Dirty Dancing 

VICTORIA THEATRE, HALIFAX 
A touring production by Federico 
Bellone of the stage musical 
based on the 1987 film, with two 
young leads - Kira Malou and 


I Michael O’Reilly - showing a 
heartfelt commitment in their 
roles as a middle-class girl and 
a handsome dance instructor 
having a holiday romance. 

There’s some terrific dancing and 
singing from a supporting cast 
led by Simone Covele and Alex 
Wheeler, and a playlist of familiar 
hits delivered with joyful pizzazz 
by a three-piece on-stage band. 

I (dirtydancingontour.com) to Sat 

Blood Brothers 

VENUE CYMRU, LLANDUDNO 
Bill Kenwright and Bob Tomson’s 
much-loved touring production 
of Willy Russell’s musical about 
twins separated at birth. The 
brilliant theatrical flow and 
energy of this great production 
remains as irresistible as ever. 

(atgtickets.com) to Sat 

The Phlebotomist 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE, LONDON NW3 
Ella Road’s beautifully controlled 
debut play is set in a convincingly 
coherent dystopia where genetic 
profiling reigns supreme, and one 
blood test can mess up all your 
life chances. Sam Yates’s vivid 
production, on designer Rosanna 
Vize’s clinically perfect set, which 
gradually falls apart as the story 
develops, stars Jade Anouka in 
an energetic and charismatic 
performance as the titular 
bloodtester. (020 77229301) to Sat 


CLASSICAL 


BBC Symphony Orchestra 

BARBICAN HALL, LONDON EC2 
Andrew Davis conducts Michael 
Tippett’s orchestral swansong, 
the lyrically rapturous The Rose 
Lake, alongside Szymanowski’s 
mysteriously beautiful Violin 
Concerto No 1 (soloist Lisa 
Batiashvili) and a new suite 
from Debussy’s opera 
Pelleas etMelisande. 

(0845120 7511) tonight 7.30pm 


If you only see 
one thing today 



VISUAL ARTS 

The Lie of the Land 

MK GALLERY, MILTON KEYNES 

Works by more than 85 artists charting how the British landscape has been transformed through 
changing attitudes to free time and leisure. Among those on show are Canaletto, Rachel Whiteread, 

Turner, Richard Hamilton, Bridget Riley, LS Lowry, Jeremy Deller, Henry Moore, Thomas Gainsborough 
and Yinka Shonibare, with The Crowning from 2007 (above). (01908 676900) to 26May 

_ ) 


In Saturday’s 


lweekend 


In Sport 
Rugby union 

European Cup 
semi-finals: 
will gay 
rights row 
overshadow 
Saracens’ 
title bid? 




Departing Sunday 2 Jun, 30 Jun, 14 Jul & 1 Sep 

from Birmingham (BHX) 

Join us on an exploration of the beautiful landscapes of south-east Ireland, 
from the glorious Wicklow Mountains National Park to the sublime 
Powerscourt Gardens. We also visit the historic cities of Kilkenny and 
Waterford, home of the famous Waterford Crystal. 

Your break includes 

/ Return flights to Dublin 

✓ 1 piece of hold luggage per person & hotel transfers 
/ 4 nights at the Springhill Court Hotel, Kilkenny with dinner & breakfast (includes 
farewell gala dinner) 

/ 1 night at a selected hotel in the Dublin area with dinner & breakfast 
/ Glass of wine or beer with dinner every night at the Springhill Court Hotel 
/ Heritage train journey on the Waterford & Suir Valley Railway 
/ Guided tour of the House of Waterford Crystal 
/ Excursions to the House of Waterford Crystal, Wicklow Mountains National Park, 
Powerscourt Gardens, Rock of Cashel & Dublin 
✓ Escorted by a tour manager in Ireland 
Single supplement £125 

Prices correct at the time of publication but subject to fluctuation and availability. Final price will depend on your chosen 
airport, airline and flight time. Terms & conditions apply. Errors and omissions excepted. Operated by Just Go! Holidays Ltd, 

ATOL No.10889. Prices per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room 


For more information or to book, please call: 
03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit: justgoholidays.com/RT 

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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Quote of 
the day 



Other retailers 
should take 
note and follow 
its lead or risk 
getting caught in 
the current and 
dragged under 

Julie Palmer 
The Begbies Traynor 
partner on what can be 
learnt from J D Sports’ 
recent successes 

P 


r 

Business Editor Elizabeth Anderson 

0 +442073615718 
m business@inews.co.uk 


RETAIL 


JD Sports defies high street 
gloom with record results 


By Alys Key 

JD Sports has posted record 
results despite the mood on the 
UK’s high street, as the sports 
retailer looks abroad for further 
growth opportunities. 

The group reported a 49.2 per 
cent increase in annual revenue to 
£4.7bn for the 52 weeks to 2 February, 
coming in at the higher end of market 
expectations. Profit before tax was 
up 15.4 per cent to £339.9m. 

JD said it was “not immune” to 
the challenges facing the UK retail 
sector, but pointed out that its British 
and Irish business had delivered a 
rise in sales and profitability. 

The performance has reinforced 
management’s belief that bricks- 
and-mortar stores are still having 
a positive influence, as the estate 
“raises brand awareness, provides 


consumers with an opportunity to 
physically see and try the product, 
and enables us to provide multiple 
delivery points”. 

Globally, the company opened 83 
new JD stores, with 78 of these in 
international markets. 

Peter Cowgill, executive chair¬ 
man, said: “We firmly believe that the 
elevated and dynamic multibrand, 
multichannel proposition of the core 
JD fascia, which enjoys the ongoing 
support of the key international 
brands, has the necessary agility to 


/ Z V The resuLts come just days 
1 ± M after J D’s £90111 takeover 
of Footasy lum was approved by 
shareholders, hot on the heeLs of 
its £l.5m acquisition of the Liam 
GaLLagher-founded Pretty Green. 


continue to exceed consumer expec¬ 
tations and prosper.” 

Richard Lim, chief executive of 
Retail Economics, said: “These 
results show that standing out in 
a crowded market with exclusive 
products, a unique proposition and 
placing the experiences at the heart 
of the store is a winning formula in 
today’s digital age.” 

The firm also opened its first five 
JD stores in the US, including four 
that were conversions of existing 
Finish Line stores. JD Sports bought 
the American retailer last year. 

According to yesterday’s update, 
sales densities have improved at 
Finish Line after an overhaul of the 
appearance of stores. 

Several key members of JD man¬ 
agement have been seconded to 
assist the Finish Line team. 

Mr Cowgill said: “We believe that 



J D Sports has opened 83 new stores 
globally, including its first in the US 


our acquisition of the Finish Line busi¬ 
ness in the United States, the largest 
market for sport lifestyle footwear 
and apparel and the home to many 
of the global sportswear brands, will 
have positive consequences for our 
long-term brand engagement whilst 
significantly extending the group’s 
global reach. 

“We maintain our belief that 
Finish Line is capable of delivering 
improved levels of profitability.” 



The 30 



Second 

Briefing 

SHANGHAI 
MOTORSHOW 


What were the most exciting toys 
that petrol-heads got to see at this 
year’s Shanghai Motor Show? 

Toys, yes, but not many for those 
who prefer burning fossiL fueLs. This 
year’s show, the Largest for China’s 
car industry, is dominated by a host 
of electric vehicle (EV) prototypes 
shown off by Leading makers. 

V_ 


What’s in the showroom window? 

Most foreign manufacturers gave 
attendees a glimpse of models 
that would be marketed heavily in 
China. Toyota unveiled the first two 
electric SUVs it plans to bring to the 
country in 2020, while VW displayed 
the whimsically named ID ROOMZZ 
SUV, designed to travel 450km (280 
miles) on one charge and boasting 
seats that rotate 25 degrees to create 
a “Lounge-Like atmosphere”. Nissan 
and Mercedes also previewed their 
first electric offerings for China. 

Local firms shone, too: BYD Auto 
displayed three new pure-eLectric 
models, GeeLy unveiled a new 
Geometry Sedan and two new 
entrants - Weltmeister and Nio 
(pictured) - both exhibited EVs. 


So is China leading the EV charge? 

As the home of the Largest auto 
market on Earth, Chinese drivers 
have the power to force through 
some serious changes in the 
industry. The Chinese government 
has been promoting EVs with 
subsidies and research deals for 
some time - but sales of new cars 
dropped in 2018 for the first time in 
28 years due to economic slowdown. 

Will we start seeing Chinese EVs on 
the U K’s roads soon? 

Chinese firms already account for 
50 per cent of global EV sales. As 
the cost of batteries falls, analysts 
say EVs could match petrol fuelled 
models in price and become 
profitable by 2024. 


EMPLOYMENT 

EUlawto 
protect ‘gig 
economy’ 
workers 


By Laurie Havelock 

The European Parliament has ap¬ 
proved new rules to protect workers 
in the “gig economy” across the EU, 
in a move that may benefit Uber driv¬ 
ers, food delivery couriers and simi¬ 
lar professionals. 

The laws set minimum rights 
for those in “on demand “ jobs and 
obliges employers to provide more 
transparency about the terms under 
which workers are engaged. 

Firms will have to inform workers 
about all “essential aspects” of their 
job, including a description of duties, 
starting date and pay information 
and an idea of what working hours 
they are expected to. 

Workers will also have the right to 
compensation if work is cancelled at 
a late stage and will be able to have 
other jobs, effectively banning “exclu¬ 
sivity clauses”. 

The legislation will apply to those 
who work at least three hours a 
week, averaged over four weeks, 
which is thought to include at least 3 
million people. 

The European Parliament says 
the laws will help “the most vulner¬ 
able employees on atypical contracts 
and in non-standard jobs”, which in¬ 
cludes those on zero-hours contracts. 

The UK will only have to imple¬ 
ment the law if it is still an EU mem¬ 
ber state in three years’ time. 

Enrique Calvet Chambon, the 
MEP responsible for seeing the law 
through, said it was the first EU legis¬ 
lation on minimum workers’ rights in 
20 years: “From now on no employer 
will be able to abuse the flexibility in 
the labour market,” he said. 
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RETAIL 

Asda proposes ending paid 
breaks for3,000workers 



By Henry Saker-Clark 

Asda has been accused of short¬ 
changing 3,000 supermarket staff 
under proposed changes to employee 
contracts that would mean the end of 
paid breaks. 

The supermarket confirmed last 
week that consultations were tak¬ 
ing place to simplify terms for hourly 
paid workers and increase the basic 
rate of pay to £9 per hour. 

But Siobhain McDonagh, MP for 
Mitcham and Morden, has claimed 
in a letter to Asda chief executive 
Roger Burnley that staff involved in 
the process were likely to be up to 
£500 worse off per year. 

The loss of paid breaks, an end 
to premium pay and shortening of 
night shifts would hit staff wages, Ms 
McDonagh said following a meeting 
with Asda’s senior director of public 
affairs, Chris Lowe. 

About 2,700 staff will lose up to 
£500 per year, with a further 300 
harder hit, she claimed in the letter. 

Ms McDonagh, who has a large 
Asda in her constituency, wrote: “For 
these staff, £500 is a huge amount of 
money and would have a significant 
impact on their livelihoods. 

“I welcome any increase in basic 
hourly pay - but this must not be 
used to disguise a significant pay cut 
for 3,000 of your most long-standing 
staff.” Proposals will also include 


ByAlysKey 

Shares in the construction firm Gal- 
liford Try were down 20.5 per cent 
after the firm issued a profit warning. 

The housebuilder said it would 
undertake a strategic review that 
will reduce the size of the busi- 


night shifts reduced to five hours, be¬ 
tween 12am and 5am, she said. 

The new contracts would increase 
the basic rate of pay from £8.21 per 
hour for all retail employees and 
would still include the benefits of an 
annual bonus, colleague discount, 
sharesave and pension. 

But staff will be asked to work 
more flexible times on occasions 
such as on bank holidays and would 
also no longer be paid for breaks. 
Ms McDonagh raised concerns over 
this flexibility. 


ness to focus on its key strengths. 
The process is expected to result in 
reduced profitability in the current 
year, as part of the assessment of 
operational progress and contracts. 

It is anticipated that the outcome 
of the assessment will reduce the 
group’s full-year profit before tax by 


The GMB union, which represents 
Asda employees, last week raised 
concerns over the plans to change 
contracts, calling for negotiations. 

Asda said the changes would bring 
it in line with industry standards. 


The changes mirror those 
suggested by Asda’s merger 
partner, Sainsbury’s, last year, 

which aLso eliminated paid breaks 
but upped the base LeveL of pay. 


between £30m and £40m. Analysts 
had expected £156m for the full year, 
but this could now drop to £116m. 

The single largest element in the 
one-off costs relates to the Queens- 
ferry Crossing joint venture, after an 
estimate for final costs on the project 
was increased. 


COURTS 

Appeal ruling 
revives £14bn 
lawsuit against 
Mastercard 

By Sam Tobin 

A £14bn damages claim brought 
against Mastercard on behalf of 
millions of UK consumers has been 
revived by a “landmark” ruling by the 
Court of Appeal. 

The former financial ombudsman 
Walter Merricks is trying to bring 
legal action against the credit card 
company on behalf of an estimated 
46.2 million people. 

He alleges that Mastercard’s 
breaches of competition law, found by 
the European Commission in 2007, 
have led to UK consumers paying 
higher prices on purchases from busi¬ 
nesses that accepted Mastercard. 

Mr Merricks’ proposed class 
action was thrown out in July 2017 by 
a specialist tribunal, which ruled the 
claim was “not suitable to be brought 
in collective proceedings”. 

But, giving judgment in London 
yesterday, senior judges found that 
the Competition Appeal Tribunal 
(CAT) had applied the wrong legal 
test in deciding whether to let the 
claim go ahead. 

Lord Justice Patten said the tribu¬ 
nal “demanded too much” informa¬ 
tion about how the fees Mastercard 
charged on transactions were said to 
have been “passed on” to consumers. 

The judge also ruled that the tri¬ 
bunal misdirected itself in relation to 
how any damages which might ulti¬ 
mately be awarded were to be divided 
among the claimants. 

Mr Merricks’ proposed claim will 
go back to the CAT, which will have to 
reconsider it. 

A Mastercard spokesman said the 
company was seeking permission 
to appeal against the ruling to the 
Supreme Court. 



CONSTRUCTION 

Galliford Try shares crash after profit warning 
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Time to take 
climate protests 
into boardrooms 


A s protesters step up their 
activity in London, Legal 
& General Investment 
Management (LGIM) 
is making a noise in the 
boardroom with the aim of forcing 
action on what it freely describes as 
a “climate catastrophe”. 

The language it used yesterday 


- redolent of that of the demon¬ 
strators - is unusual for a big City 
fund manager. 

It is both welcome and justified. 
And it isn’t just the protesters that 
LGIM is lining up beside (sort of). It 
is science, which clearly shows the 
fund manager’s assessment of the 
problem is accurate. Climate change 
will have a devastating impact on the 
world’s economies and businesses, 
and thus upon its own business. 

But describing the problem is easy. 
Addressing it requires more than 
just words. 

LGIM recognises this. It says it will 
vote against company chairs across 
the entirety of its equity holdings 
where their companies are deemed 
to have taken “insufficient action on 
climate risks”. Given that LGIM over¬ 
sees investments worth £ltrn, that 
matters. It has clout. 

The asset manager will also name 
and shame those big businesses it 
finds wanting for the second year in a 


row this summer, and they will be ex¬ 
cluded from its Future World funds. 

It is always possible to hold a de¬ 
bate about how one views “sufficient 
action” and whether the criteria used 
are sufficiently stringent. 

LGIM’s Active Ownership report, 
published yesterday, revealed that 
the firm voted against 3,864 com¬ 
pany directors globally last year, rep¬ 
resenting a 37 per cent increase on 
2017. The direction of travel is clear. 

LGIM is not alone in its 
activism but firms that take 
their stewardship roles 
seriously are in the minority 

On a less positive note, the report 
also highlights the dismal perform¬ 
ance of other fund managers that 
either don’t vote their holdings, or 
tamely back boards even where they 
engage in behaviours that are ulti¬ 
mately damaging to the interests of 
their investors. 


LGIM is not alone in its activism 
but firms that take their stewardship 
roles seriously are in the minority. 
While investor rebellions are now 
more common, defeats are still rare. 

LGIM has also used its voting 
power to drive change when it comes 
to the auditing of accounts, board ef¬ 
fectiveness, the promotion of women, 
and the growing scandal of execu¬ 
tives’ bloated pension arrangements. 

On some of these it has had a real 
impact. On others, less so. Shell, for 
example, has linked part of its CEO’s 
remuneration to climate change tar¬ 
gets. What it has not done is move 
much on the absurd amount of share¬ 
holders’ cash it hands him. 

With its stance, LGIM is serving 
the interests of those who pay it to 
manage their money. But too many of 
its peers continue to bury their heads 
in sand that is running out. It is time 
that both they, and the companies in 
which they invest, bucked up their 
ideas, the independent 


From the 
business 
pages 


Finablr confirms 
London float plans 

KhaleeJ Times 

The United Arab Emirates- 
based payments and foreign 
exchange company Finablr has 
confirmed plans to proceed with 
a listing on the London Stock 
Exchange. This follows rumours 
that the firm might IPO last 
week. Finablr, which owns 
brands such as Travelex and 
Xpress Money, said it planned 
to raise around $200m (£153m) 
from listing some 25 per cent of 
its equity in May. 


Beijing asks Japan 
for 5G inclusion 

Nikkei Asian Review 

China’s foreign minister, Wang 
Yi, has asked Japan not to shut 
Chinese firms out of business 
linked to its next-generation 5G 
network. The news comes as 
Huawei reports that its telecom 
equipment business will return 
to double-digit growth in 2019 
thanks to healthy demand 
- except in the US - as the 
firm tries to secure a share of 
upcoming 5G projects. 


BlackRock holdings 
increase to $6.5trn 

The WaU Street Journal 

The asset manager, BlackRock, 
has firmed up its position as the 
world’s largest money mover 
after revealing that its holdings 
now total $6.5trn (£5trn). This is 
aided by strong market returns 
and modest investor inflows in 
the first three months of 2019. 
The results represent the New 
York-listed group’s best first 
quarter for four years after a 
disappointing 2018. 


Lufthansa reports 
loss of €336m 


Germany’s largest air carrier, 
Lufthansa, has reported that 
operating losses totaled €336m 
(£290m) in the first quarter of 
2019, thanks to a €202m hike 
in fuel costs and increasing 
competition. Lufthansa was also 
forced to cut ticket prices on 
its other airlines, which include 
SWISS, Austrian Airlines and 
Eurowings, as it attempted to 
draw more customers from 
rivals. The firm posted profits of 
€52m last year. 
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The day at 
a glance 


FTSEIOO up 33.0 at 7,469.9 


Company Price 


3i Croup 1068.5 

Admiral 2281.0 

Anglo Amer 2176.0 

Antofagasta 1002.5 

AB Foods 2529.0 

Ashtead Croup 2106.0 

AstraZeneca 6015.0 

Auto Trader Croup 557.4 
Aviva 426.3 

BAE Systems 509.8 

Barclays 167.4 

Barratt Dev 623.0 

BAT 3127.0 

Berkeley CrpHIdgs 3847.0 
BHP Group 1909.6 

BP 568.1 

British Land 609.0 

BT 229,9 

Bunzl 2551.0 

Burberry 1954.5 

Carnival 4046.0 

Centrica 107.0 

Coca-Cola HBC 2664.0 

Compass 1725.5 

CRH 2549.0 

Croda Inti 5044.0 

DCC 6956.0 

Diageo 3117.5 

Direct Line Ins 342.1 

Easyjet 1205.0 

Evraz 659.8 
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Ferguson 5402.0 
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Clencore 334.0 
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-10.0 4338.0 3170.0 
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+ 11.0 1785.5 1195.0 
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Informa 785.2 
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Marks&Spen 281.5 
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Micro Focus Inti 1940.5 

Mondi 1759.0 

Morrison (Wm) 222.9 

National Grid 819.1 

Next 5732.0 
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Pearson 825.0 

Persimmon 2348.0 

Phoenix 716.8 
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RELX 1668.5 
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Rightmove 540.4 
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Rolls-Royce 901.2 
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+5.8 890.8 519.2 

+3.7 319.7 202.7 

+6.4 999.9 784.1 

+ 1.9 291.2 221.8 

+0.7 69.7 49.5 

+73.0 4965.0 3842.0 

+2.7 316.6 240.0 

+ 1.1 248.8 145.9 

-6.5 2084.0 1131,5 

-45.0 2250.0 1557.5 

-1.5 270.5 209.2 

-1.3 895.1 744.5 

+44.0 6224.0 3970.0 

+ 12.0 4376.0 2110.0 

1439.5 501.4 

+ 154.0 9184.9 5390.0 

-10.8 1030.0 758.6 

+36.0 2913.0 1824.7 

+9.4 735.5 536,7 

+46.5 1962.0 1325.0 

+51.0 7174.0 5255.0 

+20,0 1781.5 1466.5 

+1.2 370.8 266.7 

+9.3 543.6 415.2 

-30.0 4790.5 3460.0 

+10,2 1104.5 9,9 
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RBS 262.5 

Shell A 2468.0 

Shell B 2492.0 

RSAInsur 543.0 

Sage 711.6 

Sainsbury(J) 231.2 

Schroders 3161.0 

Scot Mort Inv Tst 530.5 

Segro 681.8 
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Smith&Neph 1489.0 

Smith (DS) 352.3 

Smiths Gp 1536.5 

Smurfit Kappa Grp 2319 0 

Spirax-Sarco Eng 8040.0 

SSE 1135.0 

Stan Chart 672.6 

Standard Life Aber 274.8 

St James Place 1117.0 

Taylor Wimpey 190.8 

Tesco 249.7 

TUI AG 815.6 

Unilever 4372.0 

United Utilities 824.0 

Vodafone 142.6 

Whitbread 4831.0 

WPP 909.6 
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297.4 200.1 

2755.0 2209.5 

+ 1.5 2845.5 2142.5 

+5.0 683.4 490.4 

+3.2 716.8 491.3 

-2.9 341.8 221.9 

+72,0 3511.0 2289.0 

+7.5 569.3 425.1 

+6.8 691.0 577.6 

+ 12.0 2104.0 1757.0 

+7,5 1548.5 1242.5 

-6.8 542.5 285.8 

+ 15.0 1810.2 1256.7 

+20,0 3308.0 1915.0 

+30.0 8410.0 5580.0 

-2.0 1449.5 1026.5 

+ 1.6 787.3 514.2 

+3.0 438.3 208.8 

+30.0 1246.0 905.6 

+ 1.1 206.2 127.8 

+0.4 266.8 187.1 

+20.8 1816.0 686.6 

+26.0 4503.7 3830.0 

-0.4 879.6 674.3 

+0.1 214.6 131.0 

-4.0 5162.0 3869.9 

+24.4 1375.5 791.0 
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Surprise profit 
boosts Zalando 

Shares in Zalando, Europe’s 
largest online fashion retailer, 
surged yesterday after it 
forecast an unexpected 
operating profit for the first 
quarter of the year. The German 
firm said it expected pre-tax 
earnings to be in the “single¬ 
digit millions” for the period, 
despite analysts backing it to 
make a €10m (£8.7m) loss. 


FOOD & DRINK 


Kipling empire 
to be sliced up 

The Mr Kipling cakes and 
Ambrosia owner Premier Foods 
is expected to press ahead with 
a break-up of its business in 
the coming months. The firm, 
which has been under pressure 
from activist investors, has 
hired bankers at boutique 
advisory firm d’Angelin & Co to 
help manage the process and 
investigate its options. 


RECRUITMENT 


Hays reports 
profit slowdown 

The recruiter Hays reported 
a marked slowdown in profit 
growth in the third quarter, 
blaming tough comparatives in 
Germany, Australia and New 
Zealand. It also saw 9 per cent 
like-for-like growth in the rest of 
the world segment on the back 
of “excellent” growth in China 
and “good” growth in France. 


FINANCE 


Twitter founder 
Stone joins R8 

The UK financial technology 
group R8 has announced that 
it has attracted a $5m (£3.8m) 
tranche of funding as it targets 
a listing on the London Stock 
Exchange. The firm has also 
appointed Biz Stone, co-founder 
of Twitter, to its board as a 
non-executive director. 
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The FTSE loo jumped to a new 
six-month high as investor 
sentiment improved across 
Europe. It rose to 7,469.92, up 33 05 
points, or 0.44 per cent. 


Zara billionaire’s 
UK estate grows 

Amancio Ortega, the Spanish 
founder of fashion chain Zara 
whose personal wealth is 
estimated at £51.9bn, has seen 
the value of his UK property 
empire reach £2.3bn, according 
to recent accounts. Pontegadea 
UK, Mr Ortega’s real estate 
business which has properties 
across London, saw its portfolio 
value rise 9.5 per cent last year. 


LEISURE 


Just Eat invests in 
tablet software 

The food delivery operator 
Just Eat has acquired Practi, a 
software service that provides 
restaurants and small chains 
with tablet-based point-of-sale 
systems. The £6.7m deal will see 
Just Eat use Practi’s software 
on its order-pads to integrate 
how restaurants manage their 
payments, management and 
kitchen operations. 


RETAIL 


High street slump 
hits Card Factory 

Card Factory’s profits declined 
last year as its sales were held 
back by the challenging high 
street conditions. The retailer 
reported an 8.3 per cent decline 
in profit before tax to £66.6m 
for the year to January 31, as 
like-for-like sales were flat and 
its general performance was 
dragged down by lower footfalls. 



Cyclone flattens 
Rio Tinto output 


The Anglo-Australian mining 
firm Rio Tinto has cut its 2019 
production estimates on the 
back of a 14 per cent drop in 
quarterly iron ore shipments. 
The firm says the downturn is 
a result of disruption arising 
from a tropical cyclone that hit 
Western Australia last month. 


The biggest risers on the FTSE 
100 were St James’s Place (up 

30p at i,H7p), WPP (up 24.4P at 
9og.6p) and Prudential (up 46.5P 
at i,748p). Its biggest falters were 
Mondi (down 45p at l, 759 p). DS 
Smith (down 6.8p at 352.3P) and 
Centrica (down 2.05p at I07p). 

In Europe, the French Cac and 
German Dax also hit six-month 
highs, growing by 0.36 per cent and 
0.67 per cent respectively. 
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FINANCE 

Provident investors 
urged to reject NSFs 
‘unlawful’ offer 



Plastic 

monster 

unleashed 

It’s not just London that 
hosted environmental 
protesters this week. 
Greenpeace activists 
launched a “plastic 
monster” on Lake 
Geneva in Switzerland 
to urge Nestle, whose 
headquarters are 
nearby, to curb its use of 
single-use plastics. 

The group also 
protested at Nestle’s 
annual general meeting 
last week to urge it to 
invest in alternative 
packaging materials. 


SECURITY 


G4S posts rise in Q1 revenue amid growth in all units 


By Ravender Sembhy 

The chairman of Provident has ac¬ 
cused its takeover suitor Non-Stand¬ 
ard Finance (NSF) of “unlawful” 
activity and urged its shareholders 
to take no action over the “dreadful 
deal” on the table. 

Patrick Snowball said in a letter 
to shareholders that NSF’s £1.3bn 
offer for the firm resembles “more of 
a coup d'etat than a hostile takeover”. 

It is the latest criticism levelled by 
the sub-prime lender at its smaller 
rival. Yesterday Mr Snowball took 
aim at the dividends paid by NSF, 
claiming that they contravened the 
Companies Act. 

“They were described by NSF as 
‘technical infringements’ but the sim¬ 
ple fact and truth of the matter is that 


/ Jj \ NSF has received 
1 A * backing from investors 
representing more than 50 
per cent of Provident’s shares, 

including Woodford and Invesco. 


they were unlawful. These unlawful 
distributions are a telling indictment 
of the competency of the NSF team 
and the weak oversight of their board 
and must call into question their 
ability to run a business some seven 
times larger than their own and one 
which includes a regulated bank.” 

Last Friday, NSF said that, follow¬ 
ing a review, it had identified “certain 
technical infringements” regard¬ 
ing historic distributions made by 
the company. 

Yesterday NSF accused the 
Provident board of living in a “dif¬ 
ferent world” and having an “ex¬ 
traordinary disregard” for some of 
its largest shareholders. 

NSF boss John van Kuffeler also 
questioned whether the past 18 
months, a tumultuous time for Provi¬ 
dent, could constitute a “success”. 

Provident has insisted it is con¬ 
tinuing to explore “all appropriate 
alternatives” to maximise value for 
shareholders and continues to advise 
its shareholders to “take no action”. 

The CMA and the FCA are investi¬ 
gating the deal. 


By Henry Saker-Clark 

G4S, the security firm at the centre 
of a recent takeover bid, has posted 
first-quarter revenue growth and 
said it is making progress in the 
separation of its cash business. 

Revenues for the first quarter up 
to 31 March rose 4.8 per cent on the 
back of growth across all regions 


and divisions. Its secure solutions 
division, the company’s largest 
area, delivered 4.9 per cent revenue 
growth propelled by rises in Africa 
and the Americas, up 9.3 per cent 
and 8.5 per cent respectively. 

The company announced in De¬ 
cember that it was looking to split 
off its cash business to focus on its 
security operations. Last month it 


confirmed it had received interest 
from potential bidders. 

It has made “good progress” in its 
review intended to establish two in¬ 
dependent businesses, said Ashley 
Almanza, group chief executive. 

Shares surged last week after Ca¬ 
nadian security firm Garda World 
confirmed it was in the preliminary 
stages of considering an offer. 


□□ disability 

BG confident 


7.6m 


working age 
people in the UK 
have a disability. 

If you’re not actively recruiting talent your 
competitors probably are... 

SIGN UP TODAY: 

gov.uk/disability-confident 


“Being Disability Confident helps Sodexo 
tap into a wider pool of talent to meet our 
workforce needs, reflect the diversity of 
our customers and drive business growth.” 

Megan Horsburgh, Head of Diversity & Inclusion 

Sodexo UK & Ireland, Global Disability Leader 

* 
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ORDER DIRECT TODAY AND RECEIVE 
YOUR FREE TOOLKIT WORTH £50 


OR 

FOR 

FOR 


SEE IT IN ACTION NOW! 

GO ONLINE NOW TO A 

SEE THE VAX W 

BLADE 2 MAX IN ACTION 9| 

www.vax.co.uk 


Mumsnet Best 
Vacuum Cleaner 
2018 


t Maximum suction power, tested according to IEC 62885-2:2016 clause 5.8. Tested in Boost Mode. *Top-20 market data, Jan-Dec 2018 (by sales volume), 
when tested on carpet according to IEC 62885-2:2016 clause 5.3. Tested in Boost mode. }:When tested on carpet according to BS EN 60312-1:2017 clause 5.3, 
compared to claimed performance of top-20 market data Jan-Dec 2018 (by sales volume) Tested in Boost Mode, tt Tested in standard power mode on hard 
floor, with floor brush switched off. ATested according to IEC 62885-2:2016 clauses 5.7 and 5.9. ^Market data, Jan-Dec 2018 (by sales volume). Orders 
before 5pm Monday-Friday will be next day delivery. Outside of these times, orders will be despatched next working day. Offer only while stocks last. 


VaX'BUDE2MAX 

PROVEN TO CLEAN CARPETS BETTER 
THAN THE UK'S TOP 10 BEST SELLING 


CORDLESS VACUUMS* 

*Top-20 market data, Jan-Dec 2018 (by sales volume), when tested on carpet according to IEC 62885-2:2016 clause 5.3. Tested in Boost mode 

When we launched the original Vax Blade, the DittlgHUttl 
said: '5/5 the convertible sports car of vacuums' 

Well now we have made it even better! 


Exceptional cleaning performance 

With almost 3 times more power than any cordless 
vacuum we've ever produced 1 , the Vax Blade 2 Max 
40V is proven to clean carpets better than the UK’s 
top 10 best selling cordless vacuums*; that’s the 
cleaning performance of the best corded uprights, 
in a sleek, lightweight design*. Our specially designed 
floorhead complements our powerful brushless motor, 
ensuring optimal pick up on all floor surfaces. The 
new VAX Core Technology monitors power up to 
1000 times a second, helping to give you the best 
performance possible. 

Long runtime 

The lithium-ion battery delivers a stunning 45-minute 
runtime n , with no loss of suction A - plenty of time to 
clean without recharging. For more stubborn, ground 
in dirt, simply switch to boost mode - Blade 2 Max 40V 
has double the runtime of the UK’s best-selling cordless 
vacuum in boost mode**. The innovative control panel 
keeps you informed of how much power you have left 
and allows you to switch off the brushbar when moving 
from carpets to hard floors. Fully charged from flat in 
just 3 hours, it's ready to go again when you are. 


Lightweight 

Weighing just 3.1kg (6.8lbs), the Blade 2 Max 40V is 
specially designed to provide a balanced feel, whilst 
optimising performance in any cleaning orientation. 
The low recline, and inbuilt headlights also make 
cleaning under furniture and in tight spaces a 
breeze. And, when you're done, Blade 2 Max 40V 
is easy to empty; simply unclip the dirt bin, press 
the release button and ditch the dirt. 


Converts to a handheld in seconds 

Our lightweight, detachable handheld is perfect 
for stairs, pet hair removal, cars and upholstery 
cleaning. The cleaning wand is easy to elevate into 
those hard to reach areas; yet flexible enough to 
reach all those awkward spots - up high, down low 
or in-between. Further enhancements include our 
quick release brushbar, with cleaning grooves for 
easy untangling of hair and debris. The removable 
dirt bin separator and washable filter also allow for 
easy maintenance. The free wall mounting bracket 
also gives you a handy, discreet storage solution. 
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Thousands 
spent on 
short trips 

Two-fifths of the UK 
population take three 
or more “mini breaks” 
every year, costing 
more than £3,000, a 
survey has found. 

As many are 
preparing for an Easter 
getaway, research 
from Co-op Insurance 
found that the average 
holidaymaker spends 
£3,216 on breaks 
every year, with 63 per 
cent paying for them 
with savings. 

According to data 
from Lastminute, 
Barcelona, Margate 
and Rotterdam 
(pictured) are some 
of this Easter’s most 
popular locales. 




A survey of car insurance 

customers has found that 28 per 
cent of people with modified cars - 
those fitted with body kits, changed 
exhausts or other accessories - have 
been in a car accident during the 
past five years, versus 22 per cent 
who have not made any changes. 

Money supermarket’s research 
also found that drivers with a 
modified vehicle pay on average 
£951 more to insure their vehicle. 
However, of those polled, 45 per 
cent admit they have not notified 
their insurer, risking being denied a 
payout if they make a claim. 

$$$ 

Britons are overspending by an 
estimated total of £2bn on their 
energy bills every year by not 
switching to a better deal, finds 
research from the auto-switching 


service, Look After My Bills. An 
analysis of the service’s customers 
and switching statistics found that 
some ll million households in the 
UK have not switched providers, 
missing out on an average saving of 
£187 per year. 

$$$ 

American Express has revealed 
a raft of changes to its members’ 
rewards cards, making it more 
difficult for new cardholders to earn 
big bonuses. 

Three of the firm’s cards - 
Preferred Rewards Gold, Rewards 
and Rewards Low Rate - will now 
only boast half the number of intra- 
ductory bonus points, while some 
bonuses will require higher levels of 
spending to trigger. 

*** 

As longer-term mortgages are 

increasingly common, research 
has found that half of buyers would 
consider a 40-year mortgage to help 
them get on the property Ladder. 

Analysis from Santander finds 
that buyers could save £178,500 
over 40 years if they bought rather 
than rented for the duration. 


PERSONAL FINANCE 

Are Isas exempt from 
inheritance tax? 


Ask 

Gareth 



Your questions 
about money 


Dear Gareth, 

I read in a newspaper article 
recently that Isas are exempt 
from tax if they are inherited 
by your spouse. Is this 
information correct? 

Ganesh Kandiah 

Gareth says: I’ve been asked this 
question often, which highlights 
the lack of awareness of this 
useful change to the Isa rules, 
which occurred four years ago. 

Since April 2015, your spouse 
has been able to inherit your Isa 
savings when you die without 
losing the tax-free shelter that Isa 
accounts offer - so, in short, the 
information you read is right. 

Each person has an 
inheritance tax-free allowance - 
called the “nil-rate band” - which 
enables them to pass on up to 
£325,000 to their heirs tax-free. 
Anything above this amount is 
taxed at 40 per cent. And if your 
estate (all of the assets that you 
own) includes your family home, 
and you’re passing that onto 
children, grandchildren or any 
other “direct descendants”, you 
can pass on another £150,000, 
taking the total amount your 
heirs could potentially inherit to 


£475,000 free of tax in the 2019-20 
tax year. 

This special property allowance 
- called the “residence nil-rate 
band” - will increase by £25,000 
next year, allowing you to pass on 
£500,000 tax-free. 

For married couples and civil 
partnerships, there are major 
inheritance tax benefits. Your 
spouse can inherit all of your 
assets, including your Isa savings, 
investments and property, 
completely free of inheritance tax. 

They can also inherit any 
unused inheritance tax allowance 
you have left when you die. 

If you haven’t used any 
of it up, the amount 
that can be passed 
on tax-free when 
your spouse dies 
effectively doubles, 
meaning your 
family could inherit 
up to £950,000 
tax-free in the 
2019-20 tax year. 

So, on to Isas. When you 
die, your spouse gets a one-off 
additional Isa allowance equal 
to the amount you have saved in 
these tax-free accounts, on top of 
her own Isa allowance (currently 
£20,000). This has been in 
place since 6 April 2016, but is 
reportedly underused - research 
published last year by the insurer 
Zurich found that just 14 per cent 
of those eligible for this additional 
allowance used it last year. 

Known as the “additional 
permitted subscription”, this 
means that when your Isa savings 
are passed to your spouse, they 


can deposit them into an Isa and 
keep them away from income tax, 
dividend tax and capital gains tax. 

If you had £50,000 in your 
Isa when you died, your spouse 
could deposit a total of £70,000 
into an Isa in a single tax year - a 
combination of your savings and 
their own Isa allowance. 

This extra allowance even 
applies if they don’t inherit your 
cash savings. If you bequeathed 
the money in your Isas to your 
children, your spouse would still 
be able to get an Isa allowance 
equivalent to the money you’ve 
passed onto them. 

In order to get this 
additional Isa allowance 
after the death of 
a spouse or civil 
partner, you have to 
make a claim within 
three years after the 
date of death, or 180 
days after the estate 
has been administered. 
Research carried 
out by Which? found that 
just 20 per cent of Isa providers 
accept the “additional permitted 
subscription”. 

You have several options. Some 
Isa providers, including National 
Savings and Investments, 
Nationwide and Santander, offer 
specialist “inheritance Isas” 
designed to accept an inherited 
allowance. You can find a full list 
at which.co.uk/inheritisa. 

Gareth Shaw is the Head of Money 
at Which?. To have your question 
featured on this page, 
email business@inews.co.uk. 




AS FOCUSED 


ON DIVIDENDS 


AS YOU ARE 

The Merchants Trust PLC 



The Merchants Trust aims to provide a rising income by investing in large 
UK companies with the potential to pay attractive dividends. Although 
past performance is no guide to the future, we've paid a rising dividend 
to our shareholders for 36 consecutive years, earning us the Association 
of Investment Companies' coveted Dividend Hero status. This year we 
celebrate our 130th anniversary, making us one of the oldest investment 
trusts in the UK equity income sector. To see the current Merchants 
dividend yield or to find out more, please call us or visit our website. 

A ranking, a rating or an award provides no indicator of future 
performance and is not constant over time. You should contact your 
financial adviser before making any investment decision. 



1889-2019 


0800 389 4696 www.merchantstrust.co.uk 


Allianz ® 

Global Investors 


INVESTINGINVOLVESRISK.THEVALUEOFAN INVESTMENTANDTHE INCOME FROM IT MAY 
FALLAS WELL AS RISE AND INVESTORS MAY NOT GET BACKTHE FULL AMOUNT INVESTED. 


This is a marketing communication issued by Allianz Global Investors GmbH, an investment 
company with limited liability, incorporated in Germany, with its registered office at Bockenheimer 
Landstrasse 42-44, D-60323 Frankfurt/M, registered with the local court Frankfurt/M under 
HRB 9340, authorised by Bundesanstalt fur Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht (www.bafin.de). 
Allianz Global Investors GmbH has established a branch in the United Kingdom which is subject 
to limited regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority (www.fca.org.uk). 






































eat 


Spanish chicken, chorizo 
and chickpea stew 



SERVES 4 

1 white onion 

2 carrots 

2 sticks of celery _ 

3 cloves of garlic, minced 

4 chicken thighs 

iring of chorizo _ 

2 tins of chopped tomatoes 
2tbsp of tomato puree 

l tin chickpeas _ 

l bag of baby spinach 

2tsp of paprika 

itsp of dried chilli flakes 


Preheat oven to 200°C, place the chicken 
thighs on a baking tray and cook for 
20 minutes. 

Dice the onions, carrots and celery. In 
a Large pan, heat a tablespoon of oil and 
gently cook the diced vegetables, garlic, 
paprika and chilli over a Low heat. 

Once they are softened, add salt and 
pepper to taste. 

Add the chopped tomatoes and tomato 
puree, bring to the boil, and simmer for 
15 minutes. 

Take chicken out of the oven and 
shred; then add to the pot along with the 
tin of chickpeas. 

Dice the chorizo and brown in a frying 
pan. Once crispy, add to the Large pan. 

Wash baby spinach and add to the pan 
with the other ingredients. Stir in and 
simmer for a further five minutes. Serve. 

Serving suggestion 

Crusty bread, saffron rice or chunky 
potato wedges and a green salad 

Recipe from Punch Bar and Tapas, 
punchhonLey.co.uk 

Tomorrow 

Black-eyed bean stew 
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Kakuro 


Zygolex In i every day 


How to play Fill the white squares so that the total in each 
across or down run of cells matches the total at the start 
of that run. You must use the numbers from l-g only and 
cannot repeat a number in a run. Solution: minurLco.uk/i 



Jigsawdoku 

How to play Place the numbers 1-9 once in each row, column 
and bold-lined jigsaw region. Solution: minurLco.uk/i 
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Killer Sudoku no 1575 

How to play Each row, column and 3 by 3 box must contain 
each number (l to 9) only once. The sum of all numbers 
contained in a dotted area must match the number printed 
in its top-left corner. No number can appear more than 
once in a dotted area. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 


Find the missing words by following the RHYME, LETTERS and MEANING Links 
- eg, a word that rhymes with ‘cheek’, has one letter different from ‘pear’ and 
has the same meaning as mountain, would be ‘peak’. Full rules at zygoLex.com. 

Solution, page 57 


RHYME LETTERS MEANING 



® AppStore 



Futoshiki 


How to play 

Place the numbers 
from 1-5 exactly 
once in each row 
and column. The 
greater than and 
Less than signs 
(V and ’<’) indicate 
where one cell is 
greater/Less than 
the adjacent 
cell indicated. 
Solution: 
minurLco.uk/i 


□ED □>□ 
□ □<□>□<□ 
□ □>[!] □ □ 
□<□ □ □ 0 
□ □>□<□ □ 


Minesweeper 

How to play Find all the mines in the grid. Numbers in certain squares indicate how 
many mines there are in the neighbouring squares, including diagonally touching 
squares. Mines cannot be placed in squares with numbers. Solution: minurLco.uk/i 
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Maths Puzzle 


How to play Fill the empty squares with 
numbers that will make the across and 
down calculations produce the results 
shown in the grey squares. Each numeral 
from l to 9 must only appear once. The 
calculations should be performed from 
Left to right and top to bottom, rather than 
in strict mathematical order. 

Easier 
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Codeword No 2297 


How to play The numbers in the grid correspond to the letters of the alphabet. 
Solve the puzzle and fill in the letters in the key as you discover them. 

Three Letters are provided to give you a start. The solution will be printed in 
tomorrow’s paper, the solution to yesterday’s codeword is on page 57. 



ABC-B-EFGHM--K-LMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 



Need a little Kelp getting started? Then call for up to four extra clue Letters on 
0901292 5204. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network access charge 
(if you are having trouble with the phone service, call the helpline: 0333 202 3390). 
Or text THEI CLUE to 85100 to receive your clues. Texts cost £1 plus your 
standard network charge (if you are having trouble with the text service, call the 
helpline: 0333 335 3351)- Clues change each day at midnight. 


Word 

Ladder 

How to play 

Convert the word 
at the top of the 
Ladder into the 
word at the bottom 
of it, using only 
the four rungs 
in between. On 
each rung, you 
must put a valid 
four-letter word 
that is identical 
to the word above 
it, apart from a 
one-Letter change. 
There may be more 
than one way of 
achieving this. 
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44 * 

Clarity ^edia 

Maths Puzzle, 

Word Ladder, Word 
Wheel, Kakuro, 
Minesweeper, 

ABC Logic, Killer 
Sudoku, Futoshiki, 
Codeword, 
Jigsawduko and 
Wijuko created by 
CLarity Media. 

For more 
puzzles, 

see clarity-media. 
co.uk 


Terms £ 
Conditions 

By using i’s text 
services, you are 
agreeing to receive 
occasional SMS 
messages from 
JPI Media. You will 
not be charged for 
receiving these 
messages and may 
opt out at any time 
by texting STOP 
to the originating 
number. SMS 
services on this page 
are provided by BBA 
Digital Ltd, KT18 
5AD, helpline: 0333 
3353351- Phone 
services on this 
page are provided 
by Spoke AL10 
gNA, helpline: 0333 
202 3390, and by 
Advanced Telecom 
Services, EClM 
4BH. Helpline: 0330 
333 6946. 


Concise Crossword No 2619 


ACROSS 

I Tight-fitting 
bodice (6) 

5 Strike (3) 

9 Defence of being 
elsewhere (5) 

10 Jeered (7) 

II Dribble (7) 

12 Doctrine (5) 

14 Piece of flammable 
material (11) 

16 Chasm (5) 

18 Attack from the 
sky (3,4) 

20 Destructive 
wave (7) 

22 Dolt (5) 

23 Short sleep (3) 

24 Lump of gold (6) 


DOWN 

2 Enmity (9) 

3 Trivial objection (7) 

4 Annihilation (13) 

5 Dog (5) 

6 Small songbird (3) 

7 Male singer (4) 

8 Concept (4) 

13 Pomegranate 

syrup (9) 

15 Food fish (7) 

16 Italian wine (4) 

17 Overwhelm (5) 

19 Obligation (4) 

21 Vase (3) 


© Stuck on the concise crossword? 

For today’s solutions, call 0905 789 3590. 
Calls cost 8op per minute plus your network 
access charge. If you are having trouble 
accessing this number, please call our helpdesk 
on 0333 202 3390. 


ALL NEW CROSSWORDS! 

The i Booh of Crosswords 

Featuring 100 brand 
new concise crosswords. 

Available on Amazon 
for £4.99. 

See inews.co.uk/crossword 


For the full range of i puzzle books 

see inews.co.uk/puzzles 




Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword 

ACROSS 1 Fits, 4 Date (Fit state), 8 Foreword, 9 Flat, 10 Watermelon, 12 Prison, 
14 Suture, 15 Clementine, 18 Bill, 19 Sacristy, 20 Wear, 21 Teem. 

DOWN 2 Idolatry, 3 Sieve, 4 Defunct, 5 Toad, 6 Common sense, 7 Adolescence, 
11 Brunette, 13 Secular, 16 Taint, 17 Mice. 


Today’s other puzzles Cryptic Crossword, page 28; 
Five-Clue Cryptic, page 13; One-Minute Wijuko, page 27 

Puzzle solutions See page 57 and minurl.co.uk/i 


idoku Exclusive to i 

How to play Each numeraL from l to 9 must 
appear (once only) in the squares forming the 
red Letter i. Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 
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Sudoku Harder 
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Tomorrow: Easier 


ABC Logic 

How to play PLace the Letters 
A, B and C onLy once in each row and 
column. Each row and column has two 
blank cells. The letters at the edge of a row/ 
column indicate which of the letters is the 
first/last to appear in that row/column. 
Solution: minurl.co.uk/i 
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Word Wheel 


c 

A 

A 

B 


How to play This is an open-ended puzzle. 
How many words of three or more Letters, 
each including the Letter at the centre 
of the wheel, can you make from this 
diagram? We’ve found 22, including one 
nine-letter word. Can you do better? 

































































































































































































































INCREDIBLE 

Cordless Hedge Trimmer 





No Ladder 
Needed! 


BERGMAN" 9ft 
‘Short ‘n’ Tali’ 
Cordless 
Trimmer 


"During tests we reduced 
gardening time by almost 
50% thanks to it being 
both a 9ft tall trimmer 
for hedge tops that 
uniquely also converts to 
a nice light shorter reach 
trimmer - still with an 
impressive 16Y 2 " blade 
though!’’ Clive Blatt 


BERGMAN & 


Strong Tools. Built To Last 


EXTENDS UP TO 9ft! 

1 


SWITCH 

from 

Tall to 
Short 

with just a 
CLICK & 
TWIST 

- no fiddly tools 
needed when 
changing. 


HOUMM-H £99.95 

JUST 

£ 79 .« 

♦ GET 
DELIVERY 


The beauty of the new Bergman 
Short f rT Tall Trimmer is that it’s 
not only terrific at trimming the 
tops, sides and bottom of tall, 
awkward hedges without a wobbly 
ladder, stretching, bending or 
stooping... it’s also perfect for 
pruning small and medium size 
bushes, shrubs and topiary. 
Trimming tall hedges is exhausting 
and can be perilous, but this 
unique extendible tool allows you 
to trim high hedges quickly and 
without a ladder. It extends up to 3m (that’s 
over 9 feet), giving you a total reach of up to 5 
metres. It’s angle-adjustable through 100°, so you can trim 
both the tops and sides of hedges, and because it’s made of 
aluminium it’s surprisingly lightweight too! 

The unique design doesn’t stop there either. Increase your 
safety by taking away the fear of cutting through the cable 
or tripping over wires. Working completely cordless with 
this rechargeable hedge cutter you can even use it at the 
bottom of the longest garden without having to worry 
about having a nearby power source... 

It has a pro-quality reciprocating double blade for speed 
and efficiency, unlike inferior trimmers. Order today at this 
very special offer of just £79.95, and save £20 on normal 
price - plus get free DELIVERY!! 

*/ Lightweight aluminium construction 
^Shoulder strap included 

V Extends in seconds from ‘Short’ to ‘Long’ reach 
^42cm Cutting Blade for up to 14mm branches 
^Adjustable 100° Angle Cutting Blade 

\/ 4 hours charging time - weighs just 3.8kg 

V Powerful 18V 1300mAh lithium-ion 
rechargeable battery 

V Includes a 230V charging adaptor 
for use with mains 


ORDER NOW! 24 HOUR ORDERING • Online: WWW.SCOttSOfstOW.CO.llk/MC04 or CALL: 0844 482 0126 and quote MC04 


Please send me: Item 

Price 

Qty 

Total 

2081409 9ft ‘Short’nTall’ Cordless Trimmer 

£79.95 



Standard Delivery 

FREE 



Express Next Day Delivery 

£5.95 



Grand TOTAL: 

£ 


My card number is: 


I enclose Cheque/RO. 
made payable to 

Scotts of Stow for £_ 

(Please write your name 
and address on back of 
cheque) or charge my 
MasterCard/ 
Visa/Maestro/Visa 
Electron/Amex. 


Start Date 


Expiry Date 


Issue No. 


(Maestro 



If you are not completely 
delighted with your 
product please return 
with original packaging 
after 14 days of receipt 
for a 100% Guaranteed 
No-Quibble refund. 


Post coupon to: Scotts of Stow, (MC04), 1 Crompton Road, Groundwell, Wiltshire SN25 5AW 

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms_ 

Address 


Post Code 

Telephone 

Email <For special offers 



Signature 

|| SCOTTS STOw| 

MEDIA CODE 

MC 04 


Quote or enter OFFER CODE MC04 when you order. Customers have 14-days from receipt of goods to approve purchase. Calls to 0844 numbers 
are charged at 7p per minute plus your telephone company's access charge. Scotts & Co. (Scotts Ltd) Reg. No. 2548299 (England) trading as 
Scotts of Stow. We will store your personal data for as long as it is required for fulfilment of your order, our statutory requirements and for 
direct marketing purposes. For full details please visit www.scottsandco.com/privacy 














































Today’s Weather 

It will be dry with sunny spells for most but a few showers are possible 
in central and eastern England, especially during the afternoon. 


Today’s high 

Today’s low 
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(Midday yesterday) (mm) (hrs) 


Aberdeen 

8 

c 

0.0 


0.8 

Aberporth 

11 

F 

11.4 


1.2 

Aberystwyth 

12 

DR 

8.7 


1-5 

Aviemore 

9 

C 

0.0 


1-5 

Belfast 

9 

DR 

6.2 


0.4 

Birmingham 

12 

SH 

0.0 


4-6 

Bournemouth 

13 

C 

1.0 


0.9 

Bridlington 

10 

F 

0.0 


6.9 

Bristol 

11 

C 

1.0 


2.6 

Cardiff 

10 

C 

10.4 


0.8 

Cromer 

10 

F 

0.0 


8.6 

Durham 

12 

F 

0.0 


6.3 

Eastbourne 

13 

C 

0.0 


4-8 

Edinburgh 

11 

C 

0.1 


0.8 

Eskdalemuir 

10 

F 

0.6 


0.4 

Glasgow 

10 

SH 

0.4 


0.4 

Holyhead 

11 

C 

6.2 


0.3 

Hove 

13 

C 

0.0 


4-8 

Hull 

11 

F 

0.0 


8.0 

Huntingdon 

15 

F 

0.0 


7-4 

Ipswich 

12 

F 

0.0 


2.1 

Isle of Man 

9 

SH 

0.1 


0.3 

Isle of Wight 

13 

C 

0.2 


3-4 

Kinlochewe 

11 

C 

1.2 


3-0 

Kirkwall 

9 

C 

0.2 


2.3 

Leeds 

13 

F 

0.0 


5-3 

Lerwick 

9 

F 

0.0 


97 

Leuchars 

8 

C 

0.0 


0.4 

Lincoln 

12 

F 

0.0 


1.0 

Liverpool 

10 

SH 

0.6 


33 

London 

15 

C 

0.2 


2.3 

Manchester 

13 

SH 

0.1 


0.8 

Margate 

13 

F 

0.0 


4.5 

Milford Haven 

9 

C 

6.4 


3.0 

Morecambe 

12 

C 

0.8 


1.0 

Newcastle 

8 

c 

0.0 


5.8 

Norwich 

12 

F 

0.0 


8.6 

Nottingham 

12 

F 

0.0 


1.6 

Okehampton 

10 

C 

4.8 


33 

Oxford 

11 

SH 

0.2 


0.4 

Plymouth 

14 

F 

6.0 


57 

Portland 

10 

R 

4-4 


2.9 

Portsmouth 

13 

R 

0.0 


2.9 

Prestwick 

11 

SH 

3.8 


0.5 

Rhyl 

10 

SH 

0.4 


2.5 

Sheffield 

12 

C 

0.0 


1.0 

Shrewsbury 

10 

SH 

0.1 


0.3 

Skegness 

10 

F 

0.0 


7.9 

Southend 

13 

F 

0.0 


7.3 

Stoke 

9 

C 

0.5 


4.0 

Stornoway 

10 

C 

1.0 


0.8 

Swansea 

10 

c 

14.6 


2.6 

Tiree 

9 

c 

3.6 


4.6 

Global 






City Temp Cond 

(in °C) 
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Key: C=CLoudy, DR=DrizzLe, 
F=Fair, FG=Fog t H=Hail, M=Mist. R=Rain, 
S=Sunny, SFI=SKowers, SL=Sleet, SN=Snow, 
SS=Sandstorm, TFI=Thunderstorm 
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GENERAL SITUATION An area of 
high pressure centred over 
Scandinavia is dominating the 
weather today, with this feature set 
to remain in place through to the 
weekend. The change to south¬ 
easterly flow from continental 
Europe will make it feel warmer 
today than previous days with very 
warm temperatures possible by the 
weekend. Cloudy skies are LikeLy 
across the U K today due to a weak 
weather front with showers across 
central and eastern areas. 

S W England, N Wales, S Wales, 
Channel Is, Cen S England: Staying 
dry during the day with generally 
cloudy and some overcast skies. A 
few sunny spells are possible 


especially in coastal regions with 
the most overcast conditions Likely 
inland. Evening sunshine is 
possible in Cornwall and along the 
south coast of England with mostly 
cloudy skies elsewhere. Max temp: 
17C. Tonight, dry, mostly cloudy. 
Min temp: 6 C. 

SE Eng, London, East Anglia, E Eng, 
Midlands: After a largely clear start 
to the day, mostly cloudy skies are 
expected by the late morning with 
some Light showers LikeLy to 
develop during the afternoon. It 
will be dry across the region by 
evening with some late sunshine 
expected along the eastern coast, 
with a few sunny spells possible 
inland. Max temp: 19C. Tonight, a 


few clear spells. Min temp: 4C. 

N W Eng, N E Eng, SW Scotland, SE 
Scotland, loM: It is expected to stay 
dry throughout the day with 
sunshine LikeLy during the 
morning. Overcast skies are most 
likely across western areas by the 
afternoon, with sunny spells likely 
across the region by the Late 
afternoon and early evening. Late 
evening sunshine is most LikeLy 
along the east coast. Max temp: 

18C. Tonight, generally cloudy. Min 
temp: 4 C. 

N W Scotland, N Isles, W Isles, N E 
Scotland: After a largely cloudy 
start to the day, a few sunny spells 
are LikeLy by the earLy afternoon. 
The brightest spells are most likely 


English Channel 


in the east and across the Northern 
IsLes, with some cloud remaining in 
western parts. Late evening 
sunshine is likely across the 
mainland with light cloud 
elsewhere. Max temp: 16C. Tonight, 
largely cLoudy. Min temp: 3C. 
Republic of Ireland, N Ireland: 
Staying dry throughout the day 
with largely cloudy and overcast 
skies across the region. A few 
sunny spells are possible along 
northern coasts during the early 
afternoon, with mostly overcast 
skies across inland areas. Staying 
cLoudy during the evening, with 
some sunshine possible in the 
southeast. Max temp: 16C. Tonight, 
a few clear spells. Min temp: 6 C. 



Key: 1024 Isobars: air pressure 

inmilLibars 


Warm front I Cold front I Occluded front 


SYNOPTIC PRESSURE Low F fills and splits as it moves north, 
with a new Low, G, forming in the original position. High V 
remains stationary over Scandinavia and retains central 
pressure, blocking any Low pressure from moving further 
towards the UK. A new Low, J, deepens as it begins to move 
east across the Atlantic. 


HIGHS £ LOWS 

(Yesterday, up to 2pm) 

Warmest: Frittenden, 

Kent, 16C 

Coldest: Santon Downham, 
Suffolk, lC 
Wettest: Mumbles, 
Swansea, 15.0mm 
Sunniest: Shoeburyness, 
Essex, lo.4hrs 


HOURS OF DARKNESS 

Aberdeen 20.23-05.53 


Birmingham 

Bristol 

Cardiff 

Glasgow 

Hull 

Inverness 

Liverpool 

London 

Manchester 

Stornoway 

Swansea 

York 


20.09-06.04 

20.09-06.09 

20.12- 06.11 
20.26-06.05 
20.05-05.54 
20.31-05.58 

20.15- 06.06 
20.00-05.59 

20.12- 06.03 
20.42-06.07 

20.15- 06.14 
20.09-05.57 


Five-day 

outlook 



THURSDAY Staying dry 
and mostly cLoudy during 
the morning with the 
sunniest spells across the 
east. Feeling warm 
especially in the southeast. 



FRIDAY Sunny spells across 
the U K with widespread 
sunshine expected by 
evening in England and 
Wales. Temperatures wiLL be 
above average. 



SATURDAY An area of rain 
and cloud is expected to 
move through in the north 
and west, with sunny 
spells and dry conditions 
in the south and east. 



SUNDAY Feeling cooler 
especially in the north and 
west, turning wet Later in 
the north. Cloudy but dry 
in the south with some 
sunny spells. 



M ON DAY Turning very 
unsettled in the north and 
west with rain, heavy in 
places during the day. Dry 
and sunny in the 
southeast, showers Later. 
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i racing 


Skardu primed to upstage 
fancied Godophin duo 


By Jon Freeman 

RACING EDITOR 

Masar took this afternoon’s Craven 
Stakes last year in spectacular 
fashion on the way to presenting 
owners Godolphin with their first 
Epsom Derby triumph, so it is only 
natural for punters to be looking at 
the two boys in blue, Zakouski and 
Royal Marine, in this afternoon’s 
Newmarket centrepiece. 

Royal Marine, successful in a 
juvenile Group One at Longchamp 
last October, is the clear pick on 
2018 form, but Zakouski is the one 
everyone seems to be talking about 
and will go off favourite, despite 
having only an all-weather back-end 
maiden victory in the bank. 

Could Zakouski be the new Masar? 
We have to assume that he has been 
doing some seriously impressive 
work on the Newmarket gallops. 
“Catching pigeons,” they call it. 

And it’s not just what you do that 


gets results, it’s the way that you do 
it, and this Shamardal colt displayed 
a good attitude and a smart 
turn of foot at Kempton. 

But then so did 
William Haggas’s 
exciting youngster 
Skardu to win on 
his debut here last 
September. If any¬ 
thing, he was even 
more impressive in a 
slightly deeper contest 
and makes more appeal 
here at likely odds. 

Winning the Craven will be a 
tremendous fillip for any Classic 
aspirant, but losing won’t necessarily 
be a disaster, either. Roaring Lion 
was thrashed almost 10 lengths 

® libuld Zakouski be the 
new Masar? We have to 
assume that he has been 
doing some impressive work 


by Masar in this contest last April, 
but ended the year with four Group 
Ones to his name and was 
ranked the best three- 
year-old colt in the 
world on turf. 

Qabala is the new 
favourite for the 1000 
Guineas after land¬ 
ing a huge gamble 
in yesterday’s Nell 
Gwyn Stakes. 

This was a mighty 
step up on her win at this 
course last September and 
Roger Varian fully expects her to 
improve further between now and 5 
May, although he was at pains to add 
that runner-up Mot Juste, whom he 
also trains, should not be forgotten 
in the excitement. 

Meanwhile, there was barely a 
ripple in the 2000 Guineas market 
after trials wins for Shine So 
Bright and Kick On. Of surely more 
significance was an update on the 



Skardu won his 
previous Newmarket 
race by two lengths - as 
a 33-1 shot, beating the 
favourite Velorum 



David Egan guides Qabala to victory 
in the Nell Gwyn Stakes yesterday 


well-being of favourite Too Darn Hot 
following his recent setback. 

“He’s coming along fine,” said John 
Gosden. “We will make a decision 



BEST BET 
Rene’s Girl 

( 240 pm, Cheltenham) 

StabLe on hot streak and this 
mare has a big shout here on her 
best form. 

NEXT BEST 
Skardu 

(335pm, Newmarket) 

ReveaLed a smart turn of foot 
to win on debut and couLd be 
CLassic material. 

EACH WAY 
Back On The Lash 

( 3 . 15 pm, Cheltenham) 

StiLL to see the best of this 
promising, LocaLLy-trained 
hurdLer. 


about the 2000 Guineas after the 
weekend. It’s only a minor issue, but I 
want to have a clear two weeks before 
the race.” 


NEWMARKET GOOD TO FIRM 


I BET365 HANDICAP (CLASS 2)3YO 
£25,000 added 6f 


1 21232 MOYASSAR (D)(BF) R Hannon 9 7 Jim Crowley 7 

2 24135- JACK'S POINT W Muir 9 6 . Martin Dwyer 5 

3 813- BREATH OF AIR (D) C HilLs 9 2. Ryan Moore 1 

4 3475-2 CHAPELLI M Johnston 9 2.James Doyle 2 

5 45-436 DON ARMADO (D) S C WiLLiams 9 1 Richard Kingscote T 8 

6 1140-4 OBERYN MARTELL(D) Eve J-Houghton 9 1 Charles Bishop 10 

7 1126- YOUSINI K Ryan 9 0.. Tom Eaves 3 

8 1219- NAUGHTY RASCAL (D) R Hannon 9 0.... Tom Marquandg 

9 22240- ALFIE SOLOMONS Richard Spencer 8 13 Tom Queally 11 

10 12-1 TOP BREEZE (D) R Hughes 8 9. Shane Kelly 6 

11 3185- SHEILA’S SHOWCASE D Coakley 8 4. David Egan 4 

-11 declared - 


BETTING: 11-4 Breath Of Air, 4-1 Chapelli, 5-1 Moyassar, 7-1 Top Breeze, 
10-1 Yousini, 12-1 Oberyn Martell, 14-1 others. 


FORM VERDICT 

The form of BREATH OF AIR’s Last two starts suggest he could prove 
to be a fair bit better than a rating of 93. He built on a satisfactory 
debut when beating the subsequent Horris HilL & Greenham winner 
Mohaather by three and three-quarter Lengths at Newbury in 
September before shaping weLL in a Listed contest when third to San 
Donato at Doncaster. Ryan Moore takes the ride and a strong dispLay is 
expected. Moyassar was a modeL of consistency Last season and couLd 
take another step forward having had wind surgery over the winter, 
whiLe others to note in a competitive event include Yousini, who has 
been gelded and is another to have his wind tweaked, and Chapelli. 


I BET365 WOOD DITTON MAIDEN STAKES 
(PLUS 10) (CLASS 3) 3YO £15,000 added lm 


1 AL HADEER W Haggas 9 5 .-—.Jim Crowley 2 

2 DAM LAJ Owen Burrows 9 5. Dane O’Neill 4 

3 DESERT ICON W Haggas 9 5 James Doyle 5 

4 GEOMATRICIAN A Balding 9 5 .... David Probert7 

5 JUNOOH Sir M Stoute 9 5. Ryan Moore 3 

6 KUNG FU S Crisford 9 5. Silvestre De Sousa 1 

7 MUTARAFFA C Hills 9 5.. Richard Kingscote H 9 

8 SAMBA SARAVAH J Noseda 9 5. Jason Watson 6 

9 UAE JEWEL R Varian 95 Andrea Atzeni 11 

10 WILD ANIMAL S bin Suroor 9 5. C SoumiUon 8 

11 CAESONIA C Hills 9 o.Jamie Spencer 12 

12 INSPIRATIONAL E Dunlop 9 o Daniel Muscutt 10 

-12 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Al Hadeer, 4-1 Uae Jewel, 5-1 Wild Animal, 6-1 Junooh, 
Desert Icon, 14-1 Damlaj, 16-1 others. 


FORM VERDICT 

The market will prove to be very informative with a whole host of well- 
bred newcomers but the vote goes to GEOMATRICIAN. He is a haLf- 
brother to the Group 1-pLaced I Can Fly, who was an impressive winner 
on her racecourse debut, and his handler has produced a number of 
good winners in amongst his age group over the past coupLe of days. 
WilLiam Haggas tends to aim a decent type at this event, having won 
it in 2012 with subsequent Group 1 winner Mukhadram, so his two 
runners, Al Hadeer and Desert Icon, both warrant a fair amount of 
respect with slight preference for the former as he comes from a more 
speed-based family. 


3.00 


I CONNAUGHT ACCESS FLOORING ABERNANT 
| STAKES (GROUP 3) (CLASS 1) £60,000 added 6f 


CHELTENHAM good 


1 42824- BRANDO (CD) K Ryan 7 9 7. Tom Eaves 6 

2 /1267- DREAMFIELD (C)(D)(BF) J Gosden 5 9 7 JamesDoylei 

3 8144-3 EQUILATERAL (D)(BF) C HilLs 4 9 7. Ryan Moore 3 

4 0155-6 GIFTED MASTER (CD) H Palmer 6 9 7 . Jason Watson B 4 

5 /98-18 KEYSTROKE (D) SC WiLLiams 797. Adam Kirby T 7 

6 113-55 SIR THOMAS GRESHAM (CD)(BF) Tim Pinfield 4 9 7. 

Martin Dwyer T 8 

7 11607- TIME’S ARROW (D) D O'Meara 59 7. Daniel Tudhope 2 

8 12217- YAFTA (CD) R Hannon 4 9 7 .Jim Crowley 5 

- 8 declared - 

BETTING: 6-4 Brando, 3-1 Dreamfield, 11-2 Yafta, 7-1 Gifted Master, 
Equilateral, 20-1 Time’s Arrow, 25-1 Keystroke, 33-1 Sir Thomas 
Gresham. 


FORM VERDICT 

BRANDO bids to make it three wins in a row in this contest and ran 
with credit aLL of Last season, despite not getting his head in front 
after his success in this 12 months ago. He appears well suited by the 
demands of the RowLey MiLe, having won his other start at the track in 
a handicap at this meeting in 2016, and conditions look ideaL for Kevin 
Ryan's stable star. Dreamfield was disappointing on his Last start on 
the July Course in Listed company but he is surely better than that 
performance suggests, whiLe Stewards’ Cup winner Gifted Master is 
Likely to give it his best from the front end. 


I BET365 CRAVEN STAKES (GROUP 3) (CLASS l) 
3YO £60,000 added lm 


1 133- CONFIDING M Meade 9 o. Rob Hornby 7 

2 1-1 GLOBAL SPECTRUM Miss G Kelleway 9 0 Gerald Mosse 6 

3 1-1 JACKSTAR (C) T Dascombe 9 o. Richard Kingscote 3 

4 312- MOMKIN (BF) R Charlton 9 0. M Guyon 5 

5 135- PRINCE EIJI R Varian 9 o. Doubtful 9 

6 611-4 ROYAL MARINE (D)(BF) S bin Suroor 9 o. C SoumiUon4 

7 1-1 SET PIECE (D) H PaLmer 9 0 Frankie Dettori 2 

8 1- SKARDU (C) W Haggas 9 o. James Doyle 1 

9 1251- WATAN R Hannon 9 o. Ryan Moore 8 

10 1- ZAKOUSKI C AppLeby 9 0. William Buick 10 

-10 declared - 

BETTING: 13-8 Zakouski, 3-1 Royal Marine, 6-1 Skardu, 7-1 Set Piece, 
14-1 Confiding, Watan, Global Spectrum, 20-1 Momkin, 25-1 others. 


FORM VERDICT 

Godolphin look to have a strong hand here and Charlie Appleby’s 
Shamardal colt Zakouski Looks an exciting prospect having taken down 
a highLy-regarded Kingman coLt in eye-catching fashion on debut at 
Kempton and the extra furLong encountered here shouLd suit. However, 
it is Saeed Bin Suroor’s ROYAL MARINE who gets the nod out of the 
duo in the royal blue as the Group 1 winner Looks to buiLd on his fourth 
in the UAE 2000 Guineas on his first start back on UK soil. Christophe 
SoumiUon comes over for the ride and if the coLt was to repeat his Prix 
Jean-Luc Lagardere performance from the autumn then he could prove 
hard to beat Set Piece, Global Spectrum, Skardu and Jackstar are aLL 
unbeaten and can't be ruLed out, whiLe Confiding (third) Looks to have 
Watan (fifth) covered on the form of their meeting in the SoLario Stakes 
at Sandown and Martyn Meade’s charge also placed in a Group 2 earLier 
in the summer Last year. 


2.05 


CITIPOST NOVICES’ HURDLE (CLASS 2) 
£20,000 added 2m 4f 


1 334111 DASHEL DRASHER J Scott 6 11 8. M Griffiths 

2 251201 ASK DILLON F O'Brien 6 11 4 Paddy Brennan 

3 -11181 COTSWOLD WAY (D) P Hobbs 6 11 4. R Johnson 

4 1-1411 DR SANDERSON (D) P NicholLs 5 11 4 Harry Cobden 

5 -31134 MILL GREEN N Henderson 7 11 4. Nico De Boinville 

6 114220 THISTLE DO NICELY J Snowden 5 11 4. Gavin Sheehan 

7 1 BUZZ DE TURCOING S Drinkwater 5 11 0. 

Sam Twiston-Davies T 

8 692 COTSWOLD PRINCE M KeighLey 4 10 8.__ H Stock 

- 8 declared - 

BETTING: 11-4 Cotswold Way, 4-1 Dashel Drasher, 9-2 Dr Sanderson, 
11-2 Ask Dillon, 6-1 Thistle Do Nicely, 13-2 Mill Green, 20-1 Cotswold 
Prince, 25-1 Buzz De Turcoing. 


I SILVER TROPHY CHASE (GRADE 2 LIMITED 
HANDICAP) (CLASS 1) £60,000 added 2m sf 


1 2-1112 IMPERIAL PRESENCE (BF) P Hobbs 8 1110 R Johnson 

2 1-144P MISTER WHITAKER (CD)(BF) M Channon 7 11 9. 

Jonathan Burke C 

3 -22117 WENYERREADYFREDDIE (BF) N Henderson 8 11 8. 

Nico De Boinville 

4 25-240 TREE OF LIBERTY Kerry Lee 7 11 5 Richard Patrick (3) 

5 214320 HIGHWAY ONE 0 ONE C Gordon 7115 T Cannon 

6 12-472 RENE'S GIRL (D) D SkeLton 9 11 4 Harry Skelton T 

7 -P5123 GOT AWAY 0 Sherwood 6 10 11 Leighton Aspell C,T 

8 /714-4 TIQUER A Jones 1110 4 . Tom O’Brien 

9 4-5011 KINGS MONARCH (D) Kerry Lee 6 10 4 .Jamie Moore 

- 9 declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 Rene's Girl, 9-2 Mister Whitaker, 5-1 Kings Monarch, 
Wenyerreadyfreddie, 6-1 Highway One O One, 13-2 Imperial Presence, 
12-1 Tree Of Liberty, 14-1 Tiquer, 16-1 Got Away. 


FORM VERDICT 

Mister Whitaker needs to step up but the Cheltenham FestivaL winner 
sports first-time cheekpieces and could be interesting if recapturing 
his form from earLier in the season. Wenyerreadyfreddie is surely 
better than his Latest showing and is noted for Leading connections, but 
HIGHWAY ONE O ONE was inconvenienced on soft ground in the CLose 
Brothers Last month and this couLd be the time to catch him back on 
better ground. His second here in January reads weLl after the winner 
finished fourth in the JLT and won at Aintree. 


3.15 


KINGSTON STUD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 2) 
£25,000 added 2m 4f 


1 53P214 UNISON J Scott 9 11 12 M Griffiths 

2 0-1432 JENKINS N Henderson 7 1111. David Bass B 

3 -22261 I’M A GAME CHANGER P Hobbs 7 n 9 R Johnson 

4 41P-81 LE PATRIOTE Dr R Newland 7 11 8 SamTwiston-DaviesC 

5 341100 FIDUX A King 6 11 8 . Wayne Hutchinson 

6 12-B59 RATHER BE (D) N Henderson 8 11 6 Jeremiah McGrath T 

7 61/1-3 ESPOIR DETEILLEE T R George 7 11 3 Jonathan Burke 

8 IIP009 GOLDEN BIRTHDAY H Fry 8 11 O . Sean BowenT 

9 218-23 GOWITHTHEFLOW B Pauling 6 10 12 Nico De Boinville 

10 0-42U9 NO HASSLE HOFF D Skelton 7 10 12 .Daryl Jacob 


11 213111 MAC TOTTIE (D) P Bowen 6 10 12. James Bowen H,T 

12 64252U HONEST VIC H Daly 6 10 6. Richard Patrick(3) B 

13 214350 LUNGARNO PALACE F O'Brien 8 10 6. Alain Cawley 

14 755130 DUARIGLE (D) P Henderson 7 10 5_ _Paddy Brennan 

15 1314 BACK ON THE LASH M KeighLey 5 10 2 .Aidan Coleman 

-15 declared - 

BETTING: 11-2 Espoir De Teillee, 13-2 I’m A Game Changer, 7-1 No Hassle 
Hoff, 8-1 Honest Vic, 10-1 Rather Be, Gowiththeflow, Le Patriote, 12-1 
Unison, Back On The Lash, Jenkins, 14-1 others. 


3.50 


ARKELLS BREWERY NICHOLSON HOLMAN CHASE 
(CLASS 3) £18,196 added 3m if 


1 212441 TANARPINO Jennie CandLish 8 11 8 .SeanQuinlanV 

2 -82381 BOB MAHLER W Great rex / 11 /.R Johnson C 

3 FP2231 LITTLE BRUCE P Kirby 7 117. Thomas Dowson (3) C 

4 P-3004 CLONDAW CIAN (C) Mrs S Leech 9 11 5 Connor Brace (7) C 

5 42F522 LITHIC Jonjo O’NeiLL 8 11 5. Jonjo O’Neill Jr. (3) V 

6 12-22P DARIUS DES BOIS (BF) N Henderson 6 11 3 Sean Bowen 

7 811716 SOLSTICE STAR (C)(D) M Keighley 9 11 2. 

Sam Twiston-Davies C,T 

8 -13211 MINELLA FOR ME T R George 9 11 2. Jonathan Burke T 

9 4-0351 THE DELLERCHECKOUT P NicholLs 6 11 0.. Harry Cobden B,T 

10 1-715P DUKE DEBARRY(D) N Henderson 8 10 13 . Nico De Boinville 

11 6011F2 LORD GETAWAY (BF) H Evans 7 10 8 Leighton Aspell C 

12 526312 TIKKTOCK BOOM (BF) I WiLLiams 7 10 3. Tom O’Brien C 

13 452141 FIFTY SHADES Christian WiLLiams 6 10 3(7ex). 

.James Bowen C 

-13 declared - 

BETTING: 11-2 The Dellercheckout, 6-1 Minella For Me, 13-2 Bob Mahler, 
8-1 Darius Des Bois, Tanarpino, Lithic, 10-1 Tikk Tock Boom, Lord 
Getaway, Little Bruce, 12-1 others. 


4.25 


ISAFRAN LANDING SYSTEMS HANDICAP HURDLE 
| (CLASS 2) £20,000 added 3m 


430031 WHO’S MY JOCKEY (D) P Hobbs 6 1112. R Johnson C 

-41248 THOMAS CAMPBELL (CD)(BF) N Henderson 7 1112. 

Connor Brace (7) C 


4 849P22 TOBEFAIR (D) Mrs D Hamer 9 1110.Thomas Bellamy 

5 P-6110 AARON LAD (CD) Dr R Newland 8 11 9. 

Charlie Hammond (3) 

6 /2-FU7 CHAMERON P NicholLs 6 11 8.Harry Cobden B 

7 021460 ROCKPOINT (CD) C Tizzard 6 11 4 Tom Scudamore 

8 P1F-P2 SIR IVAN (D) 11 Fry 9 11 /, Sean Bowen T 

9 1-9331 OCEAN COVE (D) F O'Brien 7 111 Paddy Brennan C 

10 464423 DANS LE VENT J Snowden 6 11 o.Gavin Sheehan B 

11 0-P511 THE WELSH PADDIES Kerry Lee 7 10 13. 

Richard Patrick (3) C 

12 /03683 GOODBYE DANCER N I wiston-Davies 8 10 12. 

Sam T wiston- Davies 

13 /27121 COPPER GONE WEST (D) T Vaughan 6 10 7 Alan Johns 

14 -01162 SKI PTH ESCALES (D) P Kirby 7 10 5 Thomas Dowson (3) C 

15 72F821 REVE M KeighLey 5 10 5. .Leighton Aspell H,T 

16 -57221 BROUGHTONS ADMIRAL A RaLph 5 10 2 Tee Edwards B 

-16 declared - 

BETTING: 7-1 Tobefair, 8-1 Who’s My Jockey, First Assignment, 10-1 Sir 
Ivan, Copper Gone West, Ocean Cove, The Welsh Paddies, 12-1 Thomas 
Campbell, Broughtons Admiral, Aaron Lad, Reve, 14-1 others. 


Racingresutts 


EXETER 

Good to soft-good in pLaces 

2.05 1. ASK DILLON (Paddy Brennan) 2-1 jt-fav; 2. 

Boldmere 8-1; 3. Blackjack Kentucky 3-1. 9 ran. 2-1 

jt-fav Dolphin Square (4th). 81,12L (F O’Brien). Tote: 
£2.80; £1.10, £2.40, £1.20. Exacta: £16.60. Trifecta: 
£47:20. CSF: £19.32. 

2.40 1. HERE’S HERBIE (James Best) 8-1; 2. Nel¬ 
son’s Touch 16-1; 3. Hattaab 2-1 fav. 8 ran. 61, nk. 

(Mrs S Gardner). Tote: £7.30; £2.30, £4.80, £2.40. 
Exacta: £116.10. Tricast: £35372. Trifecta: £472.00. 
CSF: £115.37. 

3.15 1. MELEKHOV (R Johnson) 5-6 fav; 2. Quick 
Wave 5-1; 3. Rococo River 7-2. 13 ran. lL, 14L. (P Hobbs). 
Tote: £1.60; £1.10, £1.40, £2.00. Exacta: £5 40. Trifecta: 
£14.60. CSF: £5.59. NR: Corruption. 

3.501. ONE OF US (Sam Twiston-Davies) 9-2; 2. Sand¬ 
hurst Lad 7-1; 3. You Say What 4-1 fav. 11 ran. 2l, ^L. 
(N WiLLiams). Tote: £5.60; £1.80, £2.50, £2.10. Exacta: 
£45.20. Tricast: £137.35. Trifecta: £205.10. CSF: £36.60. 
4.25 1. TUDORS TREASURE (Tom O’Brien) 11-4 


fav: 2. Kingston Mimosa 8-1; 3. Rule The Ocean 11-2. 

10 ran. lL, ill. (Robert Stephens). Tote: £3.70; £1.70, 
£2.30, £1.90. Exacta: £21.40. Tricast £113.60. Trifecta: 
£102.90. CSF: £24.57. 

5.00 1. THEATRE TERRITORY (Mr Sam WaLey- 
Cohen) 1-4 fav; 2. Drumlynn 13-2; 3. Kit Barry 20-1. 
6 ran. 3I, 15L. (W Greatrex). Tote: £1.20; £1.10, £1.90. 
Exacta: £2.90. Trifecta: £10.70. CSF: £2.82. 

5.351. MERCHANT HOUSE (Miss MiLlie Wonnacott) 
20-1; 2. Full Of Roque 12-1; 3. Grumpy Charley 10-3. 

11 ran. 5-2 fav WhenheLlbrokeLoose (7th). 3I, 3 3 / 4 L. 
(L Jefford). Tote: £27.10; £8.00, £4.30, £1.30. Exacta: 
£396.00. Trifecta: £2897.40. CSF: £239.97. 

Placepot: £10.60. Quadpot: £320. 

Place 6: £5.08. Place 5: £3.30. 

NEWMARKET 

Good to firm-good in places 

1.15 1. MAQSAD (Jim Crowley) 6-4 fav; 2. Twist ‘n’ 

Shake 2-1; 3. Artistic Streak 14-1. 10 ran. shd, 9I. (W 

Haggas). Tote: £2.40; £1.20, £1.20, £2.60. Exacta: £6.00. 

Trifecta: £3710. CSF: £4.34. 


1.50 1. FLAVIUS TITUS (Andrea Atzeni) 8-1; 2. Sum- 
merghand 8-1; 3- Green Power 7-1 fav. 15 ran. nk, nk. 

(R Varian). Tote: £8.60; £2.50, £3.30, £2.50. Exacta: 
£89.90. T ricast £489.63. Trifecta: £677.80. CSF: £67.28. 
2.251. SHINE SO BRIGHT (SiLvestre De Sousa) 5-2; 2. 

Space Traveller 10-1; 3. Azano 2-1 fav. 7 ran. l 3 / 4 L, 3 ? /?.L 
(A BaLding). Tote: £3.30; £1.60, £4.40. Exacta: £22.70. 
Trifecta: £83.40. CSF: £2574 
3.00 1. KICK ON (Oisin Murphy) 2-1; 2. Walkinthe- 
sand 14-1; 3. Boerhan 13-2. 6 ran. 6-4 fav Western 
Australia (5th). nk, 4 l M. (J Gosden). Tote: £2.90; £230, 
£3.90. Exacta: £25.00. Trifecta: £9700. CSF: £27.29. 
NR: Spanish Mission. 

3.35 1. QABALA (David Egan) 10-3 fav; 2. Mot Juste 

7-1; 3. Angel’s Hideaway 9-2. 11 ran. 1 3 / 4 L 3 //,L. (R Varian). 
Tote: £4.30; £1.80, £2.20, £2.40. Exacta: £26.50. Trifecta: 
£141.40. CSF: £25.78. 

4.10 1. CHASING DREAMS (WilLiam Buick) 4-9 fav; 

2. Good Vibes 12-1; 3. Kemble 7-2. 5 ran. 5L, 2 3 / 4 L. (C Ap¬ 
pleby). Tote: £1.30; £1.10, £3.90. Exacta: £6.30. Trifecta: 
£11.50. CSF: £7.10. NR: Aroha. 

4-45 1. LAVENDER’S BLUE (Robert HavLin) 3-1; 2. 


Maamora 2-1 fav; 3. Alandalos 11-4. 9 ran. 2 l 4L 4V2L. 
(Mrs A Perrett). Tote: £4.10; £1.30, £1.10, £2.00. Exacta: 
£10.20. Trifecta: £28.10. CSF: £9.26. NR: Fast Strike. 
5.20 1. SOLID STONE (Ryan Moore) 9-4 fav; 2. War 
Tiger 3-1; 3. Never Do Nothing 7-2. 5 ran. WL, 2 3 / 4 l. (Sir 
M Stoute). Tote: £2.90; £1.60, £1.60. Exacta: £9.00. 
Trifecta: £25.50. CSF: £9.38. 

Jackpot: £3,688.50. 

Placepot: £53.10. Quadpot: £13 40. 

Place 6: £33-55. Place 5: £26.38. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

Standard 

5.451. AMOR FATI (Nicola Currie) 11-4 jt-fav; 2. Aqua 
Libre 15-2; 3. Captain Marmalade 100-1 11 ran. 11-4 
jt-fav Stand N Deliver (10th). nk, it (P Evans). Tote: 
£3.40; £1.80, £2.50, £12.80. Exacta: £3370. Tricast: 
£1745.31. Trifecta: £3749-80. CSF: £25.74. NRs: Cape 
Agulhas, UbLa. 

6.15 1. MAGICAL MOLLY JOE (P J McDonald) 9-4 
fav; 2. Naralsaif 8-1; 3. Clement 7-1. 12 ran. nk, Vzl. 
(T D Barron). Tote: £2.60; £1.10, £2.60, £2.70. Exacta: 


£20.70. Tricast: £117.16. Trifecta: £13370. CSF: £21.21. 

6.45 I- INVITATIONAL (Jack Mitchell) 13-2; 2. As¬ 
trologer 40-1; 3. Vivionn 9-4. 11 ran. evens fav 
Nooshin (4th). 2 3 / 4 l, lTiL. (R Varian). Tote: £7.60; £1.80, 
£10.80, £1.10. Exacta: £300.30. Trifecta: £1098.30. CSF: 
£236.36. NR: Lady Madison. 

7.15 1. CORINTHIA KNIGHT (HoLLie Doyle) 9-2; 2. 
Storm Over 14-1; 3. Tropics 8-1. 7 ran. 6-5 fav KyLLang 
Rock (6th). l7 4 L, shd. (Archie Watson). Tote: £5.20; £250, 
£6.30. Exacta: £59.50. Trifecta: £25440. CSF: £62.06. 
7-451- SEINESATIONAL (David Egan) 11-42. Knight 
Commander 8-1; 3. Alabaster 5-2 fav. 7 ran. nk, 2L. 
(W Knight). Tote: £4.50; £2.50, £3.00. Exacta: £2790. 
Trifecta: £80.60. CSF: £25.31. 

8.15 1. THA’IR (Danny Brock) 8-1; 2. Splash Of Verve 
15-2; 3. First Call 3-1 fav. 13 ran. T/ 4 L, nk. (P McBride). 
Tote: £10.10; £3.30, £3.00, £1.80. Exacta: £68.80. Tri¬ 
cast: £225.49. Trifecta: £273.30. CSF: £66.62. 
Placepot: £238.20. Quadpot: £5180. 

Place 6: £238.48. Place 5: £98.91. 
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CRICKET 


Archer should 
start for England, 
claims Vaughan 


By Louis Dore 


If he fits 
into the 
culture of 


Michael Vaughan says Sussex seam- 
er Jofra Archer should be thrown 
“straight into England’s starting XI”, 
ahead of today’s selection of a provi¬ 
sional 15-man squad for this summer’s 
Cricket World Cup. 

The former England cap¬ 
tain told i he believed the 
24-year-old Barbadian-born 
all-rounder should be select¬ 
ed if he gels with the current 
ODI squad: “If he fits into the what Eoin 
culture of what Eoin Mor- iui ortyan ’ s 
gan’s trying to produce,then . § . 

he goes straight into the XI.” tl*y in § 

A West Indies Under-19s then he goes 
international, Archer has an Straight 
English father and a British into the XI 
passport. He did not live in 
the UK until he was an adult 
and is required to complete a residen¬ 
cy period, after which he has indicated 
he wishes to represent England. 

ECB rule changes in November 
2018 reduced the required term from a 
number of days over a period of seven 
years to 210 days in the country over 
three years. As a result, Archer is ex¬ 


pected to qualify for England selection 
in time for this summer’s World Cup, 
as opposed to 2022. Teams competing 
at the Cricket World Cup have until 23 
April to announce their sides. England 
will also announce today an expanded 
17-man squad for the ODI series against 
Pakistan which precedes the summer 
tournament. 

Vaughan said he believed 
Archer would be a boost 
to England’s chances: “I 
do think England have got 
strength in depth and to win 
a World Cup you will prob¬ 
ably will need to use the 
majority of your squad, 13 or 
14 of them. When you think 
about the addition, potential¬ 
ly, of Jofra Archer, that depth 
gets a little bit better. 

“I have no question that 
he’s got the ability for international 
cricket - that’s been evident for years. 
I don’t know what he’s like as a char¬ 
acter and that’s very important as 
you need to bring in the right style of 
character into the group. There’s no 
point lobbing someone in because he’s 
got a bit of game and then upsetting 



Michael Vaughan feels there is ‘no question’ that Jofra Archer (right) has ‘the 
ability for international cricket - that’s been evident for years’ G ETTY l MAG ES 


the apple cart, because he’s not been 
around for the last three years when 
England have had a bit of success.” 

Archer has impressed in short 
formats, particularly in the Big Bash 
and IPL. In the 2018 IPL, he took 15 
wickets in 10 matches with an average 
of 21.66. In this year’s tournament he 
has averaged 21.00, taking 10 wickets 
in eight matches. Vaughan added: 
“He had a good Big Bash at times, but 
it was also the first time I’d seen him 


‘been had’ as well. If he starts getting 
them down at around the 85 mark, 
83 miles an hour, I think he’ll get dis¬ 
patched. His ability to bowl pace has 
to be on a day’s basis and I think that’ll 
be the message from Eoin Morgan.” 

Michael Vaughan was speaking at 
an event held by ICC Cricket World 
Cup England and Wales 2019 Official 
Timekeeper Hublot to celebrate the 
100-day countdown 


CYCLING 


Campenaerts smashes Wiggins’s hour distance record 


Bradley Wiggins’s hour record has 
been smashed by the Belgian time- 
trial specialist Victor Campenaerts. 

Campenaerts rode 55 kilometres 
and 59 metres in one hour in Aguas- 
calientes, Mexico to better the mark 
set in 2015 in London by Wiggins by 
just over 500 metres - or two laps of 
the velodrome. 

The venue in Mexico was chosen 


because of its location 
altitude, 1,800m above sea 
level. It was where Vittoria 
Bussi of Italy set the wom¬ 
en’s mark in September 
last year. 

Campenaerts (right) 
said: “I am super happy. 

If I look at the list I am now 
in, I am among the greatest 



cyclists in history. I am also 
really happy I could break 
the magic 55km [mark].” 

Campenaerts set a 
blistering pace at the 
beginning, averaging 
close to 56kph [34mph] 
and he added after¬ 
wards: “It was really hard. 
I was really optimistic in the 


beginning, in the first 15 minutes. 
After half an hour I thought it was im¬ 
portant to slow down a little bit to get 
a good base - but for most of the ride 
I knew I was a bit ahead of Wiggins.” 

Campenaerts is the sixth man 
to break the hour record since the 
UCI, cycling’s world governing body, 
relaxed the rules concerning permis¬ 
sible bikes in 2014. 


Results Service 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE QUARTER- 

FINAL SECOND LEG 






Barcelona (2). 


Man Utdlol 


Messi 16,20 







Coutinho 61 


Agg:i 

4-0. 



Juventus (1). 


Aiax h) 



Ronaldo 28 



in de Beek34 

Agg: 2-3- 


de Ligt 67 


PREMIER LEAGUE 






Brighton (0). 


Cardiff (1) 




Mendez-Laing22 

Att 30,226 


Morrison 50 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

APts 

Liverpool 

34 

26 

7 

1 

77 

20 85 

Man City 

33 

27 

2 

4 

86 

22 83 

Tottenham 

33 

22 

1 

10 

64 

34 67 

Arsenal 

33 

20 

6 

7 

66 

40 66 

Chelsea 

34 

20 

6 

8 

57 

36 66 

ManUtd 

33 

19 

7 

7 

63 

44 64 

Leicester 

34 

14 

5 

15 

46 

45 47 

Wolverhampton 33 

13 

8 

12 

41 

42 47 

Everton 

34 

13 

7 

14 

46 

44 46 

Watford 

33 

13 

7 

13 

47 

48 46 

West Ham 

34 

12 

6 

16 

42 

52 42 

Bournemouth 

34 

12 

5 

17 

49 

61 41 

Crystal Palace 

34 

11 

6 

17 

40 

46 39 

Burnley 

34 

11 

6 

17 

42 

60 39 

Newcastle 

34 

10 

8 

16 

32 

43 38 

Southampton 

33 

9 

9 

15 

39 

54 36 

Brighton 

33 

9 

6 

18 

32 

53 33 

Cardiff 

34 

9 

4 

21 

30 

63 31 

Fulham 

34 

5 

5 

24 

32 

76 20 

Huddersfield 

34 

3 

5 

26 

19 

67 14 

LADBROKES SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP 

Morton (2). 


Inverness CT fl 1 2 

Lyon 27 


McDonald 18 


Kiltie 42 (pen) 


McCauley 88, Att 1,315 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

APts 

Ross County 

33 

19 

8 

6 

54 

30 65 

Dundee Utd 

33 

17 

8 

8 

45 

39 59 

Ayr 

32 

14 

8 

10 

46 

32 50 

Inverness CT 

33 

12 

14 

7 

45 

37 50 

Dunfermline 

33 

11 

8 

14 

32 

36 41 

Alloa 

33 

10 

8 

15 

36 

48 38 

Morton 

33 

8 

13 

12 

32 

45 37 

Queen of South 

33 

8 


14 

39 

40 35 

Falkirk 

33 

8 

11 

14 

34 

43 35 

Partick 

32 

9 

7 

16 

36 

49 34 

CRICKET 







IPL, Mohali: Kings XI Punjab 182-6 (20 overs, 
Rahul 52); Rajasthan Royals 170-7 (20 overs, 
Tripathi 50) Kings XI Punjab win by 12 runs. 

4th ONE-DAY INT’NAL, Harare: UAE 175 

(47.1 overs); Zimbabwe 129-7 (24.5 overs). 

Zimbabwe win 

by 3 wkts (DL Method). 

Zimbabwe won 

4-match series 4-0. 



TENNIS 

ATP MONTE-CARLO ROLEX MASTERS, 
MONTE-CARLO, MONACO: 1st rd: C 

NORRIE (GB) bt A Mannarino (Fr) 6-4 6-3. 
Second round: (1) N DJ0K0VIC (Serb) bt P 
KohLschreiber (Ger) 6-3 4-6 6-4; L Sonego 
(It) bt (8) K KHACHAN0V (Rus) 7-6 (7-4) 6-4; 
(9) B C0RIC (Croa) bt J Munar (Sp) 6-7 (3-7) 
7-6 (9-7) 6-4; G PeLLa (Arg) bt (7) M CILIC 
(Croa) 6-3 5-7 6-1; (11) M CECCHINATO (It) 
bt S Wawrinka (Swit) 0-6 7-5 6-3. 

FIXTURES 

FOOTBALL 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE QUARTER¬ 
FINALS SECOND LEG 

Porto (o) v Liverpool (2) (8). 

Man City (o) v Tottenham (1) (8). 

BASKETBALL 

BBL CHAMPIONSHIP: London v PLymouth, 
Manchester v Sheffield. 

CRICKET 

ROYAL LONDON ONE-DAY CUP: 

GROUP A: DURHAM V NORTHAMPTS 

(Emirates Riverside, 11 am). LANCS V 
WORCESTERSHIRE (Emirates Old Trafford, 
ll.ooam). YORKS V LEICESTERSHIRE 
(Emerald Headingley, 11am). GROUP B: 
GLAMORGAN V ESSEX (The SWALEC 
Stadium, 11am). GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
V SURREY (Bristol, 11 .am). KENT V 
HAMPSHIRE (Canterbury, 1.00pm). 

IPL; Sunrisers Hyderabad v Chennai Super 
Kings (Hyderabad, 3.30pm). 


Puzzle solutions 




ZYGOLEX 

LEFTTO RIGHT: 

hot; wander; pop; may; pot; 
stray; jar; jaw; straw; char; 
bedding; chat; bending; cleaner; 
wedding 

WORD WHEEL 

NINE-LETTER WORD primarily 
OTHER WORDS airily, amply, 
imply, Lair, lamp, lap, Lay, liar, 
limp, Lip, lira, mail, marl, paiL, pal, 
palm, play, ply, primal, primly, 
rail 


The fuss-free direct cremation 
that saves 6o%*of the cost of a funeral 


YESTERDAY’S CODEWORD 2296 5-CLUE CROSSWORD 


R 

2 13 

V 1 

In 

5 

Y 

16 

U 

lo 

8 

w 

19 

L 

110 

A 

11 

C 

112 

B 

113 I 

Q 


14 

F 

15 16 

Z 1 J 

17 

IG 

18 

K 

19 

E 

20 

21 

X 

22 

T 

23 

ik 

24 

H 

25 

P 

26 

jlbj 


Across: 1 Son-net, 3 Pani-c-s* 
A S-quin-t. 

Down: 1 Shapes*, 2 Tea set* 




Pure Cremation is the simpLe, Low-cost 
alternative to a traditional funeraL. We Look 
after the cremation, Leaving you free to say 
goodbye your way. 

We can help you in two ways: 

• Take out a cremation funeraL plan 

• Arrange a cremation now 
Call our friendly team today on 
0808 501 6269 * or visit: 
purecremation.co.uk/inews 

H0H Pure 

r U N f R A l *- 1 

PUNNINC 
AUTHORITY 


rure 

Cremation 



*Sun Life Cost of Dying Report 2018. For full terms and conditions please visit our 
website. + Calls to this number may be recorded for monitoring and training purposes. 


CALL TO 
REQUESTYOUR 
FREE GUIDE 

IN 0319 



















































































SPORT 


f 


58 


RUGBY UNION 

McCall expects supporters 
to keep booing Vunipola 


OLYMPICS 



Mo Farah is targeting marathon 
gold at the Tokyo 2020 Games 


Farah faces 
6am marathon 
start in Tokyo 


By Nick Purewal 

Mark McCall expects fans to boo Billy 
Vunipola again following the Saracens 
and England forward’s official warn¬ 
ing from the Rugby Football Union for 
a homophobic Instagram comment. 

Rugby director McCall confirmed 
Vunipola will start Saturday’s 
Champions Cup semi-final against 
Munster at the Ricoh Arena, then 
said the No 8 must handle whatever 
flak comes his way. 

The 41-cap back-rower has been 
warned by both club and country 
after a social media post last week 
that read “man was made for woman 
to procreate that was the goal no?” 

The England star had liked a post 
from Australia’s Israel Folau that 
stated “hell awaits” for “homosexu¬ 


als”, and was subsequently booed by 
the crowd during Saracens’ 23-21 Pre¬ 
miership defeat at Bristol on Saturday. 

Asked if he hopes fans will not boo 
Vunipola again, McCall said: “That’s 
not something we can control to be 
honest. Whatever happens will hap¬ 
pen. He has got to deal with that, and 
we’ve got to deal with that as a group. 

“It’s probably better to expect it to 
happen, and then wait and see.” 

Wallabies full-back Folau’s career 
is in tatters after he was sacked by 
the Australian Rugby Union (ARU) 
for his controversial Instagram post. 

The devout Christian has pledged 
to accept his fate, while Vunipola has 
been warned about his future con¬ 
duct. Asked if McCall was concerned 
for Vunipola’s mental state, McCall 
continued: “No. Billy’s sensitive, but 


I think he’s also strong. He’s also got 
a group he’s been with for a long time 
now, and a group who support their 
team-mates. They get behind each 
other from a rugby point of view, and 
that’s what we’ll do for this weekend.” 

Escaping a fine or a ban leaves 
Vunipola available for England’s four 
warm-up Tests ahead of autumn’s 
World Cup. 

The RFU statement read: “Follow¬ 
ing a meeting between the RFU and 
Billy Vunipola, the Saracens forward 
has been issued with a formal warn¬ 
ing. [It] will be retained on his dis¬ 
ciplinary record for a period of five 
years and may be taken into account 
in future disciplinary proceedings. 

“During the meeting, the player 
expressed genuine regret at his 
public comments and understood 



Billy Vunipola was booed during 
Saracens’ loss at Bristol on Saturday 


that he had caused hurt and offence 
as a result of his actions. 

“He has been reminded of his re¬ 
sponsibilities as an England player 
and as an ambassador for the game, 
which values inclusivity and respect.” 


Mo Farah is in for an early start if 
he is to win marathon gold at next 
year’s Olympics in Tokyo after 
organisers confirmed the race will 
begin at 6am on the final day of 
athletics competition. 

The finals of the men’s and 
women’s long jump, 110m hur¬ 
dles, 400m hurdles and shot put 
will also be contested in morning 
sessions. The athletics events will 
start on Friday, 31 July - a week 
after the opening of the Games 
- with the men’s 20km race walk 
and ends on 9 August with the 
men’s marathon. 

“The Tokyo 2020 schedule is 
substantially different from our 
previous Olympic timetables, 
but will offer the vast majority 
of athletics fans attending the 
Games the opportunity to see 
Olympic medals being decided, 
with finals scheduled in 15 of the 
17 sessions in the main stadium,” 
said IAAF competitions director 
Paul Hardy. 



“Having finals in the 
morning, as request¬ 
ed by the Interna¬ 
tional Olympic 
Committee, will 
enhance the 
visibility of ath¬ 
letics across all 
time zones. 

“The stadium- 
based distance 
events remain in the 
evening sessions to reduce the 
risk of very hot conditions for our 
endurance athletes, while the road 
events will start as early as practi¬ 
cable in the morning. 

“The new schedule also accom¬ 
modates both the traditional dou¬ 
bles and the historic addition of 
the mixed 4x400m relay, the first 
time that athletics has combined 
the talents of both male and fe¬ 
male athletes in one event at the 
Games.” 

The decathlon and heptathlon 
will be staged together in the same 
two-day period, 5-6 August. 

The schedule will allow 
enough time for 400m special¬ 
ists to compete in the new mixed 
4x400m relay event that will be 
contested on day two. 


Gay rugby players take heart from Folau fallout 


Bristol Bisons 
duo reassured by 
rapid response of 
Rugby Australia, 
writes Ali Stokes 

I n the furore created by Israel 
Folau’s homophobic social 
media outburst, little to nothing 
has been heard from the 
population most affected by his 
comments, the gay rugby-playing 
community. 

Keir Gravil and Will Davies both 
play for the Bristol Bisons, an 
inclusive and gay-friendly club based 
in the West Country. 

Walking alongside the Bristol 
docks on a brisk Sunday afternoon, 
the expectation was that Gravil’s and 
Davies’s reaction to Folau’s post - 
and the subsequent support offered 
to him by England’s Billy Vunipola 
-would focus on the damage done 
to the LGBTQ community. But the 
opposite was true. 

Gravil and Davies describe 
feelings of reassurance in how 
swiftly Rugby Australia condemned 
and sacked Folau, and the 
widespread support from not only 
the rugby community, but the public. 

“When I first saw what he’d 
posted, I sort of felt a bit of a pang of 
disappointment really, rather than 
a personal attack,” says Davies, a 
26-year-old wing from south-west 
Wales. “But seeing the reaction 
from Rugby Australia and others - 
because they acted so decisively and 
they were outraged by what’s been 
said - was quite heart-warming. It 
was uplifting to see that the official 
bodies are still very much aligned 
with inclusivity, diversity and the 
values that we all hope and believe 
are core to rugby.” 

“[Folau] is one of the world’s, and 
definitely Australia’s, best players 
and Rugby Australia have made 
the decision knowing he won’t be 



Will Davies (left) and Keir Gravil play for the Bristol Bisons, an inclusive and gay-friendly rugby club A LI STOKES 


On balance, I think the 
whole incident would 
inspire me to feel 
better about myself 

playing in the World Cup as a result,’ 
adds Gravil, a 33-year-old second 
row from York. “They’re aware of 
the consequences and it shows they 
consider this more important than 
how well they do at the World Cup.” 

The Bisons players admit that 
there is still a certain level of fear 
in publicly displaying the most 
basic acts of affection while walking 
down the high street, describing 
the decision of whether or not to 
hold hands with their partners as a 


necessary “judgement call”. 

Six years ago Davies was a victim 
of homophobic abuse, having his life 
threatened after mistaking lingering 
looks from a fellow student as a sign 
of potential love interest while on 
a night out. Recalling the incident, 
he says: “I walked over and I don’t 
even think I said anything, I opened 
my mouth to say hello and he said, 
Touch me and I’ll f***ing kill you.’ 

“The next morning was when 
Macklemore’s song “Same Love” 
[about gay rights] came out. I heard 
that for the first time shortly after 
I woke up and I just broke down. 

You just kind of learn to get over it 
really. You have to be thick-skinned, 

I guess.” 


He continues: “Folau’s comments 
would probably add to your fear [of 
coming out] if you were still in the 
closet, but I take inspiration from 
the reaction of everyone else, like 
Rugby Australia and everyone that’s 
banded around in support. 

“On balance, I think the whole 
incident would inspire me to feel 
better about myself. Although what 
Folau said is unpleasant, everyone’s 
reaction and support of equality is 
really inspiring, really uplifting.” 

Leaving the Bristol waterside, 
it is inspiring to hear this Bisons 
duo speak with so much hope and 
positivity in the face of adversity; we 
can only hope their message reaches 
Folau and Vunipola. 
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FOOTBALL 

Mendez-Laing 
gives Cardiff hope 
as Seagulls slip 
further into mire 


BRIGHTON & HOVE ALBION 

• 

CARDIFF CITY 

Mendez-Laing 22, Morrison 50 

• 

By Nick Szczepanik 

AT AMEX STADIUM 


Cardiff City manager Neil Warnock 
claimed that he had taken inspiration 


from Tiger Woods in the build up to 
last night’s relegation battle at the 
Amex. And although he cannot yet 
be measured for the Premier League 
equivalent of the green jacket that 
climbing to safety would represent, 
his players have given themselves the 
best chance possible of surviving at 
Brighton’s expense. 

The Seagulls still have a two-point 
lead over the Bluebirds, a superior 
goal difference and a game in hand, 
but their form has utterly deserted 
them and their fixture list looks 
daunting. Cardiff still have to face 
Liverpool and Manchester United, 
but this victory will give them the 
belief that they can win their other 
two matches, away to Fulham and 
at home to Crystal Palace, and with 
Brighton’s struggles that could be 
more than enough. 

Tense struggles near the foot of 
the table are usually won and lost 
through errors and not by moments 
of quality. But this was an excep¬ 
tion. Nathaniel Mendez-Laing curled 
home a beauty to give Cardiff the lead 
after 22 minutes and their captain 
Sean Morrison headed a second goal 
to kill off the home side’s hopes four 
minutes into the second half. 

Brighton could never produce a 
moment of excellence to equal that 
of the opener or a delivery as good 
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as Victor Camarasa’s for the second. 
Looking to redeem themselves after 
Saturday’s humiliation by Bourne¬ 
mouth, Brighton started promis¬ 
ingly, exerting plenty of pressure and 
appealing for a penalty when Lewis 
Dunk seemed to be held down by 
Bruno Ecuele Manga as he attempt¬ 
ed to reach a free kick taken by Pascal 
Gross. But Cardiff showed little sign 
of taking a cautious approach and 


Football in brief 



Nathaniel Mendez-Laing scores Cardiff’s opening goal REUTERS 


after 22 minutes they were ahead. 
Brighton hoped in vain for a free kick 
for a challenge on Davy Propper, and 
Mendez-Laing, one of three players 
drafted in by Warnock after Satur¬ 
day’s loss at Burnley, charged 
forward and exchanged 
passes with Junior Hoi- 
lett before swerving a 
20-yard right-foot shot 
around Maty Ryan. 

This was now a test 
of Brighton’s mettle 
and quality, but too 
often they opted for 
a long, over-optimistic 
pass rather than some of 
the fast, controlled football 
they had begun with. 

No heads were dropping and no¬ 
body stopped running, but too often 
players were hoping that a team¬ 
mate could produce something rath¬ 


er than trying to do it themselves A 
few home fans began to boo as the 
teams went off at the interval, but 
they were instantly drowned out by 
cheers as the fans realised that only 
by lifting the players did they 
stand a chance of seeing 
Brighton rescue the 
situation. 

But that prospect 
disappeared after four 
minutes of the second 
half as Camarasa 
swung in a free kick 
and Morrison got be¬ 
hind Dunk to head in. 
Murray hit a snap-shot 
just over the crossbar after 69 
minutes after substitute Florin An¬ 
done had forced the opening, but that 
was as close as Brighton were to get 
until Murray nodded against a post in 
added time. 


SALFORD CITY 

FA charges Scholes 
with misconduct 

Former England 
midfielder Paul 
Scholes (left) has 
been charged 
with misconduct 
in relation to the Football 
Association’s betting rules. 

The charge relates to bets 
allegedly placed between 17 
August 2015 and 12 January 2019, 
when Scholes was a part-owner 
of non-league side Salford City. 

It is alleged he placed 140 bets on 
football matches, contrary to FA 
Rule E8, between 17 August 2015 
and 12 January 2019. 


ARSENAL 

Xhaka: Top four 
over Europa for us 

Arsenal will prioritise finishing 
in the Premier League top four 
over their bid to win the Europa 
League, said Granit Xhaka. 

“I think we want to stay in the 
top four - we want to be back in 
the Champions League,” he said. 

“I think, for me, the Premier 
League is first and after if you 
can go to the final and take the 
Europa League, of course it is 
nice as well but for us it is the 
Premier League first.” 


EVERTON 

Gomes hit with 
three-game ban 

Everton midfielder Andre 
Gomes is to miss the club’s next 
three matches after accepting a 
Football Association charge of 
violent conduct. 

Gomes was charged after an 
incident during the 2-0 defeat 
to Fulham on Saturday when 
he appeared to stamp on home 
forward Aleksandar Mitrovic. 

Gomes will miss games against 
Manchester United, Crystal 
Palace and Burnley. 




CRYSTAL PALACE 

Hennessey 'did not know 
what a Nazi salute was’ 


By Matt Butler 

Wayne Hennessey escaped an FA 
charge of bringing the game into dis¬ 
repute after admitting he does not 
know what a Nazi is. 

Hennessey was charged after a pic¬ 
ture of him appearing to make a Nazi 
salute at a players’ dinner was posted 
on Instagram in January. He said at 
the time he was raising his arm to at¬ 
tract a waiter’s attention and put his 
hand across his mouth to make the 
sound carry. 

A three-man Football Association 
panel found the charge not proven 
earlier this month and yesterday the 
written reasons were revealed. 


The panel, who dismissed the 
charge by a majority decision of two 
to one, said that “Mr Hennessey cat¬ 
egorically denied that he was giving a 
Nazi salute. Indeed, from the outset 
he said that he did not even know 
what one was. 

“When cross-examined about this 
Mr Hennessey displayed a very con¬ 
siderable - one might even say lam¬ 
entable - degree of ignorance about 
anything to do with Hitler, Fascism 
and the Nazi regime.” 

The panel concluded that: 
“The majority of this Commission 
considers it more likely than not that 
the photograph has been misinter¬ 
preted here.” 


Comment 


Was he asleep through all his history lessons? 


Matt 

Butler 



Wayne Hennessey has never 
heard of Nazis. Yes, really. The 
far-right group which polluted 
the first half of the 20th century 
and whose evil deeds still 
resonate through European 
geopolitics passed him by. 

The three-man Football 
Association disciplinary panel 
admitted it maybe hard to 
believe that a grown man who is 
capable of speech and reading 
had never heard of the Nazis. 

They wrote in their written 


reasons published yesterday for 
exonerating the goalkeeper from 
the charge of bringing the game 
into disrepute: “Improbable as 
that may seem to those of us of an 
older generation, we do not reject 
that assertion as untrue. In fact, 
when cross-examined about this 
Mr Hennessey displayed a very 
considerable - one might even say 
lamentable - degree of ignorance 
about anything to do with Hitler, 
Fascism and the Nazi regime.” 

How embarrassing. He could 
have said the gesture was a joke 
and taken what would surely 
have been a token punishment. It 
would have been patently obvious 
to the panel that Hennessey 
harbours no national socialist 


tendencies, after they heard or 
read statements from, among 
others, his Palace manager Roy 
Hodgson, team-mates Connor 
Wickham, Max Meyer and 
Andros Townsend. 

But no. He was perfectly happy 
to admit to the world that he may 
have slept through history class. 

In a sense, Hennessey was 
sent away with a punishment, if 
you could call homework such 
a thing. The panel, reiterating 
their assertion that they thought 
he was telling the truth, said: 

“Mr Hennessey would be well 
advised to familiarise himself 
with events which continue to 
have great significance to those 
who live in a free country.” 
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MANCHESTER CITY v TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 


Ronaldo and 
Juve humbled 
by Ajax youth 


JUVENTUS 

RonaLdo 28 

• 

AJAX 

Van de Beek 34, De Ligt 67 

Ajax win 3-2 on aggregate 

• 



Pochettino backs Ronaldinho prediction 
that Spurs can win Champions League 


By Ian Whittell 


By Will Magee 

It was a night for the dreamers, 
the romantics, the idealists. Hav¬ 
ing assembled one of the most 
exciting young sides in Europe 
on a fraction of their opponents’ 
budget, Ajax arrived in Turin as 
an insurgent force attempting to 
frustrate Juventus. 
Add up the 
sum total of the 
transfer fees 
paid by Ajax 

• last summer 

i and it comes to 

just under half 
the €112 million 
which Juve paid 
to secure Cristiano 
Ronaldo (above) from 
Real Madrid. He briefly threat¬ 
ened, as he always does, to make 
this all about him. Just as he did 
in the first leg in Amsterdam, 
Ronaldo thumped a header past 
Ajax goalkeeper Andre Onana in 
the first half and celebrated with 
his usual blend of machismo and 
self-centred delirium. 

Gradually, though, despite a 
cagey start, Ajax started to gain 
mastery over the ball and build a 
little kingdom in possession. Ten 
minutes before half-time, a pa¬ 
tient counter-attack saw Hakim 
Ziyech direct a shot on goal which 
- deflected through a wall of Juve 
defenders - came to the feet of 
midfielder Donny van de Beek. 
Snap reflexes allowed Ajax’s star 
midfielder to slot into the far cor¬ 
ner of Wojciech Szczesny’s net. 

Then Matthijs de Ligt climbed 
highest to nod past Szczesny at a 
corner with just under 25 minutes 
to go. For the entire second half, 
Ajax danced around the pitch 
while Juventus lurched clumsily 
from side to side like a great stone 
statue ready to tumble. Ajax won 
the game living up to their ideals. 


Mauricio Pochettino last night 
welcomed the prediction of former 
team-mate Ronaldinho that 
Tottenham can win the Champions 
League and joked: “Why not?” 

The Spurs manager cut a relaxed 
figure in the last press conference 
before his side take on Manchester 
City in the second leg of their 
quarter-final tonight, having won 
last week’s first meeting 1-0. 

And Pochettino, who played 
with Ronaldinho for three years at 
Paris St-Germain at the start of the 
century, was happy to agree with the 
Brazilian legend’s prediction. 

“Wow. He knows a lot about 
football and I am going to respect 
him,” said Pochettino, laughing. 
“Why not? In football, all can 
happen, like in life. You must believe 
and have trust in yourself and your 
ability and quality. 

“It is good that people like 
Ronaldinho think you have the 
quality to win. That increases our 
belief. Maybe tomorrow we will be 
able to beat an amazing team like 
Manchester City. 

“I learned a lot from him, laughing, 
smiling, dancing. Football is a sport, 
if you want to play well, you have to 
be happy and smile.” 

The loss of striker Harry Kane 
to injury may have lessened Spurs’ 
hopes of ending City’s quest 
for an unprecedented 
quadruple but - in 
contrast to his opposite 
number - Pochettino 
was not letting the 
occasion spoil his 
humour. 

“We are going to be 
more than proud of our 
run in the Champions 
League and try to arrive in 
the semi-final and challenge a 
team like Man City,” he said. 

“Man City, for me, is one of the 
best teams in the world and a 
clear favourite to win the Premier 
League and Champions League. 

For us to beat them in the first 
leg was an amazing result but we 
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know very well the tie is still open 
and is going to be very, very tough. 
But we have the belief that we are 
going to fight. It is going to be an 
amazing challenge and fight. I am so 
motivated and excited.” 

Spurs keeper Hugo Lloris, the 
penalty hero of the first 
leg when he saved from 
Sergio Aguero, insisted 
his team-mates were 
prepared to “suffer” 

I to reach a first 
Champions League 
_ semi-final. 
f “It’s about the 
mentality, the spirit,” 
W said Lloris. “We are 
ready to suffer. We are 
going to suffer 
“But we can make the game 
difficult too. It’s about enjoying it at 
this stage, to be ready to compete. 

“We’re in a good position and it’s 
a massive opportunity for the club. 
Whatever happens, we can be proud 
of everything.” 


Guardiola bristles at Euro record 


Continued from back page 

under no pressure from the club’s 
owners to add the Champions League 
to their other successes. 

“I have to win? The chairman asked 
me I have to win three times in a row 
- that was his desire,” said Guardiola, 
sarcastically. 

“In football you lose more than you 
win, you try to improve on the next 
fella and the fella before. We try to do 
our best and tomorrow we will see.” 

“Because I don’t win the Champi¬ 
ons League, my teams, they ‘fail’ all 
the time. 

“So I’ve said many times, this com¬ 
petition is tough and in this competi¬ 


tion there are many good teams. So 
the important thing is the way we ap¬ 
proach it.” 

Regardless of tonight’s outcome, 
however, City will have no time for 
recovery, with Tottenham returning 
to the Etihad for a league game on 
Saturday before the champions trav¬ 
el to Old Trafford to take on United 
next Wednesday. 

“Definitely, yeah,” said Guardiola 
when asked if the next seven days is 
the pivotal week of the campaign. 

“If we don’t win these games, we 
will be out in two competitions. They 
are absolute finals for us. But I had 
that feeling from weeks ago as well, 
not just for this week.” 
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PORTO v LIVERPOOL 

Milner: Praise is 
worthless unless 
wewinatrophy 



By Ian Parker 

IN PORTO 

Jurgen Klopp laughed off Sergio Con- 
ceicao’s suggestion that his Liverpool 
side can sometimes play like the best 
team in the world before the two 
resume battle tonight. 

Liverpool are aiming to 
dump Porto out of the 
Champions League for 
a second year running 
and go into the sec¬ 
ond leg of their quar¬ 
ter-final at the Estadio 
do Dragao leading 2-0 
from last week’s first 
leg at Anfield. They ar¬ 
rived in Portugal without 
centre back Dejan Lovren, who 
stayed behind on Merseyside due 
to illness, but fellow defender Joe 
Gomez did travel and could be an op¬ 
tion off the bench after making his 
comeback from a leg fracture. 

Porto boss Conceicao paid the 
Reds just about the ultimate com¬ 
pliment, saying that this sea¬ 
son they have often played like 
“the best team in the world”, 
but Klopp (right) took it with 
a pinch of salt. “Sometimes we 
are really good, it’s true,” Klopp 
said. “Hopefully we can show 
it again. 

“It’s probably meant 
as a compliment 
but we still know 
we have a really 
tough job to do 
and probably 
he said as well 
he believes in 
their chances 
too. Did he 
say that? 

Yes, then it’s 
all good.” 

For all the 
talk of a po¬ 
tential Man¬ 
chester City 
quadruple, 


m- vie 

; '£i' \’ 


Liverpool are still eyeing a Premier 
League and Champions League 
double, and James Milner said they 
needed to deliver for words like Con- 
ceicao’s to carry weight. 

“It’s a compliment and you get 
those compliments by playing 
good football over a sus¬ 
tained period of time,” he 
said. 

“But to be that, you 
have to win trophies 
and that’s something 
we haven’t done 
yet. It’s something 
we’re trying to do 
this season.” 

Milner knows about 
turning potential into sil¬ 
verware having helped Man¬ 
chester City end their long wait for 
Premier League glory before joining 
Liverpool, and he believes the Reds 
have taken those steps over the last 
12 months. 

A string of late winners has pro¬ 
vided a feeling of destiny in the 
Premier League - even if they 
remain locked in a tight battle 
with City - and Milner sees the 
same spirit in Europe. 

“I think there’s a confidence 
within the squad but there’s 
not over-confidence and 
that’s very important,” he 
said. 

“There are 
going to be times 
when you’re not 
playing your 
best football. 
I think that’s 
impressed 
me more than 
when we’re 
playing well. 

“We all 
know how 
well we can 
play. This 
year it’s when 
we haven’t 
played as well 
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and we’ve had to grind it out and keep 
going to get that 90th-minute winner 
or dig out a clean sheet. 

“There isn’t too much talk in the 
dressing room about what’s going 
on and what might happen. It’s how 
we’ve been all season. The mentality 
going into games is the same. That’s a 
massive positive.” 

Exactly how they will approach to¬ 
night’s game remains to be seen. 

A 2-0 lead from the first leg makes 
them heavy favourites, but Porto 
have won all of their home games 
in the Champions League this sea¬ 
son and Klopp is keen not to take 
them lightly. 

Asked if it would be a night for 
heavy metal football or elevator 
music, he flashed a grin. 

“I don’t know yet,” he said. “That’s 
the one football question I do not 
answer. What we will do, we will 
show on the pitch. Not in the press 
conference.” 


m Sergio Conceicao believes 
Liverpool are at times the 
best team on the planet as he tries 
to plot their downfall. “I Like their 
game model,” the Porto coach said. 
“In a Lot of these moments they 
are the best team in the world.” 


How 'Allez, Allez, Allez’ 
chant changed my life 


By Evan Bartlett 

If you have watched a Liverpool 
game on television or in person 
in the past 12 months, listened to 
one on the radio or even caught 
highlights online, chances are you 
will have heard “Allez, Allez, Allez”. 

Adapted from a 1980s Italian 
disco classic, the song 
has become an Anfield 
anthem, the soundtrack 
to the club’s incredible 
Champions League run 
last season and their tilt 
at the title this year. 

It was amid the din of 
the Estadio do Dragao, 
scene of the Reds’ 5-0 
demolition of Porto in 
last year’s round of 16, 
that Jamie Webster first 
heard it - a moment 
which has changed his life. 

“About 40 lads were singing it 
and I just thought The words to 
that song are absolutely brilliant’,” 
Webster tells i. An electrician by 
trade, for the past few years the 
24-year-old has combined his two 
real passions in life - music and 
football - by singing and playing 
guitar at gigs in Liverpool in order 
to make some extra cash and fund 
his trips following the club. 

While a few of the chants he has 
written, adapted and made his 
own - on Jurgen Klopp, Jordan 
Henderson and Mo Salah - have 
had success on the terraces, 
nothing has been quite the same as 
“Allez, Allez, Allez”. 

It was after that Porto game 
that he debuted the song, speeding 
it up slightly from the version he 
heard and tweaking the rhythm of 
the clap. He knew instantly it was 
going to be a hit. 

“I just knew straight away, the 
first time I played it... people of 65 
years of age singing along, it was 
absolutely bouncing in the pub. 

“Then we played Man United 
away. We got beat 2-1 but all the 
fans stayed in the seats absolutely 
bouncing for another hour after.” 

His rendition of “Allez, Allez, 
Allez” at “Boss Night”, an event 


regularly held near Anfield after 
games, following that defeat at 
Old Trafford went viral, with 
Liverpool’s fans subsequently 
singing it long into the night after 
victories over Manchester City 
and Roma, with videos racking 
up millions of views on Twitter, 
YouTube and Facebook. 

Its popularity has led 
to Webster becoming 
something of a local 
celebrity, singing duets 
with the likes of Alisson, 
Jamie Carragher and 
even Klopp. 

“To be honest I thought 
it was going to be dead 
and buried when we lost 
[the final] in Kiev but the 
fans still love it.” 

Appearances at charity 
gigs with childhood idols 
- Ian Rush, Robbie Fowler, Ray 
Clemence and Bruce Grobbelaar 
to name a few - have followed and 
Webster admits it’s sometimes 
difficult to take it all in. 

“I’m an electrician 9 to 5 and 
doing gigs on weeknights so I’m 
really busy, which is great, but I 
don’t have much time to stop and 
think about it,” he says. 

“It’s only when I see messages 
from people saying ‘you’re a lucky 
lad’ that I actually realise. The last 
year has been great for me. I’m 
sure it won’t last forever, but I hope 
it goes on a long time.” 



Jamie Webster’s rendition of a Reds 
chant has had millions of views 


I just knew 
it would be a 
hit straight 
away, people 
of 65 singing 
it - it was 
absolutely 
bouncing in 
the pub 
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QUARTER-FINALS SECOND LEG 

Jones and United turned inside-out as 



BARCELONA 

Messi 16, 20; CoutinKo 61 3 


MANCHESTER UNITED 

Barcelona win 4-0 on aggregate 


Sam 

Cunningham 


There was a video doing the rounds 
recently of Lionel Messi perform¬ 
ing kick-ups toying with his pet 
dog Hulk, sending the enthusiastic 
mastiff one way and then the other, 
over and again. The lumbering dog 
is loving it: mouth wide open, tongue 
lolling out, leaping one way and the 
other on the lush turf, chasing his 
master, who is juggling the ball bare¬ 
footed, shirt off, wearing only a pair 
of red shorts. 

The short clip really captures 
what Messi did to Phil Jones last 
night. A lovable and playful act with 
a pet dog: utterly brutal and devas¬ 
tating in a Champions League quar¬ 
ter-final second leg with the whole 
world watching. 

Has there been a bigger mismatch 
between two opponents? It was not 
just the two goals Messi scored and 
the third he played a major role in 
- Jones was by no means the only 
one at fault for them all, far from it. 
Shortly before half-time, he dashed 
out of defence and tried to pressure 
the Argentinian on halfway. It was 
like trying to tackle water: Messi 
whirlpooled around him, sprinted 
full pelt and cut inside and _ 
outside Jones twice mor 
before instigating a 
move which resulted 
in a brilliant David de 
Gea save. i 

It was like watch- I 
ing one of those early ' 

Anthony Joshua 
fights unfurl, when 
they wheel out a has- ^ 
been with 10 defeats in 
their last 10 - Jones, fittingly, 
had a bandage around his head last 
night, only just patched up from the 
last bout. 

Well into his retirement when the 
grandkids are playing at Old Traf- 
ford, the United defender will still 
be having flashbacks of Barcelona 
2019 and require ushering into the 
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nearest chair with a glass of water to 
calm the rising panic. 

Moments before kick-off, the Bar¬ 
celona supporters spread a huge 
banner across one stand which 
read: “WALKING TO GLORY.” It 
was supposed to mean something 
along the lines of “on the way 
to success” only maybe 
it was an iffy Google 
Translate job because 
it came across more 
like this was going to 
be a walkover. 

Manchester Unit¬ 
ed could not, ironi¬ 
cally, have started at 
^ more of a sprint. From 
kick-off, Barcelona had 
not touched the ball before 
Marcus Rashford squeezed into 
their penalty area and struck the top 
of the crossbar with an effort. Soon 
after, Scott McTominay - rewarded 
for his excellence in the first leg with 
a start in Spain - fluffed another 
wide, from inside the box. And that 
was it, really. 


All puffed out in the first round, 
when Messi had barely got going. 

Firstly, what was Ashley Young 
thinking with the mistake which led 
to Messi’s first? 

Johan Cruyff will be wincing from 
the heavens at how badly United’s 
left-back replicated his famous turn, 
placing the ball at the feet of Barce¬ 
lona’s No 10. What Messi did next 
was astonishing. 

It was claimed the first ever image 


of a black hole was captured a week 
ago, yet what scientists did not real¬ 
ise is that Messi has one on the end 
of each leg, which are photographed 
several times a week. When Messi is 
dribbling, nothing can escape their 
gravitational pull. 

Having gained possession from 
Young, Messi popped the ball 
through Fred’s legs, ran at Jones 
who merely stumbled on the spot, 
so Messi, the United sea seemingly 


parting before him, curled the ball 
around Chris Smalling and into the 
bottom left corner. 

The rhythmic chant of “Meeeessi! 
Meeeessi! Meeeessi!” went around 
the Nou Camp, like an ancient tribe 
sacrificing a lamb to their gods in the 
hope of a bigger harvest next year. It 
has worked in Barcelona for the past 
15 summers. 

For all Messi’s greatness, the sec¬ 
ond was a major error from De Gea. 


United have lost five 
out of the seven games 
since Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer was given a 
permanent contract 
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Pele‘fine* after 
kidney stone op 

Pele has declared himself “back on 
the field” after leaving hospital in 
Brazil following surgery to remove 
a kidney stone. The 78-year-old 
thanked staff after he was released 
from the Albert Einstein Hospital 
in Sao Paulo on Monday having 
previously been admitted to a 
hospital in Paris with a urinary 
infection earlier in the month. 

Pele tweeted: “My dear friends. 
I’m happy to be able to write again to 
let you know that I’m fine.” 


CRICKET 
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England to decide Archer future 



England will unveil their provisional 
World Cup squad at Lord’s 
today and should finally 
declare their hand on 
wildcard pick Jofra 
Archer. National 
selector Ed Smith will 
name an initial group 
of 15, alongside an 
expanded squad of 17 
for the preceding series 
against Pakistan, with the 
newly-qualified pace bowler 
Archer (above) set for his maiden 


call-up. World Cup rules allow teams 
to make alterations up until 22 May. 
Should Archer be included 
in the 15 but fare poorly in 
early outings he could be 
ditched, a fate that awaits 
someone else if the Sussex 
player excels. Tom Curran 
and David Willey appear 
to be the seamers most 
likely to feel the heat but 
Liam Plunkett needs to prove 
a recent dip in form is reversible. » 
Vaughan: Archer should start, p57 


Nome makes good 
start in Monte Carlo 

Cameron Norrie is through to the 
second round of the Monte-Carlo 
Masters after a 6-4,6-3 victory 
against Adrian Mannarino. 

The 23-year-old Briton earned 
an early break against Mannarino 
and went on to take the opening set 
before doing the same in the second 
set to seal the win. 

He will now take on Marton 
Fucsovics in the second round after 
the Hungarian beat 12th-seeded 
Nikoloz Basilashvili in three sets. 
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magical Messi fires Barcelona through 



Again, Messi won the ball near to 
United’s penalty area and ran at goal 
and again found Jones in his way. 

The defender got nowhere near - 
stumbling again - as Messi went on 
his ‘weaker’ right foot - weaker only 
fractionally than perfection - and 
shot low again, to the opposite corner. 
De Gea dived routinely, but the ball 
squirmed through the gap between 
his arm and torso. 

That was the tie over, by 20 min¬ 


utes, after two Messi goals in 240 sec¬ 
onds. Well before Philippe Coutinho 
added the third just after the hour. 
Messi swung a ball from halfway out 
left and Jordi Alba touched it into 
Coutinho, who curled the ball into the 
top right corner. 

In the end, United had made a 
dog’s dinner of the second leg, and 
Barcelona walked to glory. 

Juventus v Ajax, p60 


United’s history may be rich but the 
present is crushingly mediocre 


Jonathan 
Liew 

AT THE NOU CAMP 

bout eight minutes into 
this game, Paul Pogba 
got the ball near the half¬ 
way line. There wasn’t 
too much on for him, but Barce¬ 
lona were making their way back 
after an earlier United counter, 
and still a little short-staffed. 

A chance to build something, at 
least. Instead, Pogba decided to 
shoot. From 55 yards. 

About 20 minutes from the end, 
Ivan Rakitic was in exactly the 
same spot on the pitch, just over 
the halfway line to the right of the 
centre circle. Outside him, Sergi 
Roberto was sprinting up the 
wing with the sort of pace that 
probably made Ashley Young feel 
a bit nostalgic. But Rakitic didn’t 
pass it to him. He spun round 
and played it backwards instead. 
The Camp Nou crowd, lustful 
and thirsty for United blood, 
barracked him loudly as he did so. 

A few hours earlier on Las 
Ramblas, Barcelona’s most 
famous thoroughfare, some 
Manes outside a bar were singing 
songs about Matt Busby. It’s good 
to know your history, of course, 
but you wonder how many clubs 
still sing about a manager whose 
finest moment was half a century 
ago. Do Barcelona fans still sing 
songs about Vic Buckingham and 
Rinus Michels? 

But then, as United supporters 
like to remind everyone, theirs is 
no ordinary club. It’s a club with 
a history, a pedigree, a lineage. 
You put on that shirt, and you’re 
not just slipping on a breathable 
fabric made in an Asian 
sweatshop, you’re inducting 
yourself into a mythology. And 
you can argue about whether 
most football clubs really mean 
anything beyond a vague sense 
of community and a stack of old 
programmes, but you can’t argue 


with 20 titles. You can’t argue 
with the Treble. You can’t argue 
with: “And Solskjaer has won it!”. 
United’s appeal to nostalgia is 
frequently ridiculed, and never 
more so than in recent weeks, as 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer himself 
sought to summon the spirit of 
1999, whatever that is. But let’s 
turn the question around: when 
your history as magnificent 
as United’s, what else are you 
supposed to do with it? 

Interestingly, if you go back 
through Barcelona’s recent 
history, one thing that stands out 
is a paucity of “Nou Camp 1999 
moments”. What’s Barcelona’s 
“night in Barcelona”? Perhaps 
the closest they’ve come 
is Ronald Koeman’s 
extra-time winner at 
Wembley in 1992. But 
overwhelmingly, 
their defining games 
-the 2009 and 2011 
Champions League 
finals, the 5-0 and 
the 6-2 against Real 
Madrid - weren’t so much 
explosions as exhibitions. 

Perhaps this is a good 
way of thinking about these 
two garlanded superclubs. 
Barcelona’s self-mythology is 
based largely on a system - its 
own system - and thus its seminal 
successes are essentially when 
that system is perfected, or at 
least perfectly realised. 

United have their own 
mythology, but it’s subtly 
different. It’s based, to a far 
greater extent, on great moments 
and great individuals. The Busby 
Babes. The Fergie dynasty. 
Cantona and the Class of 92. 

It’s hard to imagine, by way of 
comparison, Barcelona lionising 
an individual performance in the 
way that United fans still talk 
about Roy Keane’s performance 
against Juventus. Of course 
there’s a system in place, and 
of course Ferguson was a great 
tactician. But underpinning that 
is something more essential: that 


systems and processes will only 
get you so far. What gets you over 
the line is the spark of genius, 
the towering individual flourish, 
the mastery of the situation. 
What gets you over the line is the 
moment. 

In many ways, the appointment 
of Solskjaer fits this model 
perfectly. By any reasoned or 
empirical analysis, Solskjaer 
wasn’t the best coach available 
for the job. But he answered a 
more primal need: United’s lust 
for a new saviour, a new hero. 

There’s a certain irony in 
that United’s tactics here were 
actually sound. They moved the 
ball quickly and sharply, pressing 
Barcelona hard in midfield 
and looking to release the 
pace of Rashford (left) 
and Anthony Martial. 
The system worked, 
only to be undone by 
individual errors and 
the greatest individual 
most of them will ever 
play against. 

But even as Barcelona 
took a grip of the game and 
pulled clear, United were still 
searching for their saviour. After 
the first and third Barcelona 
goals, you could see Young 
shouting at his team-mates, 
exhorting them for more effort. 
As if effort and inspiration 
were the problem. As if they 
weren’t being 1999 enough. At 
the other end, Pogba and Jesse 
Lingard tried spectacular, 
low-percentage shots. I suppose 
sometimes you’re a team fuelled 
by mythology and enchantment 
and the promise of salvation. And 
sometimes you’re a team playing 
Phil Jones in defence. 

Into the semi-finals, then, stroll 
Barcelona’s well-oiled machine. 
United, meanwhile, have a nervy 
few weeks ahead. 

Maybe the reason United are so 
enthralled by their mythology is 
that they’re petrified. That if they 
stripped it all away, there’d be 
precious little, theindependent 
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McCafferty to take 
up role with C VC 

Premiership Rugby chief executive 
Mark McCafferty is to step down at 
the end of the season, with Darren 
Childs named as his successor. 

McCafferty will depart in June 
and take up a role as an advisor to 
CVC Capital Partners, the private 
equity firm that has bought a 27 per 
cent share in the Premiership at a 
cost of £200million. 

The 60-year-old will continue 
to represent the clubs on the 
Professional Game Board. 


Wilson signs record £107m deal 



Russell Wilson is understood to 
have become the highest-paid 
player in NFL history after 
signing a new four-year 
contract with the 
Seattle Seahawks. 

The 30-year-old’s 
extension, that will 
take him through to 
the end of the 2022-23 
season, will reportedly 
net him $140million 
(£107.2m) at $35m per year. It 
eclipses the $33.5m per season the 


Green Bay Packers agreed to pay 
Aaron Rodgers last August. 

Wilson (left) said in a video: 
“Hey Seattle, we got a deal!” 
Agent Mark Rodgers 
said: “Russell wanted 
more than anything to 
stay in Seattle. My job 
was to make sure of it, 
while doing the best deal 
possible.” During seven 
seasons, Russell has reached 
the play-offs six times, winning the 
Super Bowl in 2014. 


RUGBYLEAGUE 

Wakefield invest in 
prolific prop Fifita 

Wakefield’s in-form prop David Fifita 
has signed a three-year contract 
extension after agreeing what the 
club say is one of the biggest deals in 
their history. The 29-year-old Tonga 
international has committed to the 
club until the end of 2022. 

“I just couldn’t leave Wakefield,” 
he said. “For what they’ve given me 
and what the fans have given me, I 
just want to give something back 
to them. My goal now is to bring a 
trophy to this club.” 


Sport on tv 


Cycling: Tour of Turkey 

Eurosport, llam 

Cricket: Kent v Hampshire 

Sky Sports Cricket, 12.30pm 

Horse Racing: Newmarket 

ITV4,1.30pm 

Cricket: Sunrisers v Super Kings 
BT Sport l, 315pm 
Football: Man City v Tottenham 
BT Sport 2,8pm 
Football: Porto v Liverpool 
BT Sport 3,8.15pm 
Baseball: Brewers v Cardinals 
BT Sport l, 8pm 
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Ajax’s young 
guns stun 
Juventusand 
Ronaldo 
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Gay players 
encouraged 
by the 

Folau fall-out 
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Archer should 
start for 
England 
says Vaughan 



Messi masterclass 


Leo Messi celebrates 
after scoring 
Barcelona’s first 
goal last night G ETTY 


United outshone by Argentine genius who scores twice in four 
minutes to guide Barga into Champions League semi-finals 
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‘Failure’ Guardiola faces biggest week of his season 


By Ian Whittell 

Pep Guardiola begins the most 
pivotal week of his English mana¬ 
gerial career against Tottenham 
tonight calling on Manchester City 
supporters to finally embrace the 
Champions League. 

Those fans have a complicated re¬ 
lationship with the competition that 
the club’s owners covet above all oth¬ 
ers, as a result of City’s troubles with 
Uefa’s financial fair play regulations. 

V_1_ 


But as City look to overturn a 1-0 
first-leg quarter-final deficit against 
Spurs, the two-time Champions 
League-winning manager has called 
on them to get behind their team. 

“Do it for the guys,” said Guardio¬ 
la. “For the last 20 months, they are 
so proud of what they [players] have 
done and they deserve it. 

“They are human beings and there 
will be bad moments in the game and 
in those moments, we need our sup¬ 
porters. At this stage, without your 


supporters, you cannot go through. 
So, hopefully... I am expecting. 

“I’m really curious to how are fans 
will be, really curious. I played many 
times in that stage, I’m a ‘failure’ but 
many times I’ve arrived in quarter¬ 
finals and semi-finals, every time 
away the support is incredible from 
the local fans and we need it. 

“I want to see that they want to get 
to the semi-finals, not just the play¬ 
ers, the fans too. I want to see that.” 

Guardiola’s description of him¬ 


self as a “failure” in the Champions 
League was one of a number of such 
references, with the Catalan clearly 
bristling at the suggestion of a sub- 
par record in the competition. 

The City manager last won it 
eight years ago but in three seasons 
at Bayern Munich he exited in the 
semi-final every season and, with 
City, he has yet to reach the final four. 

Yet Guardiola insisted that he is 

Continued on p60 
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